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For all enquiries (including burial enquiries) please contact the Parish Clerk: 

Telephone: 01691 886502     E-mail: clerk@selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 

Website: www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 

Parish Clerk: Bridget Laraway 

Parish Council Meetings  

Parish Council meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month except August 

when there is no meeting.  Details of agendas and minutes of previous meetings can be 

viewed on the Council’s website , www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 

Current agendas are posted on the parish notice boards in Selattyn bus shelter, outside 

Gobowen Library, outside the Co-op in Gobowen and outside The Last Inn in Hengoed. 

A message to our Advertisers 

THANK YOU! 

…..for supporting the Parish Roundabout 

magazine in the past.  

We will be in touch with you all in the 

coming weeks to confirm your advertising 

requirements for future editions and any 

credits that you are due for the period that 

the magazine was out of circulation. 

Any businesses  interested in advertising in 

the next edition of the Parish Roundabout 

for the first time, please contact the Parish 

Clerk by 14th January 2022.  

And a thank you to our 

 Contributors 

…..for helping to make this edition of the 

Parish Roundabout possible with your news, 

events and photographs.  Without you the 

pages would be empty!   

We are always on the lookout for news 

articles, reports, artwork, photographs, local 

information and events for future editions.  

If you have anything to contribute to our 

next edition, please send it to the Parish 

Clerk by  14th January 2022.  

Parish Roundabout distributors wanted!  

Do you have a small amount of time to spare to help deliver the Parish Roundabout 
magazine 4 times a year?  We have rounds available in Gobowen village and the rural 

areas around Selattyn and Hengoed.   

Please contact the Parish Clerk on 01691 886502 or clerk@selattyn-

gobowenpc.org.uk if you can help.  Thank you! 
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Welcome to the first Roundabout for a long time.  We know a lot of parishioners have 
missed the publication and we look forward to publishing more regularly going into 2022. 
The way that the Roundabout is being distributed will be improving in 2022.  See Page 22 for 
details of how to let us know if you would like to change how you receive your copy in the 
future.    

In May 2021 the new Parish Council met together for the first time after the elections, aided 
by our excellent new Clerk Bridget Laraway. It’s great to see some familiar faces on the 
council but even more pleasing to see new Councillors join us to make a difference in the 
Parish. We currently have a vacancy for a new Councillor which will we hope to fill at our 
January meeting, so, if you are interested please get in touch with the Parish Clerk. 

The Council has continued to work through the pandemic and I’m really pleased with some 
of the things we have achieved as a council since last publication: 

• Agreement to upgrade all streetlights to LED and replacement of end of life concrete 
columns 

• Plans in place to start a new garden of remembrance in Hengoed Cemetery in 2022 

• Formation of a new communications working group to work on new ways of 
communicating with the Parish including a new website  

• Declaration of Climate Emergency 

• Plans in place to adopt a Green Policy to ensure we minimise our carbon impact 

We are currently in the process of developing the budget for 2022/23. If you have any ideas 
for things that could be included, please let the Parish Clerk know by 20th December so we 
can consider them. We are especially interested in providing extra bins throughout the 
Parish to reduce the amount of rubbish and dog mess on our streets. 

We continue to raise local issues with our County Councillors, the Police and other agencies.  
Over the last months these have included potholes, speeding, a sewage leak, the closure of 
St Martin’s Surgery and Anti-Social Behaviour in the area.  If you have any concerns, we have 
a public participation session at every meeting to give parishioners the opportunity to raise  
them. 

Finally, I want to say thank you. I want to say thank you to our new Clerk and the new 
Council. More importantly, I want to say thank you to our key workers throughout the 
Parish. The last 20 months have been difficult for each and every one of us in the Parish and 
as we head into the winter months please do remember to look in on your neighbours, 
particularly anyone who is elderly or vulnerable.               

 Cllr Craig Emery 

Cover image: Neil Evans                                                                                                                         Chairman  
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Graham Edwards Memorial 

 Trophy 

Firstly, I would like to thank you all for your 

continued support of the Graham Edwards 

memorial trophy. This year our community 

raised a fantastic £5000 and congratulations 

go to our 2021 champions, Morda FC!  

We would also like to give a special thanks 

to George Miah and his family from the 

Simla restaurant, Oswestry who kindly 

donated £400.00 to give us our final total 

for the tournament. An amazing gesture 

from George who does so much for the local 

communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Members with George Miah and family 

We are pleased to announce our new 

partnership and official sponsors of the 

Graham Edwards memorial Trophy, Mike & 

Rachael Philbin of Weston pools, Morda.  

Having already done so much for us this 

year in sponsoring the match ball and 

supplying the PA system for the final we are 

very excited for the future. 

As we are busy organising our first two 

events under the new partnership, The 

Bartells playing 20th November and Our 

legendary sportsman’s evening with Neil 

“Razor” Ruddock on 26th November I am 

pleased to announce that they are both are 

completely sold out!  

We are now in our 47th year of raising 

money for leukaemia research. The 

tournament that was started in 1975 by a 

dedicated group of people after Graham 

Edwards sadly lost his life to leukaemia.  

Our first tournament raising £100., changes 

to the committee, Guest appearances from 

Gary Lineker, Ian Rush, Paul Merson plus 

many more sporting legends and 47 years of 

continued support from the teams and our 

community, the total raised so far is over an 

incredible £150,000. We are proud to be one 

of the longest running charity football 

competitions. 

On behalf of myself and the committee we 

are extremely grateful to each and everyone 

of you who have taken part, shown up and 

contributed over the years to enable us to 

keep the tournament going and to 

continually donate and help to make a 

difference to such a wonderful charity. 

 Finally, we would like to welcome you all 

back to the 2022 tournament and hope to 

see the many new faces in the village 

attending and supporting us in exchange for 

some exciting football and fantastic 

entertainment.  
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Without the support of the committee, 

partners and our community all this would 

not be possible.  Thank you for your 

continued support.  

Wayn Martayn 

Gobowen Primary School 

It has been a very busy start to the school 

year at Gobowen Primary School.  

A group of KS1 children played in a mini 

football festival at another school. They 

represented the school fantastically and 

showed a great competitive edge to 

compete against other children from other 

schools. It was a joy to see the look on their 

faces when they scored a goal. 

Some year groups have been out on a school 

trip to Liverpool Museum and thoroughly 

enjoyed it. The children reported that they 

almost had the whole museum to 

themselves! They had lots to talk about 

when they returned.  

A KS2 class also took part in a football 

festival at another school. Both teams 

played well. I was most impressed with how 

they encouraged each other on the football 

pitch 

The children at school have been learning 

how to debate a motion over the past few 

weeks. This month they demonstrated a live 

debate in front of 20 adults and 15 children. 

The children were amazing! Their speaking 

and use of vocabulary were exceptional. It is 

noticeable how much more confident they 

are becoming, and they were all happy to 

share what they enjoy about debating/ 

speaking to an audience. Debate/public 

speaking is something we will be teaching 

the children across the school throughout 

the year.  

You may have seen in the Oswestry 

Advertiser of a report about a fire that 

happened on the school grounds. I will 

confirm that this did not happen, and I have 

contacted the paper about this. They have 

informed me that they will rectify this 

incorrect report. 

We are hopeful of the EYFS children staging 

a nativity at All Saints church in December, 

but this will all be dependent on government 

guidelines in regard to Covid19. 

We held parents evening on Microsoft 

Teams for the first time. It was definitely 

very different from normal proceedings, but 

the feedback has been positive so far.  

The children are enjoying music assemblies 

and many of our children attend after school 

clubs. 

We have also installed a 200m running track 

on the school field and the children are 

making great use of this. 

Visits to the school are always welcome for 

prospective parents and we currently have 

spaces in some year groups. We have been 

oversubscribed for the last two years and it 

is a great sign that parents are confident in 



6 

 

choosing Gobowen Primary as the best 

place for their child/ren to begin their 

education. 

If you would like any further information, 

please contact the school on 01691 661343. 

Mr. Walsh 

Headteacher 

Join the Parish Footpaths  
Volunteers! 

The Parish of Selattyn & Gobowen has an 

enthusiastic and energetic working group 

(the Parish Paths Partnership) which meets 

at least once a month to survey and clear 

public footpaths, repair wooden stiles and 

install galvanised kissing gates.  The 

purpose is to improve the many cross-

country Rights-of-Way for walkers (and 

their dogs).   

The team works with the Shropshire 

Outdoor Recreation Department, which 

helps to fund, train, and equip, whilst 

lending their expertise.  The team operates 

semi-independently, investigating and 

responding to reports received from County 

on problem footpaths and public Rights-of-

Way. 

The Parish group currently has 8 members 

and is always on the look-out for new 

volunteers (over 18) who enjoy the 

outdoors and are willing to boost their skills 

in simple construction techniques.  

Whether you are looking to improve your 

physical health and general well-being, or 

simply to help to make a difference, the 

Group offers enjoyable company and a real 

sense of achievement.  (Contact Mike 

McKenna through Parish Clerk 01691 

886502)  

Gobowen Food Bank 

When we started our Food Bank back in 

March of last year, we really didn’t expect it 

to be still in existence. however, there is 

still very much a need of help for people in 

Gobowen. 

We initially started off with a grant from 

the Three Parishes Lottery Fund, individual 

donations, and from Shropshire Council. 

The requests for help and food were 

starting to increase, from us doing shopping 

for an older lady, to even going to mow 

someone’s lawn. 

Morrison’s Supermarket were extremely 

generous and started donating food to us 

every week, and we would top up by buying 

food every fortnight. 

We keep in monthly contact with all the 

food banks in Shropshire, through the 

Shropshire Poverty Food Alliance Group, 

and have managed to acquire grants from 

them and from the Shrewsbury Masons, we 

have received grant from the Parish 

Council, Gobowen School, and individual 

donations, and we have had pallets of food 

from DEFRA. 

We do have to continue sourcing funds to 
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be able to continue. 

It has been a struggle at times to keep the 

supply of food flowing, but you know we 

always manage it, so when reading this, if 

you can contribute any item of food it really 

would be appreciated. 

We are in Preeshenlle Schoolroom every 

Wednesday from 10.00- 12.00noon – or 

text 07907972657 or 07971466296 

At the height of demand for boxes/bags of 

food we were looking after 31 Adults and 

22 children, we have again seen an 

increase, although some are now ‘back on 

their feet’ and no longer need our help.  

But we are still helping over 50 people. 

We have a team of 5 who pack the food, 

and a team of 4 volunteers who deliver, as 

well as a volunteer who comes and make us 

a cuppa. 

Our volunteers deliver to different parts of 

Gobowen, to a broad spectrum, who are all 

so very grateful to us for helping them 

when they need help. 

B Cassidy 

on behalf of all the Volunteers  

Gobowen Food Bank  

Parish Councillor Vacancy 

 Are you passionate about your local 

area? 

 Would you like to offer your skills 

and experience to help shape your 

community? 

 Do you enjoy being part of a team? 

 Are you passionate about services 

provided to local people? 

If you can answer yes to these questions, 

why not consider applying?  Contact the 

Parish Clerk for more information and an 

application form.  Closing date Tuesday 4th 

January 2022.    

Oswestry Racecourse Management 

Association (ORMA)  

During our site visits, ORMA make a list of 

work party jobs that can be carried out by 

volunteers and a list of jobs that require 

more specialist attention  

Some Heather has been sown by Shropshire 

Council’s Countryside Steward team, on a 

patch that had been scarified near the top 

of the Racecourse track, it will be sometime 

before results are known to see if it has 

been successful, but it has taken well. 

ORMA members cleared bracken around 

the hawthorn, bilberries and heather by the 

top bench to encourage more growth. 

Benches have been cleaned by the 

Countryside Stewardship team near the 

Grandstand, one is beyond repair. 
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There is an area which has not been walked 

or surveyed (on the Oswestry side of the 

common) which needs some TLC and 

monitoring – ORMA will look for some 

indicative species training. 

Pond work on North and South is planned 

for November to March and a specialist 

contractor is being sought.  

Metal Detectorist have been on the site and 

have dug holes in various places, ORMA 

would like to stress that metal detectorists 

are required to seek permission from the 

land owner before any detecting takes 

place. In the case of Oswestry Racecourse 

that would be the Earl of Powys’ office for 

the south common and Lord Harlech’s 

office for the north common. Shropshire 

Council are Countryside Stewards over the 

whole site so they too could be contacted. 

Not unexpectedly, there is some evidence 

of Ash die back and one veteran rowan tree 

has split in two. The fern and bilberry area 

has a large number of birch and oak trees 

growing which will light starve this area, 

some trees need thinning here. The Tree 

team will visit the site in the coming weeks 

to assess. 

ORMA will be looking into replacing some 

of the information boards around the site 

that have become damaged and illegible 

over time  

Forthcoming work party dates (1;30pm 

start).  Volunteers welcome.  Please wear 

suitable clothing and footwear and bring 

gloves. 

5th Dec—Prune spring flowering gorse on 

the north common (meet at layby). 

15th Jan—Pull / cut birch saplings behind 

car park benches  (meet in car park). 

13th Feb—Pull bracken from heather area 

on the north common (meet at layby). 

Library Services 

Owen Mobile Library stops at Middle 

Hengoed, City Lane 9:30am—9:55am and 

Cross Keys Selattyn 10:05am—10:15am on 

alternate Tuesdays.  The next dates are: 

Tuesday 14th December 2021 and Tuesday 

11th January 2022. 

Gobowen Library , St Martins Road, 

Gobowen, SY11 3NP.  Tel: 01691 653388.  

Opening times: 

Tuesday 10am—1pm; 2pm—5pm 

Thursday  10am—1pm; 2pm –5pm 

Saturday 10am—1pm. 

Derwen College Orangery 
Restaurant reopens 

The Orangery Restaurant, at Derwen 

College, near Oswestry, welcomed back 

customers to its newly refurbished dining 

rooms on 2nd November. Some of the first 

customers through the door were former 

students visiting the area with their 

families.  

The restaurant has been closed since March 

2020 and students and staff were delighted  
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to usher the first diners to their tables. 

The restaurant has a new look and a new 

menu which includes customer favourites 

such as locally-produced pork sausages, 

home-made steak and Stonehouse beer 

pie, and beer-battered cod and chips, 

alongside Chicken Tikka Masala and Thai 

green vegetable curry. Starters, desserts, 

children’s options, and a wide selection of 

drinks are also available. Prices have been 

kept as competitive as they were pre-

pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Libby and her family, served by Jodie. 

The Orangery Restaurant is part of the 

College’s commercial area which is open to 

the public. The College’s ‘High Street’ has 

easy parking and is a popular destination. It 

includes a Garden Centre & Shop, Walled 

Garden Café, The Vintage Advantage 

charity shop and Hotel 751 training hotel. 

The shops and eateries are all open to the 

public and provide work experience for 

students with SEND. 

The Orangery Restaurant will be launching 

its Christmas menu soon. The restaurant is 

open Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.  

Tree work at Hengoed Cemetery 

In preparation for the development of a 

new Garden of Remembrance area at 

Hengoed Cemetery, one of the flowering 

cherry trees at the Cemetery is being  cut 

down on Tuesday 14th December.   The 

contractors will make every effort to keep 

disruption to a minimum but please be 

aware that it will be a noisy task. 

The Parish Council will plant another tree 

elsewhere in the Cemetery to  replace it 

when the development work is completed.  

News from Big Local  

As you may know, Three Parishes Big Local 

is finishing at the end of 2022. Lots of 

community groups, projects, activities and 

support have been funded and/or run by 

the 3PBL partnership over the last 7 years. 

Due to Covid many of the last 2 years plans 

had to be put on hold, but we’ve still 

managed to support local organisations 

with grant funding and keep projects like 

My Money Matters available. This final 13 

months some of the final plans will be 

coming to fruition and we’re pleased to 

share these with you. There is also a pot of 

grant money still available , so if your 

community group, organisation or new 

business is in need of some financial 

support or wants to run an event that 

needs some funding, please do get in touch 

and we can let you know what is available. 

All final applications must be in by May 

2022. 
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for residents living or working in the Three 

Parishes. For more information or to 

arrange a telephone appointment, contact 

Karen Williams Mon-Weds from 9-5 on 

07526 169 305 or 01743 644 941. 

Three Parishes Means Business 

Paul Newman of Be a Better Fish and JC’s 

Careers Services are still available to help 

residents affected by job loss or job 

insecurity with CV writing services, as well 

as being on hand to assist residents with 

their new small business or changes to 

business after Covid.  

If anyone would like to know more about 

the support available, please contact the Be 

A Better Fish Club via 

www.beabetterfish.com or call Paul directly 

on 07534 975 440. 

Three Parishes Big Local Equipment Library 

The equipment library has now been closed 

and items are being distributed. A list of 

who has what will be compiled and made 

available so items can still be borrowed and 

shared between the villages through the 

community hubs. 

Please get in touch if you would like any 

more information about any of the projects 

or anything Big Local, we would love to 

hear from you.   

Contact Tiz on 07709 674 619, / 01691 

656882 or email: t.deakin@qube-

oca.org.uk.  Find us on Facebook 3PBigLocal 

 

Eat Well for Less 

Partnering with OsNosh in Oswestry we are 

launching an exciting project to help Three 

Parishes residents use their food surplus 

and reduce their food bills. We will be 

visiting local groups and organisations to 

explain what OsNosh can offer 3PBL 

residents, provide some free surplus food, 

and find out from you how we can make 

this project really beneficial. If you’d like to 

know more, or would like us to visit your 

group, and/or get involved please do get in 

touch. 

Health & Wellbeing 

We are partnering with Shropshire RCC to 

deliver a range of Health and Wellbeing 

sessions and workshops. Functional Fitness 

MOT’s for the over 65s are being well 

received with the final one to take place in 

St Martins in February. There are more 

helpful workshops coming including 

Diabetes awareness, understanding 

Dementia and Preventing falls. Keep an eye 

on the local notice boards and our 

Facebook page.  

My Money Matters 

Monthly drop-ins in each village have 

started for those who cannot receive over 

the phone support. Free citizens advice 

telephone support from Karen will continue 
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1st Gobowen Scout Group  

As it has been with everyone, the last 18 

months has been pretty traumatic, with us 

not being able to meet inside our Scout 

Hall, but thanks to my incredible Leaders, 

all sections, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and 

Explorers meet every week via Zoom, I 

know it wasn’t for everyone, but we still 

maintained contact with majority of our 

youngsters. 

Whilst we were not using our Hall, we took 

the opportunity of ‘refreshing’ both the 

outside and inside, again thanks to our 

incredible Group committee, we were able 

to secure a grant from Severn Trent, and 

installed a brilliant kitchen, its lovely to be 

able to open drawers, and they don’t fall 

apart.  And the outside, having new fence 

and slabs down, it certainly looks cared for 

now. 

We started back in Sept. and although not 

everyone returned, we have maintained 

our numbers with new Beavers and Cubs 

coming along to get the taste of fun, 

friendship and learning new skills, and of 

course the highlight of scouting, camping. 

We should have gone to Kandersteg, which 

is the International Scouting Centre (KISC ) 

in Switzerland this July, to experience the 

international adventure, meeting Scouts/

Explorers from all over the world, an 

awesome place set up in the mountains.  

However, this was postponed until July 

2024 (the only available date).  So those 

who have their names down are in for a 

fantastic, once in a lifetime experience. 

If you would like to be a part of our Scout 

Group, either leader, helper, or youngster, 

please get in touch 07907972657 

B Cassidy 

Group Scout Leader/Akela 

Parish Grants  

Are you involved with a local community 

group, project or charity? 

Each year, at the March meeting, the Parish 

Council considers applications for grant 

funding from local groups, charities and 

organisations.   

In 2022, the Parish Council will also be 

awarding the first grants from its new 

Roundabout Community Fund.  This fund 

has been set up with the proceeds that 

remained when the Community Meals 

project closed in early 2020.  This fund is 

specifically for groups or projects that 

support disadvantaged or vulnerable 

parishioners. 

If you would like an application form or to 

find out more information about the two 

types of grant available, please contact the 

Parish Clerk by email clerk@selattyn-

gobowenpc.org.uk or by telephone 01691 

886502.   

The closing date for all applications is 28th 

February 2022. 

mailto:clerk@selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk
mailto:clerk@selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk
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Hengoed Defibrillator course  

Run by Effie Cadwallader, Community First 

Responder.  Wednesday 26th Jan 7pm-9pm 

at the Last Inn, Hengoed.  Places are 

limited. This is a free course but donations 

to cover the expenses incurred by the CFR 

would be appreciated. 

Contact Annie Kerr on 01691 659794 to 

book your place. 

More defibrillator courses will be run across 

the Parish in the coming months.  Please 

contact the Parish Clerk (01691 886502 or 

clerk@selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk) to 

register your interest.   

Parkinsons in the Marches 

Many thanks for the generous donation 

given by Selattyn and Gobowen Parish 

Council earlier this year.  This enabled us to 

host a highly successful and well attended 

Parkinson's Life Seminar at the Wynnstay 

Hotel in Oswestry on 8th August. This 

provided information, conversation and 

ongoing support for local people affected 

by Parkinson’s. Speakers included a Speech 

therapist, Parkinson's UK nurses, local 

herbologist, Louise Idoux from Oswestry 

Herbarium and a Solicitor from Lanyon 

Bowdler offering practical advice regarding 

setting up Power of Attorney.  

Also providing entertainment was Jamie 

Jenkins representing the Welsh National 

Dance Company and sharing exercises 

particularly designed for people with 

Parkinson’s. This was very much enjoyed by 

all and several people continue to take 

advantage of the low impact dance classes 

offered at Coleg Cambria.  

Following the success of the Oswestry event 

it seemed natural to offer a similar 

experience which is to take place next April. 

The venue for this will be Coleg Cambria in 

Wrexham as we already have an affiliation 

with them through the Dancing for 

Parkinson's classes.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dancing with Parkinson’s at Coleg Cambria  

If you are affected in any way by Parkinson's 

and would be interested in attending this 

event or taking part in the dance and social 

interaction sessions at Coleg Cambria please 

phone 07984 596797 or email  

parkinsonsinthemarches@gmail.com  

Elaine and Mary 
Parkinsons in the Marches 

Gobowen Post Office 

The Parish Council has been advised that 

Gobowen Post Office will closing temporarily 

from 5pm on Wednesday 24th November 

while Post Office investigate the options 

available to re-instate a service to the local 
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community.  We will publish any updates 

on the Parish Council website and facebook 

page.   

In memory of Les Gee 

Les Gee, a well-known village gentleman 

who passed away during the pandemic is 

being honoured at Bangor-on Dee-

racecourse on 10th Dec where a race is 

being sponsored in his memory. If anyone 

wants details of the race or wants to 

contribute to the sponsorship fee they can 

contact Karen Roberts at The School Rooms 

or Andrew at Stans.  Friends of Les have 

raised the funds for the sponsorship. 

Karen Roberts 

Village Shows 

Some villages have Shows, many do not, 

and perhaps they are a dying feature in our 

annual calendar. So much else to do, much 

of it fairly instant ! Shows are anything but 

instant and require input from locals and 

time. Most enjoy the events when there, 

but few have the “time” to help them 

happen. As an example, one local village 

used to have a superb carnival and show. 

Seeing my wife in the parade as one of the 

“flower pot men" will be a long lasting 

memory! The organisers grew old and 

moved on and the final straw was when 

damage was done to the tentage by locals 

on a night out. Their excellent garden show 

has also petered out. 

Selattyn happily manages two summer 

events. The May fete for the church,  using 

the church yard and inside, to host the 

action. Flying teddies, welly wanging, 

tombolas, shove halfpenny, thwack the rat, 

and cake stalls to name but a few of the 

attractions. Then the Flower and Produce 

Show, to mark the end of summer, with this 

year seeing one of the finest collections of 

floral displays ever.  Both always well 

attended and raising funds for local 

charities and our church.  

This year the fete was a Covid victim, so the 

two combined in early September. Nearly 

£1,800 was raised for St Mary’s and the 

Oswestry food bank. 

Perhaps most importantly these Selattyn 

Shows are happy events for the village and 

much chat is a feature of the day. They 

support our three vital institutions—the 

church, the Docks pub, and the village 

school with their special entry categories. 

Tim Kirk 

Bryn Y Castell Coppice, Gobowen 

Anyone who visits Bryn Y Castell Coppice 

these days will be struck by the desolate 

look of some areas, where the main 

features are lots of decaying greenery, 

broken trees and large areas of very wet, 

but shallow, swampy ground.   

In fact, the Coppice as a natural wetland is 

going through its usual cycle of 

accumulating water both from rain and an 

overflowing River Perry, followed by a 

variable amount of drying-out, dependant 

on weather. 

But, beneath and around that apparent 
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all ages and backgrounds. It’s that easy. 

There is an opportunity to get involved in 

important issues of the day which often 

involve the well-being of less fortunate 

people both here in the UK and worldwide 

too. On a local level belonging to WI offers 

a chance of socialising and attending events 

with others around the county, and within 

the village we support local causes 

including taking a turn helping at the 

Derwen College fete and Oswestry Show. 

Why not try us out? Bring a friend. We 

meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 

All Saints’ Church Hall at 7 pm. We charge 

£2 for refreshments and we usually have an 

interesting speaker. We can guarantee you 

a warm welcome. Our first meeting of 2022 

will be on Tuesday 4th January, speaker 

TBA. The speaker on February 1st will be 

Barbara Steadman who will talk about 

‘Shopping’, but perhaps not as you would 

imagine! March 1st will be the new month 

for our AGM.  

For more information please contact the 

president, Helen Cattell, on 01691 656914. 

Gobowen WI Ladies with speaker Roy Bound 

 

destruction lies a wonderful world of 

plants, small animals, birds and 

invertebrates.  While the winds have 

wrought havoc with brittle willow trees, 

many forms of life have continued to thrive 

in the environment, relatively undisturbed 

by human interaction.  

An hour spent just listening and watching 

would reveal many species of visiting and 

nesting birds large and small, warblers, the 

occasional tawny owl, raptors, bats, 

squirrels, frogs and even the trace of otter.  

Who knows what waits to be discovered 

underfoot in the wetter areas? 

Whilst the Coppice basically looks after its 

own ecology, a small group of enthusiastic 

volunteers meets once a month to tidy-up 

and assist plant and tree life with small 

maintenance tasks.  Volunteers are always 

welcome to join the Group (contact Mike 

McKenna through Parish Clerk 01691 

886502). 

Mike McKenna 

Gobowen WI 

If you are new to the area or have lived 

here for some time have you ever thought 

about joining the Women’s Institute? Many 

women have a very outdated idea of what 

it means to belong to such an organisation. 

You don’t have to be able to make jam, 

cook, sew or knit, although we do sing 

‘Jerusalem’ here in Gobowen as a tribute to 

those stalwart ladies of the suffragette 

movement. The Women’s Institute 

encompasses and welcomes all women and 

is non party political and non religious. 

All we ask is that you make new friends of 
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Gobowen All Rounders 

All at Gobowen All Rounders are very 

excited to be celebrating our 50th 

Anniversary in September 2022.  We plan 

to invite all past children, staff and 

volunteers to a celebration of 

achievements.  If you have had any 

involvement in our pre-school over the past 

50 years please get in touch via email so 

that we can communicate with you about 

our event.  We hope lots of people can join 

us.  Email 

gobowenallrounders@gmail.com. 

Oswestry Old Racecourse – Flora 

and Fauna 

After a long and very strange year we can 

rely on the seasons as always, Autumn has 

set in on the commons, the leaves slow to 

turn due to mild weather. Fungi have 

emerged after the rain and this year 

Earthstars, Geastrum Triplex, nestled 

among the fallen Ash leaves. 

The mild weather has kept many plants 

confused, producing flowers and fresh 

growth and this spring the Early Purple 

orchids have increased, but the Common 

Spotted numbers are well down due to 

erosion. But a good spread of Hayrattle on 

both commons. 

We saw the first swallow on April 10th, the 

curlew calling in Bakers Hill a few days later, 

but sadly no cuckoo this year. 

Blackcaps and Bullfinch, Song thrush and a 

pair of Mistle thrush, the male singing his 

heart out at the top of a Conifer every 

evening. 

Great Crested Newts have been recorded in 

the South Common pond and sightings of 

Adders on both South and North commons, 

also, two Slowworms by the Grandstand. 

A surprise visitor was a lone Guinea Fowl, 

first seen in the Candy Wood she made her 

way up to the common, evading capture 

and dogs she stayed several weeks going 

around the bird feeders making a constant 

noise like a hinge that needed oiling. We all 

became rather fond of her and named her 

Geraldine. 

Sadly she disappeared, and despite the 

noise we missed her, and thought she was 

worth a mention in dispatches. We hope 

you are travelling on Geraldine. 

In September the contractor came to cut 

the commons, he did a good job as always, 

managing to mow around the patches of 

Harebells, no mean feat on a huge tractor. 

A Red Kite followed him, sailing overhead 

looking for Voles and Mice. 

The Fieldfares have arrived, flocks dropping 

down to feed on the Rowan and Hawthorn 

berries. 

There is a good crop of crab apples this 

year, they come to feed on the windfalls 

when the berries are gone. Their arrival is a 

sign that winter approaches. 

Carole Pugh 
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Oswestry Talking Newspaper for 

the Sight-Impaired 

Oswestry Talking Newspaper (OTN) is an 

audio overview of the local news taken 

from the Oswestry Advertizer and is 

prepared by volunteers for free distribution 

to visually impaired people in the local 

area.  

We are looking for volunteers to help re-

build a co-ordination team to improve the 

current operation following the covid 

outbreak.   If you have any of the following 

skills/interests:- 

 Technical knowledge of computing 

and use of software 

 Publicity and website knowledge 

 Social media 

 Organizational abilities  

And are interested then please contact us 

for further information at:- 

www.oswestrytn.org.uk 

email:- oswestrytn@outlook.com    

A meeting with Lezley Picton 

Following last May’s elections, Shropshire 

Council found itself with a new leader, Cllr 

Lezley Picton who is a council member for 

Tern in South Shropshire. 

The Council leader is chosen by the 

majority party (Conservative) on the council 

and is responsible for the thrust and 

direction of council policy. 

In October, representatives of Oswestry 

area parish councils met with Cllr Picton to 

hear her ideas on Shropshire Council policy 

direction and to question her on the entire 

range of its activity.  It has to be said that all 

our lives are influenced by the conduct of 

Shropshire Council and it is essential that its 

leader takes every opportunity to ‘keep us 

in the picture’. At the outset of the 

meeting, Cllr Picton accepted that, for too 

long, the council had fallen short in this 

respect. 

It was also agreed that the council’s 

relationship with parish councils had 

become less open and effective than it 

could have been and that there was need 

for greater candour and honesty between 

Shropshire Council and its parish partners.   

We all accept that over the past decade and 

beyond local councils have been starved of 

funds while, at the same time, being loaded 

with even more responsibilities and costs 

and, in this context, Cllr Picton pointed out 

that Shropshire has a ‘black hole’ of £15m 

and that social care takes up 85% of its 

resources, monies which are spent on just 

3% of its population.  Cllr Picton also talked 

of a government grant system which is 

THANK YOU to 

All those people who pick up 

litter off the playing field and in 

other areas of the parish.  Your 

public spirit is much 

appreciated. 



17 

 

there is no limit to the amount of time one 

can devote to council activity and the worry 

is that, as Shirehall struggles, more 

demands will be made on parish councils.  

Cllr Picton accepted that Shropshire Council 

had not worked well with parish councils 

and she suggested that Service Level 

agreements could be set up between 

Shirehall and the parishes and she ended 

with the remark “We have to be honest 

with you, and Shropshire Council has to 

keep the parishes much more informed”.  

The meeting with the Leader of Shropshire 

Council was a rigorous but agreeable 

occasion and we look forward to a follow-

up event in six months’ time. 

Cllr Peter Clare 

unfair to Shropshire as compared to, say 

Telford and Wrekin Council.  Council costs 

are rising constantly and it was noted that 

the latest Government National Insurance 

hike will cost Shropshire Council over 

£600,000 per year. 

As many of you know, the UK has a ‘skill 

shortage’ and this is nowhere more true 

than in Shropshire.  Shropshire Council has 

experienced great difficulty recruiting staff 

particularly in the Planning area but this 

problem also applies to the county’s major 

hospitals – Royal Shrewsbury and Telford’s 

Princess Royal.  Cllr Picton expressed 

concern that one or both hospitals might 

have to close if the situations deteriorated 

further.  Matters are exacerbated by ‘bed 

blocking’ i.e. when discharged patients 

cannot leave hospital because no care 

package is available.   

Planning is one of the most important 

aspects of council activity and all councils 

are having difficulty recruiting planning 

officers with the result that officer case 

loads have risen dramatically.  This is 

particularly true in planning enforcement. 

Planning enforcement is not the most 

attractive of occupations but it is important 

if a council is to prevent a ‘free for all’ 

whereby individuals and companies build 

what they want where they want.  In this 

regard, Cllr Picton informed us that 

Shropshire Council is having success 

rebuilding its enforcement team under a 

new lead officer. 

One thing I have learned since first 

becoming a Parish Councillor in 2007 is that 



18 

 

  

Listen out for the music and 

look out for Santa in his sleigh, 

with his helpers collecting for 

local good causes. 

13th December—starting from 

Gobowen Roundabout at 5:30pm. 

Route: St Martins Road, Hammonds 

Place & West Place., Fernhill, Perry 

Road, Rhewl Lane, Penycae, School 

Lane, Chirk Road. 

14th December—starting from 

Gobowen Roundabout at 5:30pm. 

Route: Whittington Road to Old 

Whittington Road, Trinity Close 

(front), The Meadows, Meadow 

Drive, Coldwell Gardens, Wats 

Meadow, Trewern / Almond / 

Cornwall Avenue, Village Centre, Old 

Chirk Road to Henlle.   

Both dates are subject to time, 

traffic and weather permitting.  

Due to difficulty turning his sleigh 

around in some roads, Santa may 

just pause at the entrance to the 

road so do listen out for the music 

and come and say hello! 

PREESHENLLE UNITED 
REFORMED CHURCH 

Come & see FATHER CHRISTMAS,   

listen to  GOBOWEN SCHOOL CHOIR 

Christmas Stalls, Children’s Christmas 

Crafts, Toys, Raffle, Books, Jewellery and 

more.  Soup and Hot Turkey Rolls served 

from 12 noon.   

SATURDAY 11TH DECEMBER  

10:30AM 

‘CHRISTMAS CRACKER’ 

 EVENING   

Friday 10th December 6:30pm  

Gobowen Scout Group invite you to 

an evening of  

Christmas Stalls and Games at  

GOBOWEN SCOUT HALL 

Coffee, mince pies and other 

refreshments available 
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OSWESTRY LADIES CHOIR 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT  

JOY TO THE WORLD  

15th December, 2021 7.45PM  

ALL SAINTS CHURCH GOBOWEN  

COVID SAFE  

TEA AND COFFEE  

 

TICKETS £6  Under 15s Free 

Tickets on sale at the door. 

 

 

 

VILLAGE CAROL EVENING 

Wednesday 15th December  

7:00pm at 

Gobowen Scout Hall 

with 

Llay Welfare Band  

Gobowen School Choir 

and members of our community 

ALL WELCOME 

Fortnightly Lunches 

  at  

Preeshenlle United Reformed Church 

The fortnightly lunches on Thursdays 

have resumed from 18th November.  All 

welcome. 

Join us for a Christmas Dinner on 

Thursday 16th December. 

Please ring Brenda on 01691 658016 or  

07907 972657  if you would like to 

attend so we have an idea of numbers. 

Free Holiday Activities  

with food  

for children aged 5-12 years. 

Monday 20th December 

1pm-5pm  

All Saints Church Hall, Gobowen 

Places are limited.   

Email info@tnsfcfoundation.org.uk to book 

a place for your child. 
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5th Dec (11am) Christmas Musical  

   Morning 

12th Dec (11am) “Come and See!” 

19th Dec (11am) Christmas Communion 

24th Dec (6:30am) Family Carol Service 

25th Dec (10:30am) Celebration of Gifts 

PREESHENLLE UNITED 
REFORMED CHURCH 
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‘Hello, I’m Police Community Support Officer Pete Roberts of West Mercia Police, I work as 

part of the Oswestry Rural North Safer Neighbourhood Team. The area coverage of our SNT 

team covers the villages of (amongst others) Weston Rhyn, Chirk Bank, St Martins, Gobowen 

& Whittington. I hope to be able to contribute to this newsletter on a regular basis, if you’ll 

have me back?!...  

In this edition I’d like to bring your attention to Scams, (noun: a dishonest scheme; a fraud). 

Scams are very prevalent at the moment and it is good practice to be aware of the scams that 

exist and what you can do about them. A delivery of the ‘The Little Book of Big Scams’ should 

be available for delivery with this newsletter in the near future. In the meantime… 

Ten golden rules to prevent fraud 

Remember these ten golden rules to help you prevent fraud and beat the scammers. 

1. Be suspicious of all ‘too good to be true’ offers and deals. There are no guaranteed get

-rich-quick schemes. 

2. Don’t agree to offers or deals immediately. Insist on time to get independent or legal 

advice before making a decision. 

3. Don’t hand over money or sign anything until you’ve checked someone’s credentials 

and their company’s. 

4. Never send money to anyone you don’t know or trust, whether in the UK or abroad, or 

use methods of payment you’re not comfortable with. 

5. Never give banking or personal details to anyone you don’t know or trust. This infor-

mation is valuable so make sure you protect it. 

6. Always log on to a website directly rather than clicking on links in an email. 

7. Don’t just rely on glowing testimonials. Find solid, independent evidence of a compa-

ny’s success. 

8. Always get independent or legal advice if an offer involves money, time or commit-

ment. 

9. If you spot a scam or have been scammed, report it and get help. 

10. Don’t be embarrassed about reporting a scam. Because the scammers are cunning and 

clever there’s no shame in being deceived. By reporting it, you'll make it more difficult 

for them to deceive others. 
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Get help or report a scam 

If you think you’ve uncovered a scam, been targeted by a scam or fallen victim to fraudsters, 

contact  Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or visit www.actionfraud.police.uk.  

Call us on 101 if you know the suspect or they’re still in the area. 

Reporting crime, including fraud, is important. If you don’t tell the authorities, how do they 

know it’s happened and how can they do anything about it? 

Remember that if you’re a victim of a scam or an attempted scam, however minor, there may 

be hundreds or thousands of others in a similar position. Your information may form part of 

one big jigsaw and be vital to completing the picture.’ 

Prefer to receive your future copies of the 

Parish Roundabout newsletter by email? 

To opt out of having a printed version of the Parish Roundabout newsletter 

delivered to your address and to choose to receive future copies of the 

Parish Roundabout by email instead: 

Email your name and address to clerk@selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk  

Use the phrase “Parish Roundabout email” as the title of your email. 

 

Should you wish to opt out of receiving a printed version of the Parish 

Roundabout newsletter and NOT wish to receive a copy by email: 

Email your name and address to clerk@selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 

Please use the phrase “No Parish Roundabout” as the title of your email.   

We will continue to distribute printed versions to any households that don’t 

opt out!  

Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Council will record and store your personal details in 

accordance with GDPR procedures.  A copy of our privacy policy is available on our website  

www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk/policies/ 
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Who are your Parish Councillors? 

Cllr Craig Emery (Chairman) 

Cllr Erica Morgan (Vice Chairman) 

Cllr Tony Broom 

Cllr Sue Crow 

Cllr Tasha Davies 

Cllr Sylvia Dyke 

Cllr Huw Ellis 

Cllr Neil Evans 

Cllr Ian Lander 

Cllr Mandy Lloyd 

Cllr Robert Macey 

Cllr Michael McKenna 

Cllr Simon Westwood-Bate 

1 Vacancy 

What does the Parish Council do? 

As well as producing and co-ordinating 

the distribution of the Parish 

Roundabout magazine, the Parish 

Council is currently responsible for the 

management and maintenance of the 

following assets in the parish: 

Hengoed Cemetery 

Gobowen Pavilion 

Gobowen Playing fields 

Gobowen Allotments 

Streetlights (those labelled as Parish 

Council lights) 

Bus Shelters 

Public benches and seats 

Floral planters in Selattyn and Gobowen 

Gobowen War Memorial 

2 Adopted Phone boxes 

3 Public Access Defibrillators 

How does the Parish Council work? 

The Full Council meets every month 

except for August and discusses a wide 

range of issues including concerns raised 

by residents.  Three Council committees 

meet quarterly and focus on a specific 

area to support the work of the Council.  

These are the Finance and Executive 

committee, Amenities and Services 

committee and Planning committee.  All 

the Council and Committee meetings are 

open to the public to attend and details 

of the agenda of items for discussion are 

published in advance. 

For more information…. 

Agendas are published on 

noticeboards and the website at least 

3 days before each meeting.  Past 

agendas and minutes, and other 

information is published on  the 

website: 

www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk. 
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How would you like to receive your future 

copies of the Parish Roundabout Newsletter? 

From January 2022, we are improving the ways that you can 

receive your Parish Roundabout newsletter. At the moment, 

we print and distribute a copy to every household in the 

Parish—nearly 2000 copies every quarter.     

We know that many local people are increasingly going ‘paper

-free’ and are now used to receiving their news electronically.  

In the interests of reducing wastage and being greener, we 

are now offering the option to receive your Parish 

Roundabout newsletter by email (instead of paper) every 

quarter.   

We will still print and deliver a copy to any household that 

would like to receive a printed version but you can now 

choose to receive an electronic version instead, or opt out of 

the newsletter completely.   

We will continue to make copies available for people to pick 

up from key locations around the village.   

See Page 22 of this newsletter for details of how you can 

choose to receive future editions delivered straight to your 

inbox, or opt out of future editions altogether.   

Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Council 


