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If you would like to advertise in the next edition of the Parish Roundabout please send your  
information to Amy Jones (contact details above) with a cheque made payable to ‘Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Coun-
cil’ by 1st May 2018. We accept written details, Word documents or jpeg format. It costs £50+VAT for an eighth of a 
page, £100+VAT for half a page and £200 +VAT for a full page a year. The Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Roundabout is 

published 4 times a year and distributed to over 1800 homes in the area. 

We always welcome contributions from people living in the parish or if you would like to have a photograph or piece of 
artwork on the cover then please get in touch with the Parish Clerk (see contact details above). The  deadline for the 

next issue (Autumn) is 1st August 2018. 

All articles and advertisements are published in good faith. Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council cannot check all details 
in the articles and any views expressed may not necessarily reflect those of the council. Neither can we be held  

responsible for the actions of any advertisers now or in the future. 

Parish Council meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month except August when there is no meeting.  
Details of agendas and minutes of previous meetings can be viewed on the Council’s website  

www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk. Current agendas are also posted on the parish notice boards in Selattyn bus shelter, 
outside the Library on St Martins Road, outside the Co-op in Gobowen, in Pant Glas, and outside  

The Last Inn in Hengoed. 

Supported by 
 
 

Cover image:  
Gobowen War Memorial 

Parish Clerk (including burial enquiries):  
Amy Jones, Hawthorn Cottage, Porthywaen, SY10 8LX 

Telephone: 01691 829571 
E-mail: clerk@selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 

Website: www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 

Vote for SELATTYN, GOBOWEN AND HENGOED WAR 
MEMORIALS BOOK in the Calor Community Fund. 

 
The Community Group have applied for funding for A FREE BOOK FOR 
ALL RESIDENTS THAT COMMEMORATES THOSE WHO ARE NAMED ON 
THE WAR MEMORIALS OF SELATTYN AND GOBOWEN PARISH. 
 
If they secure enough votes, they could receive £2,500 in funding.  
 
Please visit: 
www.calor.co.uk/communityfund 
And search for Selattyn or Gobowen or Hengoed to find information 
about the project. All 10 votes can be used on the same project. Voting is 
open May 22nd—26th June 
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Welcome to our latest edition of the 
Roundabout. Having recently been elected as 
Chairman of the Parish Council I would like to 
say what an honour it is to serve in this 
position. I would like to pay tribute to the 
work of our retiring Chairman, Huw Ellis, in 
representing and promoting the Parish. 
 
Recently, we held a well-attended Annual 
Meeting of the Parish. This was a good 
opportunity for the community to come 
together as parishioners, the council and 
local organisations. We received an 
interesting presentation on the work being 
done on the local War Memorial Project. 
Following this we had a lot of informative 
reports from local groups, either from their 
representatives or, through written reports. 
The evening finished with questions from the 
public. 
 
As a council we aim to be the voice of the 
community and part of our parish’s active 
life. As Chairman, I will try to carry on where 
Huw left off in supporting local groups and 
events many of which we are kindly invited to 
attend. 
 
Recently, I was delighted to attend the very 
first Fun Run organised jointly by Selattyn and 
Whittington schools. As race starter and 
trophy presenter it was clear to see the 
enthusiasm the children had to take part in 
the event. With good weather, food and 
stalls it was an enjoyable afternoon for all. 
Well done to all those involved in such a 
great event. 
 
As a council we have a busy year ahead which 
we approach in a positive frame of mind 

ready to keep working on your behalf. If we 
can be of any help, please get in touch. 

Robert Macey 
 

COUNCILLOR VACANCY 
 

The Parish Council currently have a vacancy 
for a Councillor. If you are interested in the 
role but would like to find out more, please 
contact the parish clerk for more details. To 
apply for the role, please submit an 
expression of interest which includes 
information on why you would like to be a 
councillor and what skills you can bring to the 
role. All expressions of interest must be 
submitted to the Clerk by Friday  29th June 
2018. Co-Option will then take place at the 
July meeting on 11.07.18 

Amy Jones, Parish Clerk 
 

GOBOWEN YOUTH CLUB 
 

The club runs every Monday, including Bank 
Holidays (unless otherwise stated) from 5pm-
7pm at a cost of £2 per person.  
 
Refreshments, activities and a range of sports 
will be on offer for young people age 10-16 
for more information please email  
naomi@gotothevenue.com  
 
Holiday Activities will run from the 25th of 
July to the 3rd of September every Monday 
on Gobowen Playing Fields 11-2pm. For any 
unforeseen changes—please regularly check 
our website and Facebook page 
www.tnsfc.co.uk/foundation or email 
naomi@gotothevenue.com Indoor facilities 
will be arranged in the event of bad weather 
and all sessions with the exception of Youth 
Clubs will include a free healthy lunch.  
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PARISH LIBRARY SERVICES 
 

Owen Mobile Library stops at Selattyn; Cross 
Keys on alternate Tuesdays, 10:05am – 
10:15am. For mobile library enquiries, please 
e-mail libraries@shropshire.gov.uk or phone 
01743 255024. 
 
Gobowen Library 
St Martins Road, Gobowen, SY11 3NP 
gobowen.library@shropshire.gov.uk 
01691 653388 
 
Opening times: 
Tuesday               10am – 1pm, 2pm – 5pm 
Wednesday        10am – 3.30pm (term-time 
only, staffed by Derwen College) 
Thursday             10am – 1pm, 2pm – 5pm 
Saturday              10am – 1pm 
 

WHAT’S ON AT GOBOWEN 
CENTRAL 

 

The summer is here at last and there’s a busy 
time ahead at Gobowen Central with plenty 
happening and  hopefully something for 
everyone. As well as the regular Rhymetime 
for pre-school children, the 21 June will be a 
special rhymetime highlighting the benefits 
of Bookstart, where there will be goodies 
given out to all children attending. The 12th 
June is National Empathy Day and this will 
see the return of the popular Kind Corner for 
pre-school children. 
 
For primary age children, the 14th July sees 
the national launch of the Summer Reading 
Challenge, where children read 6 library 
books and also collect stickers and goodies 
over the long summer holiday. The Beano is 
the theme this year, so on the 9th August 11-

12 noon, be careful as ‘Mischief Makers’ will 
make their way to Gobowen, causing havoc 
and fun! 
 
For adults, Time to Listen, the popular 
storytime for adults will continue on the 
second Tuesday of the month 2-3pm. 
CAB will be present every Thursday afternoon 
for advice. 
 
Every Wednesday, 7-9.30 The Bridge Club 
meet and welcome experienced and  
new players. 
 
STAR housing offer computer support to ALL 
residents, especially those claiming Universal 
Credit. 
 
June 18-23, sees The Festival of Learning 
Week, where there will be an opportunity to 
learn something new and the emphasis this 
year will be on history. We will be asking 
locals to rummage in their attics and sheds 
for old household items, no longer in use and 
bring them along to Gobowen Central. These 
items will be on display at GC for a week and 
on Saturday 23, 11-12noon, there will be a 
coffee morning and an opportunity to share 
memories and reminisce over cake and a 
cuppa! 
 
GC will also host a talk, Gobowen in History, 
on Wednesday 20th June 11-12 noon, by 
Mark Hignett from Oswestry Town museum, 
where records and artefacts relating to 
Gobowen from the museum will be the 
subject matter. 
 
July is National Scam Month. So, be smart 
and look out for a special session with West 
Mercia police at GC, to avoid being an 
innocent victim! 
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GARDEN OPEN 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 23rd,  at  BROOK HOUSE, 
SELATTYN, SY10 7LL  

2 – 5.30 p.m. 
Strawberries and Cream 

Plant Stall 
 
All proceeds towards the building of Horatio’s 
Garden at the Orthopaedic Hospital 
 
Entrance £5 per head (or more!) 
Parking in the field please. 
 
HORATIO’S GARDEN AT THE ORTHOPAEDIC 
HOSPITAL 
Horatio’s gardens have been created in three 
hospital grounds, set out to allow inpatients a 
peaceful access to the outdoors and a 
beautiful garden as a part of therapeutic 
treatment.  The gardens commemorate 
Horatio Chapple ,17,who was killed by a polar 
bear in the Arctic whilst on an expedition. 
Our Orthopaedic Hospital, in conjunction 
with the Horatio Gardens Trustees and our 
own League of Friends is fundraising to 
ensure we get such a superb asset for 
patients. 
 

IFTON MINERS MEMORIAL 
 

To date we have collected £20,944.18. We 
have made the first of four equal payments 
to Castle Fine Arts Foundry and they, with the 
artist, has finished the first stage of the full 
sized clay statue, which will be used to form 
the moulds. The committee visited the 
foundry in February, to see the unfinished 
statue, how awesome was that, even 
unfinished it has a presence that is incredible, 
I think the miners will be well impressed and 
feel it is a fitting memorial to them and their 

colleagues. 
 
We applied to the Lottery Heritage Fund for a 
grant but they said that they don't support 
monuments, which was a bit of a surprise as 
we carefully read the criteria and was 
convinced they would help with the cost. We 
have embarked on applying to lots of other 
places including Star Housing, Wrekin 
Housing Trust, Airbus, Awards for All and 
Tesco's Bag of Help to name but a few, these 
are small pots but well worth going for. 
 
We have also embarked on the programme 
for the day of unveiling, Saturday 24th 
November which includes a Church Service at 
12:15, a march to the statue, led by Ifton 
Colliery Band, The unveiling and then into the 
Stute for hot drinks and a performance of a 
new short play scripted by Morton Hall 
School and St Martins School Choir 
performing 'Only Remembered for What 
They have Done'. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT  
DERWEN COLLEGE 

  
Derwen College offers a range of leisure and 
shopping activities at its garden centre, shop, 
Orangery Restaurant and Garden Café. We 
host regular themed events throughout the 
year. 
 
14th July, 12pm-3:30pm—Afternoon Tea 
The Orangery Restaurant, Derwen College  
Visit Derwen College’s historical Orangery 
Restaurant for Afternoon Tea. Enjoy a variety 
of sandwiches, plain and fruit scones with 
jam, butter and cream, a selection of cakes 
and desserts together with a choice of tea or 
coffee. £7.95 per head Booking is essential: 
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Please call 01691 661234 ext 213 to book or 
email bookings@derwen.ac.uk 
 
30th-31st August—Makaton Beginners’ 
Workshop, Derwen College 
 
Makaton is a language programme using 
signs and symbols to help people to 
communicate. It is designed to support 
spoken language and the signs and symbols 
are used with speech, in spoken word order. 
For those who have experienced the 
frustration of being unable to communicate 
meaningfully or effectively, Makaton really 
can help; Makaton enables toddlers, children 
and adults to connect with other people and 
the world around them. The two-day 
beginners’ workshop course costs £110. To 
book telephone 01691 661234 or email 
learnwith@derwen.ac.uk 
 

GOBOWEN CHURCH HALL 
 

During the past two years, a small group have 
come together to update the facilities in the 
Hall. Following a period of fundraising which 
included a choir concert, quiz evenings and 
coffee mornings, generous donations, and 
grants from the Three Parishes Big Local, The 
Hilton Jones Trust, and The Millichop Fund, 
money has been raised to do this. 
 
In July 2017, the fully renovated kitchen with 
a new cooker was formally opened by Vera 
Ford. During last summer, the lighting in the 
Hall was updated and new emergency 
lighting installed. New double glazed door 
replace the old improving security and 
reducing heat loss. The Hall has been 
redecorated and the wooden floor polished. 
Six new small tables and eighty new more 
comfortable chairs have been bought. New 

blinds have replaced the curtains at the 
windows and fire doors. There are some new 
notice boards in place. The Hall continues to 
be available for private and community 
bookings. Despite all these improvements the 
charge for the Hall remains the same at £25 
per session inclusive of gas and electricity. 
The contact number is 01691 662957. 
 
The group will not disband and will continue 
to work together to increase facilities at the 
Hall. 

 
GRAHAM EDWARDS 

MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT 
 

The Graham Edwards Memorial Trophy has 
been competed for since 1975, in memory of 
and named after a local footballer, who sadly 
passed away. 
 
The tournament raises money for Leukaemia 
Research, and to date has passed on over 
£160,000! 
 
The competition will take place in Gobowen, 
with all matches to be played on Gobowen 
Playing Field, SY10 7GA. First games are to be 
played on Saturday 14th July, with the 
Final on Sunday 5th August. 
Match dates and times are as follows: 
Group Stage - Saturday 14th July - 
2pm & 6:30pm 
Group Stage - Tuesday 17th July - 6:30pm 
Group Stage - Wednesday 18th July - 6:30pm 
Group Stage - Thursday 19th July - 6:30pm 
Group Stage - Friday 20th July - 6:30pm 
Group Stage - Sunday 22nd July - 
2pm & 6:30pm 
Group Stage - Tuesday 24th July - 6:30pm 
Group Stage - Thursday 26th July - 6:30pm 
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Group Stage - Sunday 29th July - 
2pm & 6:30pm 
Semi-Final - Tuesday 31st July - 6:30pm 
Semi-Final - Thursday 2nd August - 6:30pm 
Final - Sunday 5th August - 3pm 
To raise further funds for the Charity, we will 
also be holding a Sportsman's Dinner at The 
Lion Quays on Sunday 14th October. 
The guest speaker will be Neil Ruddock, along 
with a comedian and auction; as well as a 2 
course Sunday lunch, for £35 per head.  
Any queries or to book tickets, please contact 
Rich Hardy (07922 427302), Matt Hardy 
(07519 714664), Mike Hodge (07828 000192) 
or Andrew Faulkes (07854 742729). 
 

SELATTYN SCHOOL PTA 
  

The aim of Selattyn CE Primary School PTA is 
to organise fun activities for families, adults 
and children throughout the academic year 
and successfully raise funds to provide 
facilities and equipment which both support 
and benefit the whole school community. 
  
We have had a very successful year so far 
raising over £2430!  This was done by holding 
the following events:  Scarecrow Trail, New 
Year Fair, Scholastic Book Fair, Disco, Easter 
Bingo, a Bag2School collection and Christmas 
cards. 
  
As you can see it’s never a dull moment at 
Selattyn School! In recent years funds raised 
have gone towards the refurbishment of the 
school kitchen, a new piano, books for the 
library, equipment for Classes, covered 
walkway, conservatory and poly tunnel.  This 
year we are focussing on raising as much 
money as we can as we hope to have a sports 
wall on the school yard. 
  

Our next event is a collaborative Family 
Fundraiser with Whittington Primary School 
which is a Fun Run being held at The Quinta 
during May.  This is the first event of its kind 
as we haven’t done a joint venture before 
but we have great hopes for a successful day 
and envisage that this is something that we 
can do again in the future. 
 
On Saturday 7th July, 12.00 - 2.00 pm we 
have our Summer Fair at the school which is 
always great fun for all.  We welcome pupils, 
their families, the local community and 
anyone else who would like to see our 
fabulous school and have a go on one of our 
many stalls and take part in the activities on 
offer. 
 
We have a strong PTA with four main officers 
and a merry band of PTA Friends.  We are 
always open to new ideas and offers of help 
and all parents are welcomed at our regular 
PTA meetings.  Also welcomed are donations 
of raffle prizes which are used at our 
events.  Any donation – big or small – is 
greatly appreciated. 
  
If you would like any further details or are 
willing to donate a raffle prize please do not 
hesitate to contact the PTA. Please email: 
selattynschoolpta@gmail.com 

 

GOBOWEN ALLROUNDERS 
01691 653147 

www.gobowenallrounders.com 
gobowenallrounders@gmail.com 

 
Ofsted rate us as ‘Good’. 
‘The standard of care is outstanding. Staff go 
above and beyond to support children and 
their families when they request further help. 
They work closely with parents to promote 
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seamless continuity for children when they 
first start at pre-school.’ 
 
‘Staff have provided expressive arts sessions 
for children. This has helped children to 
become extremely confident and self-assured 
and develop outstanding moving and 
handling skills.’ 
 
‘Children are learning the skills they need for 
school. Some aspects of their development 
are better than good, including their levels of 
concentration that are much higher than 
expected for their age.’ 
-Ofsted, April 2018. 
 
 
We offer quality childcare for children aged 2
-5 years, from 8.30am until 3.00pm, term-
time only. We accept 24U funded places and 
Nursery Education Funding from children the 
term after their third birthday. 
We offer 30 hours funded places for eligible 3
-4 year olds. We also accept childcare 
vouchers from many providers. 
 
For more information or to book your child in 
to our setting, please call in and see us or 
contact us via telephone or email. 
 

NEWS FROM THE OLD 
RACECOURSE 

 

At the beginning of March we were plunged 
into arctic conditions with a visit from ‘The 
beast from the east’ as the Met Office called 
it, or ‘Putin’s Revenge’ as I called it. 
This latest snowfall and extremely low 
temperatures (-8 on several nights on the 
common, which did not rise much in the day 
due to the wind chill), followed by storm 
Emma, caused nature to suffer. The high 

wind blew snow through every gap and 
gateway, blocking the tracks with drifts. We 
propped a galvanized sheet against two trees 
to feed the birds under. They were desperate 
– especially for water. 
Then suddenly it was over; the temperature 
rose several degrees, the birds knew it and 
we heard birdsong in the morning. 
The birds had survived quite well, including 
the tiny gold crest, despite his size. He was 
keen on the fat balls, which probably helped 
and somewhere he found a warm roost. 
More solitary than the Jenny Wren, who 
roost in gangs in the winter. Once I counted 
ten going in a swallows nest one winter’s 
evening. I think the record is 30 wrens in one 
roost! 
 
A merlin has been seen and a rare sighting of 
a firecrest, last autumn. Also a snipe rose 
from one of the many springs and bog areas 
we have on the common. They are important 
habitat for these red listed birds. 
 
On March 8th, another fall of snow in the 
night. The treetops alive with the chatter of 
redpoll and siskin and later 12 brambling 
came to feed with chaffinch. Despite 
everything the cuckoo pint leaves are 
unfurling and other spring plants, dog 
mercury, ground ivy, bittercress, as good on a 
cheese sandwich as watercress,and young 
nettles, a spring tonic in tea or soup. 
 
March 16th – through low cloud the haunting 
call of a curlew. Three have returned to the 
Bakers Hill area. 
March 18th  - Snow again, and bitter east 
wind, will it ever end? 
March 23rd – Frogspawn in the south 
common pond. None in the north pond as 
yet. 
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April 
After delay due to bad weather work started 
on the new phone mast at the Byg Farm on 
the south common. This should make a big 
difference to the reception in the area. The 
work progressed well with little disturbance 
to the pond area. A survey was carried out 
previously to check for newts. 
 
April began wet and muddy but nest building 
is now in full swing. The wren pulling moss off 
the porch roof and making one of several 
nests in the ivy. As the days warm up the 
birds are getting less on the feeders. A 
regular visitor has been the sparrow hawk. It 
sat a full five minutes on a flower pot that 
yellow eye watching for an unsuspecting bird. 
 
A green woodpecker was seen on south 
common, the greater spotted are here 
regular so it was a real surprise. 
We discovered the body  of a young male 
badger against the wood fence at the back of 
the house. No obvious signs of injury, 
probably starved in the winter. I like to use 
the opportunity to have a close look, their 
feet are amazing. Always, always wear 
gloves. 
 
April 23rd – The spring flowers are out now, 
celandine, wood sorrel, anemone etc. and 
the tree buds bursting, the blackthorn 
blossom is late up here. My grandfather 
called it a blackthorn winter if it snowed 
when it was in bloom, hopefully we have 
seen the last of that. 
 
Soon the bluebells will be out and the crab 
apple blossom full of bees and butterflies. 
The bees have emerged after their long 
winter, bumblebees white tailed bees, red 
tailed bees, early bumblebees and the little 

wild bees and hoverflies. No butterflies as yet 
but watch out for brimstone and orange tip. 
The mistle and song thrush are here ans sadly 
all the frogspawn has disappeared not a 
tadpole to be seen, but on the upside we 
have counted 37 early purple orchids coming 
into flower, and some leaves of the common 
spotted just pushing through. 
Lets hope for a good warm summer for us all 
to recover from what has been a hard long 
winter. 
 
 

STAR HOUSING GARDENING 
COMPETITION 

After some amazing entries in previous years, 
we are holding a garden competition again 
this year.  
 
If you know someone you would like to 
nominate or would like to enter yourself 
please call 01743 210 206 or apply via our 
website: www.starhousing.org.uk/
community-and-involvement/garden-
competition 
 
 Categories are:  
• Gorgeous garden  
• Plentiful vegetable garden  
• Beautiful baskets/hanging basket or pots  
 
Winners for best in each category will receive 
gift vouchers. 
Closing date is Friday 3rd August and judging 
dates are 8th and 9th August. 
 

GOBOWEN SCHOOL 
CO-OPTION OF A GOVERNOR 

 
Are you enthusiastic about education? 
Do you have some time to spare? 
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If so, then you may be just the person we 
need! We are looking for a committed person 
to join Gobowen Primary School’s Governing 
Body as a Co-opted Governor.   Co-opted 
governors are recruited and selected by the 
Governing Body itself, can be anyone from 
our community and they don’t have to have a 
particular connection with the school.  
Someone with experience in finance or good 
community links would be particularly helpful 
to us. We have 180 children in our school in 7 
classes and the whole school has a very calm 
and welcoming atmosphere.  Our vision and 
values guide all that we do and we aim to 
help children develop emotionally and 
socially, as well as providing an outstanding 
and inspirational environment that will help 
all children to reach their full potential.  Our 
school was rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted in May 
2015. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more 
about being a co-opted governor and 
supporting and challenging the school to 
continue to improve, please contact the 
Headteacher, Mrs Lucy Luke, on 01691 
661343. More information about our school 
is available on our website, 
www.gobowenschool.co.uk. 

Bridget Laraway, Chair of Governors 
 

PARISH  
PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3)  

 

It is over a year since the Parish Paths 
Partnership, or P3, was formed.  It is now 8 
strong, all of whom are registered with 
Shropshire Council and covered by insurance 
and Health & Safety rules.  The Group 
recently received a grant from Shropshire 
Council for setting-up costs. 
Following training in gate installation and 

repair and now equipped with its own tools 
the P3 group cleared vegetation, repaired 
stiles and improved sign-posting.  Some 60% 
of public footpaths were surveyed and it 
became clear that some had fallen into 
disuse, were not properly way-marked or had 
suffered the ravages of time, weather and 
sometimes human intervention.  Other paths 
were well-used and maintained.   
No less than four established walking routes 
pass through our Parish, Offa’s Dyke Path, 
The Shropshire Way, Wat’s Dyke Way and the 
recently-established Oswald’s Trail.  Those 
rights-of-way have been maintained mainly 
by the County Maintenance Team and 
Ramblers; the Wat’s Dyke Way team has 
folded.  Walkers will have noticed the many 
galvanized kissing-gates, which often 
replaced the old wooden stiles; they are not 
however suitable in all situations.   
 
For the future, we are in contact with 
adjacent parishes.  Whittington P3 is active 
and Oswestry and Trefonen P3s are well-
established.  Footpaths and bridleways, of 
course, cross parish boundaries.  In the past, 
they acted as routes between local 
communities and places of work and worship.  
Selattyn & Gobowen P3 will in time work on 
linking routes of common interest. 
Meanwhile, there are many rights-of-way 
issues in our Parish.  We will continue our 
monthly work sessions, liaising with 
landowners and improving conditions on the 
ground to make walking cross-country easier 
for everyone.  Please tell us what you find.  

Mike McKenna, P3 Co-Ordinator 
 

BRYN Y CASTELL COPPICE 
 

The Conservation Group was conceived 
nearly 10 years ago by Mr Miles Ambridge.  
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The Group has been working in Bryn y Castell 
Coppice weekly, ever since.  The small team 
of 6 volunteers, ages 17 to 70, has made 
useful improvements to access and kept-up 
routine maintenance to preserve the 
essentially wild nature of this public space.   
 
Users of the Coppice whether for 
amusement, interest or walking the dog, 
would have experienced the changing nature 
of the area as it lived through the seasons.  
This Spring, the air is full of the smell of wild 
garlic, there are more Bluebells but fewer 
Wood Anemones. The wetland depends on 
the water table of the River Perry, which 
skirts the northern edge.  This year, the 
Coppice received more than its fair share of 
river water.  Plant life will no doubt have 
adjusted and we will again see many types of 
water-loving plants such as Water Mint.  
Other water-lovers were also present, 
amphibians, wildfowl and dragonflies.  Up 
above, birds continued to flourish although 
strong winds caused significant loss of trees.  
The brittle crack-willows, with roots often 
buried in marshy ground, have changed the 
perspective where they fell.  Our carefully 
positioned nesting boxes fell with them!  We 
continued to cut-down other trees for safety 
reasons.  The result is that there are fewer 
standing trees these days.  That is why we 
spent many hours planting and nurturing 
young saplings, which goes some way to 
replacing them.   
 
The Coppice Group is a very low-cost 
venture.  Bright ideas are welcome.  But, we 
rely on a few active people, most of whom 
have been in the Group for most of its life.  
As for the L-word ….. litter?! We know that 
what we do is appreciated.  However, the 
horizon is changing.  The population of 

Gobowen has continued to grow and more 
houses are coming with more dogs!  There 
are no other areas of public access woodland 
within several miles.   
 
Therefore, it is very much in everyone’s 
interest to assist the Coppice Group’s aim in 
nurturing our very own minor nature reserve.  
There are, we suspect, hidden species yet to 
be found.  Why don’t you take a look, Mums 
and Dads, with your youngsters?  You can do 
no harm, but you might need a handy 
spotter’s reference!   
 
Finally, thank you to all, young and old, who 
do take an interest.  We need the birds, 
invertebrates and plants to be able to grow 
our food.  Those living things need our help!       

Mike McKenna, Chairman 
 

THE ROUNDABOUT IN 
GOBOWEN 

 

In 2007, Selattyn and Gobowen Parish 
Council agreed to take on responsibility for 
maintaining the roundabout in Gobowen. The 
work was funded by the Environmental 
Maintenance Grant. This grant has been 
provided to the Parish Council every year 
since, to cover the cost of the grass cutting. 
However, the Parish Council were informed 
in April that the grant awarding criteria is 
currently under review and to be consulted 
on. At the April meeting of the full council, 
councillors agreed that until the parish 
council know if they are to successfully 
secure funding to continue maintaining the 
roundabout, responsibility for the grass 
cutting will be passed back to Shropshire 
Council. The Parish Council expect to know 
the outcome in August.  

Parish Council 
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I am pleased to report that the last year has been busy, constructive and fulfilling. The 
achievements have been numerous and our policy of building in resilience into our community 
continues apace. 
 
Funds were set aside to purchase the allotments and the transaction is moving forwards thus 
securing this very important facility in perpetuity for the parish. The upgrading of the street-
lamps to LED continues,this reduces our power consumption and also our repair and other 
costs for the future and also minimising our susceptibility to increasing energy costs. This will 
pay dividends in the years ahead. 
 
A significant sum of almost twenty thousand pounds in the form of a parish grant has been 
made to us by the operators of the solar farm at Rhos y Gadfa. The amount paid to us was 
based on the first years output of electricity. We are indeed most grateful for this sum of mon-
ey. Decisions will now have to be made as to how these funds are to be used so please prepare 
yourselves for a future consultation requesting your thoughts and opinions on this matter. 
 
As in previous years, provision has again been budgeted for and funds set aside for running the 
library, also known as Gobowen Central, a final decision on its transfer is due to take place 
shortly. This facility is gaining in importance and functionality so please do avail yourselves of 
its many services which extend beyond basic librarianship. 
 
Selattyn now benefits from two planters which will enhance its already quaint rural setting and 
whilst still on the floral theme we did this year purchase some lamp post poppies which were 
put up to commemorate the Armistice. The recently adopted telephone kiosk at Hengoed is 
now a fully functioning book exchange which is a really good example of community freecy-
cling. Hard work by many parish individuals has secured three defibrillators for our community 
with two already up and running and the third to soon follow suit. Money has been invested in 
enhancing the activity experience on the pavilion playing field and grateful thanks are accord-
ed to the many organisations that contributed to this. 
 
Back in July of last year we held a parish walk to celebrate the half century of the 
existence of our Parish. This was organised by The P3 Group and Councillor McKenna, many 
thanks indeed for your assistance. 
 
Expenditure was committed to the provision of New Paths at Hengoed Cemetery but 
due to inclement weather work was regretfully rescheduled and is due to take place 
now. 
 
We continue to make representations on your behalf to Highways to bring about improvement 
to road safety issues and we will continue to use our very best endeavours to bring about 
change in these areas. 
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The wall running alongside the carriageway into Selattyn continues to receive our 
focused attention and Shropshire Council is continually made aware of its deteriorating condi-
tion and we are most grateful for all manners of support from you in our collective effort to 
secure success. 
 
Nigel Thomas, assistant to our Parish Clerk decided to move onto pastures new in Decemeber 
2017 and his departure has led to some restructuring of the way that we operate. We are in-
deed most grateful to Nigel for his past service and wish him well in his new role. 
 
Much of what I have mentioned in this report is the result of people and organisations pulling 
together as a team to deliver positive outcomes. Looking to the future, teamwork will increas-
ingly play a pivotal role in ensuring that we deliver the services that you expect from us and it 
is essential that there is engagement by yourselves with ourselves. We welcome and encour-
age your participation and attendance at our monthly meetings and our Clerk and your mem-
bers are only a phone call or an e-mail away. 
 
I would like to thank our Parish clerk Amy for her hard work and commitment to her role in 
ensuring that we run a tight ship which contributes greatly to the delivery of services to our 
Parish. 
 
As outgoing chairman I would like to briefly reflect upon my period in the chair. We as a coun-
cil have experienced changes and further changes will confront us in the years ahead, some 
are viewed as progress, some not. Rest assured that your council will respond to these situa-
tions with vision, clarity and purpose. It has been a challenging and eventful period for myself 
which has had the affect of awakening some inner connection to life as a community member. 
 
In closing I would like to thank everyone for their support during my term of 
office, I have found the role to be interesting, informative and stimulating and I wish 
my successor Councillor Robert Macey every success during his tenure as chairman. 
 
Councillor Huw Ellis 
Parish Council Chairman 2016—2018 
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  Year Ending 31st March 
2017 

Year Ending 31st March 
2018 

Balances Brought Forward 88214 105328 

Precept 77500 77718 

Other income 45130 39774 

Staff costs 24397 23274 

Loans 0 0 

Other Payments 81120 66046 

Balances carried forward 105328 133499 

Fixed Assets 285891 287401 

Explanations of the variances can be found on the Parish Council website  
www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 
 
In 2017-18 Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Council made grant awards to the following 
organisations: 

Applicant Details Amount 

Selattyn Produce and 
Craft Show 

  £90.00 

Gobowen Library Grant made in July 2017 £5000 .00 
  

Applicant Details Amount 

Defibrillator Training  £50.00 

Royal British Legion Poppy Wreath and donation £50.00 

Applicant Amount 

Mind Shropshire £50.00 

No Panic £50.00 

Marie Curie £50.00 

Shropshire Playing Fields Association £50.00 

Parish Organisations 

Organisation Organisations 

National Organisations 
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THE THREE PARISHES 
WILDLIFE GROUP 

 
Covering the parishes of Weston Rhyn, St 
Martin’s and Gobowen & Selattyn and the 
surrounding area. 
 
The group met last week in Gobowen. Stuart 
Edmunds was due to deliver a talk on Pine 
Martens, sadly Stuart was unwell. John 
Hughes, also of Shropshire Wildlife kindly 
stepped into the breach – with a fascinating 
and lively talk on Fungi. He took questions 
through his talk and slide show making a very 
convivial evening. 
 
John had his own questions to ask the 
audience – he showed us stills of various 
Fungi and asked if we would or would not eat 
them – the answers surprised everyone, 
along with weird and wonderful names of the 
individual Fungi. Caution, though – if you are 
unsure – it is best not to eat unidentified 
Fungi. 
 
John’s knowledge is well grounded in years of 
studying Fungi and we all came away 
knowing more about its lifecycle and when 
are where species of Fungi grow and where 
we are likely to see them. 
 
Notices; extra events – John Handley is 
returning to lead the group in wildflower 
identification and recording at Llanymynech – 
actual site TBC – on 26th May 1 – 5. £3. 
Carl Green – Head Ranger will lead an 
evening walk around Chirk Castle Grounds – 
16th August, time TBC. Carl ably led the 
group on the bat walk last year. 
Lapwing and Curlew Survey – for all surveyors 
– update meeting – 7th June 19 30 at Weston 
Rhyn Institute. 

Next meeting is 21st June at Weston Rhyn 
Church and will be on Dragonflies. 
 
Meetings start at 19 30 – and there will be 
tea and coffee – just £2 donation 
All are welcome. 
 
For further information and for booking on 
the extra events – contact Polly on 01691 
239087 – mobile 07938693561 
 

ZEBRA CROSSING RULES 
FORGOTTEN 

 
We were taught how to use zebra crossings 
in road safety lessons—but research shows 
most have forgotten the rules. 
 
Nearly 20% of people reported having a near-
miss at a crossing in the past year and many 
were confused about when motorists should 
stop. Almost 50% of respondents to an online 
survey by Direct Line wrongly said that cars 
must stop when a pedestrian is waiting for a 
crossing. 
 
Just 19% knew that it is only once a 
pedestrian has stepped onto the crossing 
that a car is legally obliged to stop. The rules 
say that if there is an island in the middle 
then you must wait on it and treat the second 
half as a separate crossing.  
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Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council have a 
website where you can find details of all 

council meetings. Visit  
www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 

Like on facebook and follow us on Twitter 
@SandGPC 

The Old Friends continue to meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month in Gobowen Church 
Hall.  Membership is £5 per year.  Most 
months we enjoy tea at 4pm, with some   
entertainment. We also run 5 coach trips a 
year open to non-members. 
 
Gobowen Old Friends is open to any       
Gobowen resident over 60 and enquiries can 
be made to the secretary, Heather Ryan, on 
01691 239709. 

David Ryan (Chairman) 

Groups run on the following days:  
Chirk Methodist Church on Monday’s at 5pm 

and 7pm 
Oswestry Memorial Hall on Wednesday’s at 

9am, 11am, 1pm, 5pm & 7pm 
New members welcome. Consultant Emma.  

Tel: 07581458656 

For crime prevention advice please feel free 
to get in contact your local PC/PCSO 
 
Please report anything suspicious to the po-
lice on 101. 
 
Kate Le’Clere, PC 3718 
Oswestry Rural North, Safer Neighbourhoods 
Team 
Mobile – 07870  219518 
 
PCSO Dave Hughes – 07870 219190 
PCSO Pete Roberts   – 07870 219019 
 
Please contact us on the above numbers if 
you have any issues you wish to discuss. 
 
E-Mail 
oswestryrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
 
To report a crime please dial 101 or in an 
emergency dial 999 

Oswestry Carers Group  
Are you caring for someone who couldn’t 
manage without you?  
Last Wednesday of each month 11am-12pm  
The Meeting Room, Oswestry Leisure Centre, 
Oswestry, SY11 4QB  
 
For more information please ring  Carers 
Trust4all on 01743 341995  

Hearing Aid Clinic  
Drop in for hearing aid tube changing, 
battery collection and advice on hearing aid 
care.  
 

Oswestry Library Arthur Street, Oswestry 
SY11 1JN 1st Wednesday of the month  

10am - 12noon  
 
Clinic is staffed by NHS Audiology trained 
volunteers. For more complex repairs or 
problems with how your hearing aid sounds 
please contact Shropshire NHS Audiology by 
phone (01743 261482) SMS (07913 798467) 
or email audiology@sath.nhs.uk  
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This month’s update focuses on the developments in Three Parishes Means Business - our 
programme of free training and support for local businesses. 
 

FREE Training for local businesses 
 
As part of Three Parishes Means Business, we’ve teamed up with Qube in Oswestry to offer 
free places for businesses based in the Three Parishes Big Local area on the following training 
courses being held at Qube: 
 
Marketing Masterclass – 27th June, 3pm – 6pm 
Explore key marketing strategies and techniques and develop your own marketing plan. 
Tutor: Hollie Whittles (Fraggleworks) 
 
HR basics for small businesses – 17th July, 3pm – 6pm 
Learn how to engage with staff, deal with problems and the basics of recruitment, contracts 
and induction. 
Tutors: John Skelton & Laura Birch (Shropshire HR) 
 
To book a free place on one of these courses, please email b.laraway@qube-oca.org.uk. 
 

Small grants for local businesses 
 
Local businesses and enterprise can now apply for a grant of up to £500 from Three Parishes 
Big Local.  Grants can be used for setting up a new business or the cost of making that next 
step towards growth.  Applications are made using a form which is available by contacting 
Bridget on 01691 656882 or emailing b.laraway@qube-oca.org.uk. 
 
Want to keep up with 3 Parishes Big Local news? Contact Bridget or Paula at Three Parishes Big 
Local on 01691 656882 or at info@big-local.org 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter on 3PBigLocal  
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Village Volunteering is a local Qube project that wants to spread the word about local 
volunteering opportunities and support people to become involved in local community groups. 

It is funded by the Three Parishes Big Local Programme.  
 

Volunteering is a great way to get to know people, help in your local community and gain new 
skills and experience; and there are lots of opportunities available right on your doorstep! 

These include helping at library events, delivering meals to older people in the community or 
taking part in local conservation projects.   

 
For more information about the current roles available or if you think your organisation would 
benefit from recruiting volunteers, contact Caroline Wix, Volunteering Officer at Qube - 01691 

656882 or email volunteering@big-local.org.uk.  

 

 
 
 
 

'Birds, Beasts and Baritones'  
 
Concert by the Cantiones Choir of Oswestry. An evening of light-hearted music featuring 
animals, birds and the occasional surprise! From madrigals to Flanders and Swann, this 
programme is bound to delight.  
 

Saturday 23 June 2018 at 8pm 
Black Park Chapel, Halton near CHIRK, LL14 5BB. 

 
A delightful venue with excellent acoustics, raked seating, ample off-road parking and a 
bar. Tickets £9 from OFFA EVENTS on 01691 650293 or offaevents@aol.com 
 
Cantiones is a mixed choir of 38 voices drawn from Shropshire, Wrexham and Pow-
ys. Based in Oswestry, they have sung at the Llangollen International Eisteddfod, Chester 
Cathedral and Lichfield Cathedral and have toured in Normandy, France. Their Musical Di-
rector, Gerry Howe, is organist at St Oswald's Parish Church Oswestry.  

***Coming to Gobowen Pavilion soon*** 

Mindfulness is the skill of focusing your awareness and attention onto the present moment - 
to your feelings and to the world around you. It is known to greatly improve your quality of 

life and general sense of well-being.  
Sessions will be once a month with a different theme covered each time and last an hour 

with a gentle relaxation included. 
Suitable for all ages. 

Please contact Amanda direct for further details—07813 360476 
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Mon 9.00-11.00am Stay & Play Session Gobowen Primary School 655121 

Mon 12.00pm Lunch Club (once every month) All Saint’s Church Hall 659674 

Mon 1.45pm ‘Sparklers’ Pre-school 
(2nd Mon of the month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 672983 

Mon 5.00-7.00pm Gobowen Youth Sessions Gobowen Pavilion 677170 

Mon 5.25-6.25pm Sword Fencing (for ages 8+) Gobowen Scout Hut 07773 
454157 

Mon 7.30pm Selattyn Woodturning Club (Every 2nd Mon 
of month) 

Oaklands 661500 

Tue 9.30-11.00am O.A.S.H.G. T'ai Chi Gobowen Scout Hall 656321 

Tue 10.00am-4.00pm Oswestry Men's Shed Oswestry Showground 07821  
357 356  

Tue 10.00am-12.00pm Village Volunteering (2nd Tues of month) Gobowen Library 656882 

Tue 10.30-11.30am Time to Listen  Gobowen Library 653388 

Tue 10.30-11.30am Extend Exercise for Men & Women All Saint’s Church Hall 07854  
258 087 

Tue 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship Preeshenlle United  
Reform Church 

658016 

Tue 6.00-7.15pm Beavers Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Tue 6.00-7.30pm 1st Gobowen Girls Brigade Christ Church, Oswestry 680708 

Tue 7.00pm Women’s Institute 
(1st Tue of month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 656914 

Tue 7.30-9.00pm Kempo Karate Gobowen Scout Hall 777463 

Wed 10.00am-4.00pm Oswestry Men's Shed Oswestry Showground 07821  
357 356  

Wed 12.00pm Dinner at Preeshenlle (fortnightly) Preeshenlle School Hall 658016 

Wed 2.00-5.00pm Indoor Bowls All Saint’s Church Hall 650736 

Thu  Phoenix Group (formerly W.I.) 
(2nd Thu of month) 

The Cross Keys  
Function Room, Selattyn 

 

Thu 10.00am-4.00pm Oswestry Men's Shed Oswestry Showground 07821  
357 356  

Thu 10.00am-12.00pm Gobowen I.T. Project (term time only) Gobowen Pavilion 655385 
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Thu 2.30pm Mothers’ Union (4th Thu of month) All Saint’s Church Hall 659674 

Thu 4.00pm Gobowen Old Friends Association 
(every 3rd Thu of month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 239709 

Thu 6.00-7.30pm Fun & Friendship Group 
(from age 7) 

Preeshenlle Schoolroom 658016 

Thu 7.30pm Salsa Dancing Classes (fortnightly) The Last Inn, Hengoed 659747 

Thu 7.30pm Ladies’ Guild (2nd Thu of month) All Saint’s Church Hall 650516 

Thu 7.30pm Orthopaedic Male Voice Choir (every 
Thursday except August) 

Orthopaedic Hospital 772882 

Fri 9.00-10.30am Little Badgers Selattyn School Hall 659744 

Fri 10.00am-1.00pm Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Paths  
Partnership (2nd Friday of the month) 

Locations vary 07565 
528821 

Fri 10.30-11.30am Extend Exercise for Men and Women Meadowbrook 07854  
258 087 

Fri 5.45-7.30pm Cubs Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Fri 7.30-9.00pm Selattyn Youth Club Selattyn School Hall 690511 

Fri 7.45-9.30pm Scouts Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Fri 8.00-9.30pm Explorer Scouts Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Sat 9.00-11.00am Bryn Y Castell Coppice Conservation 
Group (every 2nd Sat of month) 

Coppice entrance off 
Fernhill Lane 

07565 
528821 

Sat 2.00-4.30pm Gobowen Celtic FC Home Matches 
(to May 2018) 

Gobowen Playing Field 
Gobowen 

07896 
804435 

Sun  Contact the Elderly Various locations 0121 603 
1331 

If there are any changes to the arrangement of these Clubs & Organisations please contact the Clerk via email (details 
on page 2) to keep the information printed here as up to date as possible. 

11th Jul ‘18 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, 
Gobowen  

12th Sept ‘18 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, 
Gobowen 

10th Oct ‘18 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road,  
Gobowen 

14th November ‘18 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, 
Gobowen 
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Interior & Exterior  
No jobs to big/small 

All homes kept clean 
Free Estimates 

T. 01691 662775 
M. 07968607058 

don.gbradley@icloud.com  
Find us on Facebook—

Donbradleypainteranddecorator                                                  

 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

36 YEARS SERVICES 

 

H: 01691 680595  M: 07960853376 

CALL SCOTT ANYTIME 

The Queens Head,  
Queens Head 

Visit our website at:  
www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  

Our full menu is available online 
We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus  

10% discount 

01691 610255  

 
No job too small, free  

quotation, all aspects of 
home and garden    

maintenance undertaken 
  

mailto:don.gbradley@icloud.com
http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk/
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Bar, Lounge and Function Room, 3 large screen TV’s, Pool & Jukebox 
Low cost Membership 

 

www.theclubgobowen.co.uk 
e-mail – info@theclubgobowen.co.uk 

 

Anthony Roberts Tree and Garden Care 
   Established 1997 

◼ Tree Surgery 
◼ Hedge Trimming 
◼ Fencing 
◼ Patios 
◼ Logs for Sale 
◼ Landscaping 
◼ Wood Chipping    

available 
◼ Stump Grinding 

antgardening@yahoo.com 

mailto:partners@morriscook.co.uk
http://www.morriscook.co.uk/


 

27 

 

GARAGE DOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED ⚫ DOOR REPAIRS  
⚫ UPVC DOORS AND WINDOWS 

⚫ ROLLER DOORS ⚫ SECTIONAL DOORS ⚫ UP AND OVERS  
⚫ RETRACTABLE DOORS ⚫ INSULATED DOORS ⚫ AUTOMATED DOORS  

⚫ ROLLER SHUTTERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Premier suppliers 
& Install- ers 
through- out 

Shropshire, Cheshire  
and North Wales 

 

Office: 01691 770137 
Service: 07968 901971 

 

E-mail: superiorgaragedoors@mail.com 
Chirk, Wrexham 
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• This unique station is operated as a rail agency by a social enterprise. We trade on a 
not for profit basis to offer the community the benefits of having a staffed station. 

• The facilities provided here are almost wholly financed by the small commission we 
are paid when we sell tickets to you. 

• Unlike some internet sites we do not charge either a booking fee or a credit card fee. 

• We aim to give you the best independent rail travel advice and are able to sell all rail 
tickets. 

• We have a café in the waiting room run by the Derwen College. 

• We can also arrange group and business travel - for details email sra@btconnect.com 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
‘Oakwood’  

Salop Road, Oswestry 

A caring and professional  

24 hour service.  

Private Chapels of Rest 

 

Joiner / carpenter 

No job too small 

  Wardrobes, doors & wooden floors 

40 years experience 

 

 
 
 
 

For low fixed Prices from £19.95  
PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029  

Simon Jones—Electrician 

Part P Registered 
 
No job too big or small 

For free estimate call:  

• New PCs & Laptops fully installed at 
home 

• Spyware Removal/Installation of   
Leading Edge Spyware Prevention 

• Performance Tuning and Business PC 
Support 

• Upgrades and Automated Backup 
• Remote Support/Annual PC Health 

Check Also Available 

 

 

 
Joinery, Plumbing, Tiling, Painting, Decorating, 
Small Electrics, Kitchen Fitting, New Door & 
Window Fits, Door & Window Repairs, Ward-
robes, Cupboards, Shelving, New Taps, New 
Sink Fitted, Tap Washers, Tap Seating, New 

Toilets, Bathroom Refurbishments, New Showers, Wet Walling, 
Extra Rads, Interior & Exterior Painting, Wallpapering, Wall & 
Floor Tiling, Extra Sockets etc. etc. 
 

http://www.referenceline.com/tradingstandards/angus
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