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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 14th June 2023 
at The Pavilion, Gobowen, commencing at 7pm 

In the Chair:  Cllr Dyke  

Present: Cllr Broom, Cllr Clare, Cllr Crow, Cllr Ellis, Cllr Lander, Cllr Macey, Cllr 

McKenna, Cllr Mellor. 

In attendance: Mrs B Laraway (Parish Clerk and RFO) 

      6 members of the public  

Apologies: Cllr Emery, Cllr Morgan, Cllr Evans, Shropshire Cllr Mark Jones.  

Absent: Cllr Westwood-Bate 

1884. To receive and approve apologies and reasons for absence 

RESOLVED: Apologies from Cllrs Emery, Evans and Morgan were received and 

approved.  Apologies from Shropshire Cllr M Jones were noted. 

1885. Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 

a. Cllr McKenna declared a personal (non-pecuniary) interest in Item 1894 Gobowen 

Family Fun Day. 

b. There were no applications for dispensation 

1886. Public Participation session 

Two members of the public spoke on the following matters: 

• Planning application 23/01921/FUL (Agenda Item 1891a)  

• Almond Avenue street name signage 

• Building plot on the corner of West Place and St Martins Rd. 

• Shropshire Council’s ‘Fix My Street’ service and jobs being marked as completed 

when they have not been completed. 

• Traffic barriers surrounding the broken drain cover in Gobowen village centre. 

• River Perry bank on the playing field. 

1887. Minutes  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Annual meeting of the Council held on 10 May 2023 

were confirmed as a true record of the meeting and were duly signed.  

1888. Reports - to consider 

a. Parish Clerk's progress report 

The Clerk gave the following verbal update: 

• Environmental Maintenance Grant – Shropshire Council has confirmed that the 

assumptions and method stated in the application are approved.   

• Multiple instances of anti-social behaviour and petty vandalism on the playing fields 

and around the pavilion have been experienced over the past fortnight.  A spate of 

incidents on Sunday 11th June have clear CCTV footage which has been passed to 

the police.  The Police have agreed to increase their visits to the area. 
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• Two planters were knocked off the war memorial in the village centre by a delivery 

lorry on 8th June.  The incident has been captured on CCTV.  The Clerk has 

obtained a quote for replacement parts and is liaising with the haulage company.  

• The riverbank engineering works on the playing field are scheduled to start on 

Monday 19th June.  

RESOLVED: To note the Clerk’s verbal and written reports 

b. Shropshire Council elected Councillors 

Shropshire Councillor Robert Macey reported on the following items: 

• A cross-party committee of Shropshire Councillors is looking at the quality of new 

build housing and what can be done to improve standards of finished properties 

and sites.  The committee will be making recommendations to Cabinet. 

• Shropshire Council has submitted a response to the Government consultation on 

the Community Infrastructure Levy.  

• Fostering fortnight saw an increase in the number of people showing an interest in 

fostering.  There is still a need to recruit more foster carers. 

• Cllr Macey has a meeting arranged with Shropshire Highways to discuss local 

issues from recent months.   

Councillors asked questions on the following matters: 

• Lack of clarity on diversion signs for local road closures. 

• Trees at the entrance to WATs meadow development are now impinging on the 

highway. 

• Installation of play equipment at WATs meadow site.  

• Width of roads in new developments 

• Enforcement of any recommendations regarding building and site quality. 

c. Police Report 

There were no questions or comments.  A discussion took place regarding confidential 

information in the report and whether it should be discussed in public or closed 

session. 

d. Other reports  

• Cllr Emery had sent a written report about the first sessions of the new community 

speedwatch initiative. 

• Cllr McKenna reported on the activities of the Parish Paths Partnership and the 

Bryn Y Castell Coppice Conservation group. 

1889. Financial matters 

a. Monthly statement  

RESOLVED: To note the bank reconciliation (Appendix A) 

b. Payments  

There was only 1 signatory in attendance at the meeting. 

RESOLVED: To approve payments made in May and forthcoming for June (Appendix A) 

RESOLVED: To agree that the invoices will be countersigned by a 2nd signatory after the 

meeting and prior to the payments being made. 
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c. Income   

RESOLVED: To note income received in May (Appendix A) 

d. Expenditure - to approve: 

i. Parish Clerk expenses – Annual Parish Meeting refreshments £5.80, Parish 

Roundabout postage (39 copies) £29.25, Colour printing £4.77, Name badges 

£45.96.  Total £85.78. 

RESOLVED: Approved. 

e. CCLA Public Sector deposit fund 

i. To note initial deposit of £25,000 has been made 

RESOLVED: Noted 

ii. To consider and agree value and timing of further deposit.   

RESOLVED: To deposit a further £150,000 from the Unity Trust current account as 

soon as arrangements can be made.  

1890. Annual accounts and audit - to consider and agree the following: 

a. Annual Financial Statement 2022-23 

RESOLVED: To agree the Annual Financial Statement 2022-23 (Appendix B) 

b. Internal Auditors report 2022-23 

RESOLVED: To note the Internal Auditors report 2022-23. (Appendix B) 

c. Annual Governance Statement 2022-23 (section 1 of the AGAR) 

RESOLVED: To answer yes to statements 1-8 and to answer not applicable to 

statement 9.  The annual governance statement was duly signed by the Chairman of 

the meeting and the Clerk. (Appendix B) 

d. Accounting Statements 2022-23 (section 2 of the AGAR) 

RESOLVED: To agree the Accounting statements.  Section 2 of the AGAR was duly 

signed by the Chairman of the meeting. (Appendix B) 

e. Reconciliation of all bank accounts 

RESOLVED: To agree the reconciliation of bank accounts for submission with the 

AGAR (Appendix B) 

f. Explanation of variances and reserves 

RESOLVED: To agree the explanation of variances and reserves for submission with 

the AGAR (Appendix B) 

g. Explanation of re-stated 2021-22 figures 

RESOLVED: To agree the explanation of re-stated 2021-22 figures for submission 

with the AGAR (Appendix B) 

1891. Planning applications for consideration 

a. Reference: 23/01921/FUL  

Address: The Stables, Ebnal Hall Farm, Rhosygadfa, SY10 7BL  

Proposal: Conversion of stable building to 1No dwelling, installation of package 

treatment plant and associated works (resubmission). 

RESOLVED: To submit a neutral stance.  To support the recommendation from the SC 

Ecologist that a bat survey is carried out.  

https://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RU53HXTD07V00
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b. Reference: 23/02122/FUL 

Address: The Bryn, Rhosygadfa, Gobowen, SY10 7BN 

Proposal: Proposed garages with storage facility, together with formation of new 

vehicular access to replace existing access (revised scheme).  new single-storey rear 

extension to an existing dwelling. 

RESOLVED: To OBJECT with the following comments: 

• The size of the proposed building would result in overdevelopment of the site. 

• The location of the proposed building is not closely related to the dwelling.  

• The Parish Council supports the reasons for refusal made by the Planning Officer 

for the original scheme, and those reasons remain relevant to this scheme. - the 

size and scale of the proposed garages is out of proportion with the dwelling and 

would dominate the site, and the extension of the curtilage to include agricultural 

land. 

1892. Planning decisions - to note 

a. Reference: 23/01367/FUL 

Address: 1 Meadow Drive, Gobowen, SY11 3PU 

Proposal: Erection of two storey side extension, alteration and conversion of the 

garage. 

Decision: Grant Permission 

b. Reference: 23/01414/FUL 

Address: 30 Almond Avenue, Gobowen, SY11 3JU 

Proposal: Proposed new single-storey rear extension to an existing dwelling. 

Decision: Grant Permission 

c. Reference: 23/01271/FUL 

Address: 6 Disley Close, Gobowen, SY11 3QG 

Proposal: Erection of a garden studio 

Decision: Grant Permission. 

RESOLVED: To note the planning decisions. 

1893. Internal Control Checks 

RESOLVED: To appoint Cllr Lander as the nominated Councillor to undertake 

quarterly internal control checks for 2023-24.  Cllr McKenna was appointed as  

reserve. 

1894. Gobowen Family Fun day 

a. To consider updated event documentation and plan, and identify any questions for 

Gobowen Community Group. 

The Clerk was asked to contact Gobowen Community Group about the following: 

• Emergency access space diagonally across the car park must be maintained at all 

times. 

• PAT certificates to be provided for all appliances and extension leads that will be 

powered from the Pavilion. 

https://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RUT3L6TD0BN00
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• Suggest that traffic cones are placed along one side of Fernhill Avenue with turning 

areas maintained at either end to ensure that pedestrians can access the playing 

field safely and that residents can access their properties.   

 

b. To consider the offer from Gobowen Community Group to fund or carry out any post-

event cleaning and litter picking. 

RESOLVED: To accept the offer of post-event litter picking carried out by GCG and 

request that this is carried out immediately after the event.  No bags, bins or other 

containers of rubbish or recycling are to be left in the Pavilion overnight. 

c. To agree hire charge for Pavilion usage for the event   

RESOLVED: To request a £75 deposit to cover breakages.  No hire charge. 

d. To consider request to display an event banner on the Pavilion car park railings. 

RESOLVED: To agree the request.   

1895. Graham Edwards Memorial Trophy – to consider and agree 

a. Tournament dates 

RESOLVED: To agree the tournament dates for July 2023. 

b. Terms and conditions of hire 

RESOLVED: To add the following to the usual terms and conditions for the 

tournament: 

• Access to the Parish Council wall cupboards in the store room is required at all 

times.  Please do not place any items on the shelf in front of the cupboards 

• Bins, bags and boxes of rubbish and recycling must not be stored in the Pavilion 

overnight and must be removed from the site each evening.   

RESOLVED: To remove the following from the usual terms and conditions for the 

tournament: 

• In the event of bad weather and/or deteriorating pitch conditions the Parish Council 

has the final say on whether matches are played. 

c. Contract cleaning schedule during the tournament 

RESOLVED: To agree the proposed cleaning schedule and additional costs. 

d. Pavilion hire fee 

RESOLVED: To set the hire fee at £300 to include a £100 refundable deposit. 

1896. Correspondence 

a. Appendix of items circulated by email 

RESOLVED: Noted 

b. Request to use playing field for team training to consider  

RESOLVED: To grant permission for use of the playing field subject to the following: 

• Permission on this occasion does not imply that permission will be granted on 

future occasions for this or any other team requesting to use the playing field. 

• Dates to be negotiated with the Clerk.   

• The entire playing field is a public open space and the Parish Council cannot 

restrict other users at the same time. 

• Copy of Public Liability Insurance to be supplied in advance. 
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• Main football pitch to be avoided. 

• The Council reserves the right to withdraw permission at any time, particularly in 

the event that ground conditions deteriorate.  

• No litter.  

• Fee of £10 + vat per session. 

1897. Consultations – to consider any response from the Parish Council 

a. Boundary review consultation  

RESOLVED: Not to submit a response 

b. Local Cycling & Walking Infrastructure consultation 

RESOLVED: Not to submit a response.   

1898. Motions 

a. To support the compulsory provision of swift bricks in new housing (Cllr Ellis)  

RESOLVED: To write to Helen Morgan MP and request that she supports the proposal 

when it is debated in Parliament, and 

RESOLVED: To write to Shropshire Council as the Planning Authority and request that 

they require developers to provide swift bricks through planning conditions when 

planning permission is granted.  

RESOLVED: To suspend standing order 3x to allow the business of the meeting to be 

concluded.  

1899. Festive lights – to consider report and recommendations. 

RESOLVED: To purchase 10 lights at cost of £6190 (capital and running) for 2023/24 and 

an ongoing annual running cost of £1940. 

RESOLVED: To fund the 2023/24 cost using £5000 reserve earmarked for lighting, 

seating or planters and £1190 from general reserves. 

RESOLVED: To delegate the choice of lighting to the Clerk working with the working 

party. 

RESOLVED: To delegate the choice of columns and locations within the village to the 

Clerk working with the working party. 

All Resolutions are subject to permission being granted by Shropshire Council for 

use of their streetlighting columns.  

 

1900. Parish Grant application – St Mary’s Churchyard wall repair £2,250 

RESOLVED: Not to award a grant towards the costs of repair of the Churchyard wall. 

1901. Future agenda items 

None 

1902. Future meetings 

a. To consider guidance from NALC and discuss venues for Parish Council meetings 

across the parish. 

RESOLVED: Due to the legal restrictions on premises that can be used, Parish 

Council meetings will routinely take place in Gobowen unless there is particular 

business that would necessitate the meeting to be held elsewhere in the parish.   
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b. Date of next meeting – 12th July 2023. 

1903. Closed Session 

RESOLVED: In accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, 

members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the 

grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of 

confidential information. 

1904. Parish Clerk annual leave request – to consider   

RESOLVED: To agree the request. 

1905. Planning enforcement cases – to note 

RESOLVED: Noted 

Meeting closed 21:17 
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Appendix A Financial Matters 

Bank reconciliation 
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Payments made prior to meeting 

Ref Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act 

BACS 2023-45 Imprint Design & Print Printing £908.00 £0.00 £908.00 Newsletters - LGA 1972 s.142 

DD 2023-46 Vonage Limited Staff telephone £16.00 £3.20 £19.20 Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

BACS 2023-47 Sue Hackett (SDH Accounting) Internal Audit £260.75 £0.00 £260.75 Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

DD 2023-48 Water Plus Pavilion Water £17.22 £0.00 £17.22  Local Government Act 1972, s.133 

DD 2023-49 SSE Pavilion Gas £43.05 £2.15 £45.20 Local Government Act 1972, s.133 

DD 2023-50 Veolia ES Refuse emptying £45.56 £9.11 £54.67  Local Government Act 1972, s.214(6) 

BACS 2023-51 Shropshire Council (Joint Energy) Streetlighting power £769.87 £153.97 £923.84 Highways - Parish Councils Act 1957 s.3  

BACS 2023-52 Parish Clerk Staff Salary £2,159.95 £0.00 £2,159.95  Local Government Act 1972 s 112 (1) 

DD 2023-53 HMRC HMRC Tax and NI £850.76 £0.00 £850.76 Local Government Act 1972 s 112 (1) 

DD 2023-54 NEST Pension Contribution (Employer) £68.95 £0.00 £68.95 LGPS SI 20008/238&239 

DD 2023-55 NEST Pension Contribution (Staff) £91.94 £0.00 £91.94 LGPS SI 20008/238&239 

BACS 2023-56 SSE Pavilion electricity -£551.07 -£27.56 -£578.63 Local Government Act 1972, s.133 

DD 2023-57 Vodafone Limited Mobile phone £18.08 £3.61 £21.69 Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

DD 2023-58 Unity trust bank charges £50.00 £0.00 £50.00 Local Government Act 1972 s.111 
  

Totals £4,749.06 £144.48 £4,893.54 

 

Forthcoming payments for approval 

Ref Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act 

BACS 2023-59 SLCC Enterprises Ltd Staff Training £60.00 £12.00 £72.00 Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

BACS 2023-60 Cartridge People Councillor expenses £113.08 £22.61 £135.69 Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

DD 2023-61 Unity trust bank charges £33.45 £0.00 £33.45 Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

BACS 2023-62 ORP Surveillance Ltd Broadband transfer to new supplier £310.00 £62.00 £372.00  Local Government Act 1972, s.133 
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Ref Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act 

BACS 2023-63 DCK Payroll Solutions Payroll Services £30.00 £6.00 £36.00 Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

DD 2023-64 Veolia ES Refuse emptying £46.36 £9.27 £55.63  Local Government Act 1972, s.214(6) 

BACS 2023-65 Highline Electrical Ltd Streetlight repair £115.00 £23.00 £138.00 Parish Councils Act 1957 s.3  

BACS 2023-66 Brewer, D Pavilion Caretaking and Cleaning £163.50 £0.00 £163.50  Local Government Act 1972, s.133 

BACS 2023-66 Brewer, D Allotment Path Cutting £54.50 £0.00 £54.50 Small Holdings and Allotments Act 1908 s26  

BACS 2023-66 Brewer, D bus shelter cleaning £49.05 £0.00 £49.05 Local Government (Misc. shelters Prov.) Act 1953, s.4 

BACS 2023-66 Brewer, D Playing Field grasscutting rough area £21.80 £0.00 £21.80  Public Health Act 1875 s.164 

BACS 2023-66 Brewer, D Litter picking £98.10 £0.00 £98.10 Public Health Act 1875 s.164 

BACS 2023-71 Parish Clerk Refreshments PC meeting £5.80 £0.00 £5.80 Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

BACS 2023-71 Parish Clerk Postage (Parish Roundabout) £29.25 £0.00 £29.25 Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

BACS 2023-71 Parish Clerk Printing £4.77 £0.00 £4.77 Local Government Act 1972 s.111 

BACS 2023-71 Banner Group Ltd Stationery £38.30 £7.66 £45.96 Local Government Act 1972 s.111 
  

Totals £ 1,172.96   £ 142.54   £ 1,315.50  

 

 
Income received in May 2023  

Description Net VAT Gross 

Neighbourhood Fund 58,850.05 0.00 58,850.05 

Pavilion Hire 275.00 0.00 275.00 

Returned Grant 1000.00 0.00 1000.00 

Interments (1) 610.00 0.00 610.00 

Totals 60,735.05 0.00 60735.05 



Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Council 

Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Council meeting 14 June 2023 Page 1059 
 

Appendix B Annual Accounts and Audit 

Annual Financial Statement 
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Internal Auditor’s Report 
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Annual Governance Statement – AGAR Section 1 
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Accounting Statements – AGAR Section 2 
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Reconciliation of all Bank Accounts 

 

Bank reconciliation – pro forma

Name of smaller authority: 

County area (local councils and parish meetings only): 

Financial year ending 31 March 2023

Prepared by (Name and Role):

Date: 25/04/2023

£ £

Balance per bank statements as at 31/3/23:

Unity Trust Deposit Account 80,486        

Unity Trust Current Account 111,820      

Redwood Bank 85,264        

Nationwide 86,418        

363,988               

Petty cash float (if applicable) -                       

Less: any unpresented cheques as at 31/3/xx (enter these as negative numbers)

item 1

item 2

-                       

Add: any un-banked cash as at 31/3/23

cheque deposit 1 140             

140                      

Net balances as at 31/3/23 (Box 8) 364,128               

This reconciliation should include all bank and building society accounts, including short term investment accounts. It must agree to Box 8 in the column 

headed “Year ending 31 March 20xx” in Section 2 of the AGAR – and will also agree to Box 7 where the accounts are prepared on a receipts and 

payments basis. Please complete the highlighted boxes, remembering that unpresented cheques should be entered as negative figures.

Bridget Laraway, Parish Clerk & RFO

Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Council

Shropshire
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Explanation of variances 

 

Name of smaller authority: Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Council

County area (local councils and parish meetings only): Shropshire

Insert figures from Section 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highlighted boxes 

2021/22 2022/23 Variance Variance

Explanation 

Required?

Automatic responses trigger below based on figures 

input, DO NOT OVERWRITE THESE BOXES Explanation from smaller authority (must include narrative and supporting figures)

£ £ £ %

288,208 327,497

Explanation of % variance from PY opening balance 

not required - Balance brought forward does not 

agree, query this

Rounding error

84,781 84,565 -216 0.25% NO  

43,661 98,971 55,310 126.68% YES  

5 grants totalling £30,126, Investment interest £3,279, Neighbourhood fund £14,947 higher 

than 21/22, VAT refund £7,322 higher than 21/22.

32,711 37,155 4,444 13.59% NO  

0 0 0 0.00% NO  

56,441 109,749 53,308 94.45% YES  

Streetlight upgrade programme £28,570, CCTV Camera £1958, Play equipment repairs 

£4285, Building repairs £1388, River bank maintenance £1960, 2 additional editions of 

newsletter £2091, New litter bins x 3 £1350, Grant funds to groups £1629, Civic expenses 

£256, Defibrillator spares following product recall £534, Increase in energy costs £700, New 

Garden of remembrance £3895. Remainder of variance results from higher costs of goods 

and services.

7 Balances Carried Forward 327,498 364,129 VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED

YES

EXPLANATION REQUIRED ON RESERVES TAB 

AS TO WHY CARRY FORWARD RESERVES ARE 

GREATER THAN TWICE INCOME FROM LOCAL 

TAXATION/LEVIES

327,497 364,128 VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED

360,590 370,967 10,377 2.88% NO  

0 0 0 0.00% NO  

Next, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that will be 

flagged in the green boxes where relevant:

• variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than £200); 

• New from 2020/21 onwards: variances of £100,000 or more require explanation regardless of the % variation 

year on year;

• a breakdown of approved reserves on the next tab if the total reserves (Box 7) figure is more than twice the 

annual precept/rates & levies value (Box 2).

5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment

6 All Other Payments

Explanation of variances – pro forma 

8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments

10 Total Borrowings

1 Balances Brought Forward

2 Precept or Rates and Levies

3 Total Other Receipts

4 Staff Costs

9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term Investments and Assets
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Explanation of Reserves 

 
  

Explanation for ‘high’ reserves
(Please complete the highlighted boxes.)

Box 7 is more than twice Box 2 because the authority held the following breakdown of reserves at the year end:

£ £ £

Earmarked reserves:

Reserve 1 130537

Parish projects - community building refurbishment, events, and any 

other projects identified when consultation takes place

Reserve 2 22750 Cemetery and Allotments future expansion and maintenance

Reserve 3 4193 Surplus from Community Meals project - now community grant fund

Reserve 4 10046 Office Equipment, Election Costs, Consultation, Noticeboards

Reserve 5 38115 Playing Field and equipment projects and maintenance

Reserve 6 37566 Streetlight upgrades, bus shelter, road safety measures

Reserve 7 6000 Street furniture, defibrillator.

249207

General reserve 114921

114921

Total reserves (must agree to Box 7) 364128
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Explanation of re-stated 2021-22 figures 

 

SHO147 Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Council, Shropshire

Explanation of re-stated values for 21/22

Submitted 

21/22 AGAR

Re-stated

Box 9 331054 360590

Box 9 Acting on advice from the Internal Auditor, the Parish Council has included a valuation for its streetlight assets in the 2022/23 

Asset valuation.  Box 9 on the 2021/22 AGAR was therefore restated to include a valuation for the 147 streetlight assets held at 

31.3.22.


