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Advertisements 
If you would like to advertise in the next edition of the Parish Roundabout please send your  

information to Amy Gregory (contact details above) with a cheque made payable to ‘Selattyn and Gobowen Parish 
Council’ by 1st February 2018. We accept written details, Word documents or jpeg format. It costs £50 for an eighth of 
a page, £75 for half a page and £100 for a full page a year. The Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Roundabout is published 4 

times a year and distributed to 1700 homes in the area. 

Contributions 
We always welcome contributions from people living in the parish. If you’d like to air your views on a  

particular subject or have a photograph or piece of artwork on the cover then please get in touch with the Parish Clerk 
(see contact details above). Articles submitted as “Word” files should be formatted for XP software or earlier. The  

deadline for the next issue (Spring) is 1st February 2018. 

Statutory Disclaimer 
All articles and advertisements are published in good faith. Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council cannot check all details 

in the articles and any views expressed may not necessarily reflect those of the council. Neither can we be held  
responsible for the actions of any advertisers now or in the future. 

Parish Council Meetings 
Parish Council meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month except August when there is no meeting.  

Details of agendas and minutes of previous meetings can be viewed on the Council’s website  
www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk. Current agendas are also posted on the parish notice boards in Selattyn bus shelter, 

outside the Library on St Martins Road, outside the Co-op on Station Road in Gobowen, in Pant Glas, and outside  
The Last Inn in Hengoed. 
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Reports & Information 

Chairman’s Report 
With the backwards movement of the clocks 
allied with wet murky days it is not surprising 
how short our daylight exposure has become. 
In a little over a fortnight the shortest day will 
be behind us and the gradual  lengthening of  
day hours will be a most welcome change in 
our lives. 
 
As we approach  the end of year it becomes a 
period of reflection on the events or actions 
that we have witnessed, shared, enjoyed or 
engaged in and what can be improved upon 
going forward. 
 
At this period in the calendar our thoughts 
turn to budgeting for the year ahead and we 
are not immune to the wider economic   
pressures that are descending upon us. 
Please do let us know your views on budget-
ing issues. It is our intention to maintain our 
high  service level to you all. 
 
It is pleasing to note that after much lobby-
ing, common sense has prevailed and that 
the Oswestry Maternity unit will be opening 
again on January 1st. 

 
Following tireless hours of work and         
commitment we will soon benefit from two 
defibrillators within our Parish with a third 
one also under consideration. Well done to 
all concerned with this activity. 
 
Colder weather requires more dietary      
calories so if in need of a hot cooked meal 
then do not hesitate to contact Kath Griffiths 
and her team  who offer a splendid service 
from limited resources at a truly affordable 
price. Many thanks Kath to your commitment 
to The Community Meals Project. 
 

The winter period is often one of major 
change and thought and consideration needs 
to be given to people who are less able to 
cope with such events. Where possible and 
practical please extend assistance and       
support to someone in time of need. 
 
Our Parish is not a quiet one and there are 
many opportunities available for you to    
engaged in a whole myriad of activities, so do 
please avail yourselves of these. 
 
We, the Parish Council welcome your        
participation at our meetings, we do rely 
upon yourselves to bring to our attention 
matters that need to be dealt with. Please 
remember that our clerk and assistant are 
only a telephone call or e-mail away. 
 
Thanks are accorded  to our various           
contractors who undertake work on our   
behalf to very  high exacting standards. How 
pleasing it is for us to receive comments on 
how tidy our Cemetery, War Memorial, 
Roundabout and playing fields are. Grateful 
thanks to you all.  
 
The winter planting of our planters are     
providing a dash of colour during this bleak 
period. These planters need nurturing all  
season and we are grateful to the many    
individuals who take the trouble to care for 
them. 
 
The Armistice Day Celebration was yet again 
extremely well attended and supported. The 
willingness of so many groups and individuals 
to engage in this Ceremony shows respect. It 
is pleasing to note the enthusiastic participa-
tion by many younger members of our     
community thus ensuring its continuance in 
the future.  
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Our Parish Council could not function without 
the hard work and dedication of our Parish 
Clerk. There is much to do and allied with the 
daily work load Amy is studying for her CILCA 
qualification which will better equip her for 
the future. We wish her every success in her 
studies. 
 
Nigel, our Assistant Parish Clerk  supports 
Amy and together they ensure the smooth 
running  and operation of the Pavilion and 
Playing Fields as well as the collating of     
articles and publication of this magazine in 
addition to the other council activities. Many 
thanks indeed to you both for your service 
and commitment. 
 
Councillors represent the Parish on various 
outside bodies and committees. I would like 
to thank them all for their engagement in 
these activities. Your interest and involve-
ment is greatly appreciated. 
 
In closing I would like to take this opportunity 
of wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 

Huw Ellis 
 
2018/19 Budget Planning 
The Parish Council are currently in the     
process of discussing the 2018/19 budget, 
which will be finalised and agreed at the   
extra meeting of the Parish Council on 
Wednesday 31st January, 7.00pm in       
Gobowen Pavilion. 
 
Being discussed are a number of existing 
budget items including the annual grant of 
£5000 to Gobowen Library/Community Hub 
and an increase to the existing annual       
allocation for new streetlights, as the old SOX 
Lamps will be going out of production in 2019 

so the Parish Council need to look towards 
converting all streetlights over to the new 
LED lights. 
 
Significant new budgetary items being      
discussed include: 
● A grant to Shropshire Council to support 

with maintenance work on the Old Race-
course – half of which falls within the Parish 
of Selattyn and Gobowen 

● Boundary Work – new fencing along the 
bottom entrance to the playing field 

  
The Parish Council would like to hear local 
people’s views regarding the budget and 
where they would like to see funding        
allocated to. Would you like to see the Parish 
Council continuing to support Gobowen   
Library with a grant? Do you access the      
services there? Is it a valuable asset to the 
community? Similarly with the Old Race-
course - to clarify their current position; 
Shropshire Council, through the Outdoor 
Partnerships Team, will continue to fund, as a 
minimum, the statutory requirement.      
However, there are additional non-statutory 
provision/services that they provide that will 
not take place in the future if additional 
funds are not found. These are: 
● To develop and implement site              

Management Plans 
● To provide expert habitat advice and      

guidance 
● To work with local communities and       

develop volunteering activities 
● To develop projects with partners and 

stakeholders 
● To apply for grant aid to support site      

development 
 
Shropshire Council are therefore looking  
towards both Selattyn and Gobowen and 
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Oswestry Rural Parish Council’s to help     
support these areas through a grant that 
would be raised through the parish council 
precept. Again, the Parish Council would like 
your thoughts on this. Would you like to see 
a grant for this included in the budget? Do 
you view the Racecourse as an asset to the 
local community? 
 
Please email in your comments and views to 
the Par ish Clerk —clerk@selattyn-
gobowenpc.org.uk 
 
Defibrillators in the Parish 
Thanks to the dedication of parish based 
community groups who have fundraised and 
applied for various grants, we will shortly 
have two new defibrillators in the Parish.  
 
Selattyn’s has now been installed in the Red 
Telephone Kiosk in Selattyn and the one in 
Gobowen will be installed in December, on 
the Post Office Wall. Both Defibrillators will 
belong to the Parish Council and are their 
ongoing responsibility, in regards to         
maintenance. Please report any issues to the 
Parish Clerk.  
  
Thank you to the following organisations who 
have kindly funded the Gobowen Defibrillator 
and Cabinet: 
● British Heart Foundation 
● Three Parishes Big Local 
● STAR Housing 
● Customers of the Co-op  
 
Once the Defibrillator has been installed in 
Gobowen, the Parish Council will run a    
number of training sessions in the Pavilion to 
demonstrate how to use the AED in an   
emergency. Details of these sessions will be 
shared in the Spring edition and posted on 

the Parish Council website, Facebook and 
Twitter.  
  
A separate report from Selattyn Community 
Group contains more information on the  
Selattyn Defibrillator. 
 
Dogs on the Playing Field 
Under the terms of the existing dog control 
orders, the Dog Exclusion Order makes it an 
offence for a person in control of a dog to 
allow their dog to enter land from which dogs 
are excluded. Dogs are excluded from        
entering equipped children’s play areas. Dogs 
should not be within 5 meters of perma-
nently fixed children’s play equipment. If you 
see a dog running loose in or in close       
proximity to the children’s play equipment 
please report it to Shropshire Council’s      
Environmental Team on 0345 6789006 giving 
as much information as possible to help the 
Dog Warden to identify them on their regular 
visits to the Playing Field.  
 
Remembrance 
This year, as part of the Parish Council’s 50th 
Year anniversary 
activities, the  
Parish Council 
p u r c h a s e d 4 0 
Lamp Post Pop-
pies to be dis-
played in the   
centre of Gobo-
wen, in  Selattyn 
and in Hengoed. 
Let us know what 
you thought of 
them, if you liked 
them and if you’d like to see more around 
the   parish in the future. Email your feedback 
to clerk@selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 
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War Memorials 
As a commemoration for the 50 years that 
the Parish Council has been in existence and 
with the forthcoming centenary of the First 
World War in November 2018 I have asked a 
small group of volunteers to research the 
War Memorials in the Parish.  There are 
three: Gobowen, Selattyn and Hengoed 
(which resides within All Saints Church, Gobo-
wen), as well as Hengoed, St. Barnabas, 
Churchyard contains 7 war graves from both 
World Wars.  The group has already gathered 
a lot of information about the fallen, and 
have been helped by some descendants who 
have lent letters and other memorabilia.  
 
Below is a list of the names of the fallen, 
along with their last known address or the 
village War Memorial.  If anyone has any 
photos, memorabilia or artefacts from these 
men that the group could scan or photo-
graph, or if you have any research of your 
own you would like to share please contact 
Neil Symon neil.sycamores@gmail.com 
(01691 656009) or Gary Bick  
familybick@btinternet.com. 
 
First World War 
Bickley, John – Whittington Road, Gobowen 
Blackmore, William – Selattyn War Memorial 
Bradley, William – Rochdale House, Gobowen 
Conde, George – Rose Cottage, Upper      
Hengoed 
Davies, Frederick – Greenfield Cottage,  
Gobowen 
Davies, John – Gobowen and Hengoed War 
Memorials 
Davies, Thomas – Iron Mills, Gobowen and 
Gwern-y-Gwyth, Whittington 
Davis, Geoffrey – Gobowen School 
Edwards, Richard – Hillfarm Cottages,  
Racecourse 

Edwards, Thomas – Hillfarm Cottages,  
Racecourse 
Ellis, David – 2 Church Lane, Selattyn 
Ellis, Edward – 2 Church Lane, Selattyn 
Evans, John (Jack)– Railway Tavern, Gobowen 
Foulkes, George – Mardy Villa, Hengoed 
Francis, David – Laurel House, Hengoed 
Francis, John – Gobowen War Memorial 
Francis, Richard – Gobowen and Hengoed 
War Memorials 
Garside, William – Iron Mills, Gobowen 
Haynes, George – Gobowen War Memorial 
Howell, David – Penrhos Farm, Racecourse 
Hughes, James - Gobowen and Hengoed War 
Memorials 
Ireland, John – Aberdeen House, Hengoed 
James, Thomas – Selattyn War Memorial 
Jenkins, Trevor – Westminster House,     
Gobowen 
Jones, James – Pant Glas and Chirk 
Jones, John – 1 Pant Glas 
Jones, Frank – Holmleigh Cottage, Hengoed 
Jones, Frank Jackson – 5 Crosses, Gobowen 
Jones, William – Chapel House, Racecourse 
Lawford, Herbert, Trewern Hall, Hengoed 
Lockley, Frank – Llaw-y-Pant, Selattyn 
Lovett, Richard – Belmont (now Henlle Hall), 
Gobowen 
Markey, Thomas – 1 Hillfarm Cottage,     
Racecourse 
Martin, Ernest – Laurel Cottage, Daywell 
Morris, Edward – Rose Cottage, 10 Pant Glas 
Onions, Albert – Liverpool House, Upper  
Hengoed 
Payne, William – Vron Lodge, Birmingham 
Bank, Pant Glas 
Reynolds, John – Roughton Heath, Norfolk 
(Selattyn War Memorial) 
Roberts, Thomas – The Manse, Gobowen 
Roberts, Edward – Vron Farm, Selattyn 
Roberts, James (Jim) – Selattyn War           
Memorial 
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Sanderson, William – Twmpath, Gobowen 
Thomas, Joseph – 4 Brynycastle Terrace, 
Gobowen 
Venables, Gilbert – Oakhurst, Oswestry 
Ward, Henry – Belmont (now Henlle Hall) 
Wynn, Ernest – Underhill Cottage,            
Racecourse 
Wynn, George – Chain Cottage, Racecourse 
 
Second World War 
Brown, William – Gobowen War Memorial 
Davies, William – Gobowen War Memorial 
Hanmer, Robert – Gobowen and Selattyn 
War Memorials 
Hodges, Antony – Gobowen War Memorial 
Jones, TW – Gobowen War Memorial 
Lloyd, Raymond – Gobowen War Memorial 
Markey, Alfred – 1 Hillfarm Cottage,        
Racecourse 
Onions, George – Liverpool House, Hengoed 
Rigby, George – Gobowen War Memorial 
Rowlands, A – Gobowen War Memorial 
Tomkins, ME – Gobowen War Memorial 
Williams, H – Gobowen War Memorial 
 
Hengoed St Barnabas Churchyard (some of 
whom are mentioned above) 
First World War 
Conde, George – Rose Cottage, Hengoed 
Bennett, Ernest – South View, Aston Square, 
Oswestry 
Ellis, David – 2 Church Lane, Selattyn 
 
Second World War 
Green, Sydney – Boscombe, Bournemouth 
Kay, Peter – Knowle, Bristol 
Kempster, Leonard – Gobowen 
Onions, George – Liverpool House, Hengoed 
 
Also, not listed under Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission 
First World War 

Evans, John (Jack) – Railway Tavern,       
Gobowen 

Huw Ellis 
 
Parish Grants 
At the March meeting the Parish Council  
considers applications for grant assistance 
from local organisations. If you would like an 
application form or to find out more informa-
tion, please contact the parish clerk – 01691 
829 571  emai l  c ler k@selattyn -
gobowenpc.org.uk. Deadline for applications 
is Friday 16th February 2018. 
 
Selattyn Community                
Defibrillator Group Report 
On Wednesday 21st June this year, a public 
meeting was held at the local school to     
discuss the possibility of raising funds to   
purchase a defibrillator for Selattyn. From a 
very well attended meeting, a committee of 
eight people was formed. 
 
Donations from local people started to be 
received immediately, and we were over-
whelmed by the support. Our first fundraiser 
was a coffee morning held in St Mary’s 
Church, where a great variety of stalls raised 
the grand sum of £280. 
 
On the same day, Selattyn C of E School PTA 
presented us with £154.10 raised by buying 
squares on a big red heart – great idea! Also 
David and Judy Lloyd raised £120 from      
organising an evening visit to the Stonehouse 
Brewery at Weston. 
 
The Promises Auction was held in the Cross 
Keys on 10th September (thank you David 
and Judy). The room was packed; our        
auctioneer, Dyfed, was brilliant. Bidding was 
quite frenzied at times, some items so 
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sought after, they were bought by proxy. It 
was great fun and raised a staggering £1375. 
Our   treasurer was certainly kept busy that 
night. We are very grateful to everyone who       
donated and purchased the 38 lots. 
 
Our fundraising efforts, together with       
generous donations from the community, 
have given us sufficient funds to pay for the 
defibrillator and cabinet which are now    
installed in the telephone kiosk in Selattyn 
village.  Defibrillator signs will be put in place 
and the kiosk given a fresh coat of red paint. 
A     number of local tradesmen have gener-
ously given their time to help with these jobs 
and we are again very grateful. In addition, 
we want to thank the Selattyn and Gobowen 
Parish Council who have taken over           
responsibility for future maintenance and 
insurance of the defibrillator. 
 
We plan to retain a contingency fund in case 
of unforeseen future expenses, but due to 
the totally unexpected generosity of local 
businesses and charities, we have surplus 
funds available to donate to other heart   
related organisations. The groups we have 
chosen to support are: 
The British Heart Foundation...................£150 
Sudden Adult Death Syndrome UK 
(SADS)......................................................£100 
Shropshire Ambulance First Emergency  
Responders(SAFER)..................................£300 
The Lullaby Trust (Sudden Infant Death  
Syndrome)................................................£100 
Hengoed Community Defibrillator Fund..£350 
 
The Hengoed donation will be made once 
their group committee is formed. 
 
Our heartfelt thanks go to everyone who has 
supported the Selattyn Community Group in 

this project. With the help of the First       
Responders who gave us our initial training, 
we plan to hold another CPR and Defibrillator 
Training evening in Selattyn C of E School 
sometime in January. Further information will 
be made available soon. Everyone interested 
is welcome.  
  
Old Racecourse Common - 
Spring to Autumn 2017 
This is a bumper issue of news from the Race-
course. Starting in February when the first of 
the two storms hit. Doris roared in splitting a 
couple of Rowan trees and removing some 
roof tiles. Despite the weather early morning 
saw the regular dog walkers battling their 
way around the course towing reluctant 
dogs, heads bent to the wind, no fair weather 
walkers here! 
 
There have been two separate sightings of 
polecats on the common and a big dog otter 
was found dead on the racecourse bank, it 
had been knocked over by a car unfortu-
nately. 
 
Brimstone, Orange Tip and early bumble bees 
were seen around in March and Scarlet Elf 
Cups , an early fungi have been seen, small 
bright red cups that grow on deadwood and 
twigs. 
 
We saw the first swallow on April 17th and 
we heard a cuckoo on May 19th. There was a 
lack of frogspawn in both ponds this year, 
partly due to dogs churning up the water. 
 
The bluebells were fabulous as always and 
the crab apple blossom was alive with the 
drone of bees and hoverflies: on a warm day 
it is worth just standing and listening. 
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Talking of flying objects, the common has 
recently been surveyed by a professional 
team operating a drone, to get an aerial view 
of the area for management purposes.       
Operated professionally they are a useful tool 
but a drone flown by a member of the public, 
near the grandstand, went out of control and 
crash landed into trees near properties and 
cars. The law regarding drones in a public 
place is a grey area at the moment, but had it 
hit someone it could have caused serious 
injury. 
 
The summer months saw a good breeding 
season, families of great tit, long tail tit,   
goldfinch, dunnock, blackbird and robins 
were seen, some managing two clutches. 
 
We have had song and mistle thrush too, the 
mistle thrush nesting in a big holly tree on 
the south common. But the magpies were a 
constant presence.  
 
183 common spotted orchids were counted 
this year, plus 38 early purple and 1 pyramid 
orchid which randomly appeared and three 
twayblade, both firsts. 
 
The butterflies have done well with a very 
good hatching of ringlets late on, benefitting 
greatly from the late mowing of the course. 
Day flying moths included hummingbird hawk 
moths. 
 
Bumblebees have done well, a clump of wild 
raspberry on the north common verge had a 
wonderful variety feeding on it, too many to 
count. 
 
We had a colony of white tailed bumblebees 
in a pile of bracken, making use of an old 
mouse nest, they will often take over a bird 

box and seem to be one of the more prolific 
bees. 
 
An interesting study conducted by the      
National Botanical Garden of Wales, taking 
samples from their 7 hives has proved that 
even though the gardens are full of cultivated 
flowers, the bees were actually foraging on 
the natural flowers such as gorse, hawthorn, 
pussy willow and other wild flora. 
 
There is a lovely poem called ‘The Bee Carol’ 
by Carol Ann Duffy and it perfectly describes 
the winter bee. 
 
At the end of August the contractor came to 
mow the common and he did an excellent 
job, taking care to mow around the harebells 
that were still in flower. The following weeks 
we saw from our records a marked increase 
in siskin and goldfinch visiting the niger 
feeder, probably missing the knapweed and 
other seed heads. 
 
The first flock of fieldfare were seen on     
October 6th and we have seen several large 
flocks dropping down to feed on the       
abundant supply of hawthorn berries; a sure 
sign that autumn is truly here. 
 
The Jays are busy collecting acorns and stuff-
ing them in the ground for the winter, unlike 
the squirrel their memory for finding them 
again is not good, hence the appearance of 
many small oak trees the following years. 
What a forest there would be if they were 
left to grow! 
 
The conservative manifesto pledged to plant 
11 million trees in England by 2020, it seems 
the Jays are doing the job for them.  
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October 16th, we had a visit from the tail end 
of hurricane Ophelia. Amazingly, we had little 
damage, just dead boughs and lots of twigs. 
Considering most trees were still in leaf, we 
were very lucky. We are still protected by the 
top edge of the Candy Wood on the South 
Common, which has been felled up to the 
line of Offa Dyke but apparently the estate 
have not yet acquired a licence to fell the rest 
of the wood just yet – watch this space. 
 
The mild autumn has kept many plants      
confused and producing flowers and new 
growth. In the paddock, the snowdrop bulbs 
are showing well above ground. On October 
30th things changed with our first hard 
ground frost. The leaves dropped fast and the 
tawny owls are hooting every night, pairing 
up for early nesting. We live in hope they 
take a fancy to our owl box. All wildlife are 
making ready for the cold months ahead. 
 
With freezers and central heating, modern 
man has forgotten the need to prepare for 
winter but the squirrel in me makes sure we 
have a good pile of logs and a cupboard full 
of jam, gleaned from the wild fruits we are 
lucky to have on this common. 
 
Keep your eyes peeled for hawfinch this   
winter, the British Trust for Ornithology have 
reported a higher than average influx of 
these beautiful birds. Also look out for the 
other winter thrush, the redwing, reaching 
their peak this month. 
 
So, keep warm and have a good winter 
Something told the wild geese 
It was time to fly 
Autumn sun was on their wings 
Winter in their cry 

Carol Pugh 

Maternity Unit 
Since June 2017 the Parish Council have been 
supporting protests against the closure of the 
Midwife Led Maternity Unit in Oswestry. I’m 
pleased to report that the MLU will reopen 
from January 1st 2018. However, the unit 
remains under threat due to an ongoing   
review into Maternity Services by Shropshire 
CCG. 
 
One way we can hopefully avoid further   
closures is to increase use of the unit. The 
advantages of giving birth at a MLU include: 
 
● being in surroundings where you may feel 

more relaxed and able to cope with labour  
● you're more likely to be looked after by a 

midwife you have got to know during your 
pregnancy  

● the unit may be much nearer your home, so 
it is easier for your partner and friends/
relatives to visit  

● you are less likely to have intervention such 
as forceps or ventouse than women giving 
birth in hospital  

 
The option to give birth in a MLU is only open 
to low risk births and should be chosen in 
consultation with your midwife, however 
please also think of using the unit for post 
natal care.  
 
In May 2017 my wife was lucky enough to 
experience the high quality post natal care, 
support and advice at Oswestry MLU after 
the birth of our first child Alice. 
 
Further information on choosing where to 
give birth can be found on the NHS website: 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/pregnancy -and-
baby/pages/where-can-I-give-birth.aspx 

Craig Emery 
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1st Gobowen Scout Group’s  
Expedition to Switzerland 
After 18 months of planning, Friday 4th    
August came, and 36 members of our Scout 
Group, from 3 Cubs, Scouts and Explorer 
Scouts plus Leaders gathered in our Scout 
Hall to wait for the coach which would take 
us all the way to the International Scout   
Centre at Kandersteg, high up in the Swiss 
Alps. 
 
We left at midday, and had only got to 
Shrewsbury when an accident held us up for 
some 20 minutes.  Our ferry was leaving   
Dover at 7.55pm, we just managed to arrive 
as the ship was being loaded. 
 
On arriving in Calais, we then had a 495 mile 
trip during the night to our next stop for 
breakfast.  We eventually arrived at our    
destination at 12.00 noon on Saturday. After 
taking our ruck sacks to the camp site, and 
making ourselves ‘at home’ we all then took 
it ‘easy’ in the lovely sunshine. 
 
Sunday was really a rest day, although in the 
afternoon, an international sports afternoon 
had been organized to meet some of the 
1200 campers on site. 
 
Monday saw some of the youngsters leaving 
to go climbing, and other leaving for a walk in 
the mountains. All came back thoroughly    
exhausted, but having enjoyed their day. 
 
Tuesday, saw three groups doing different 
levels of hikes. The youngest leaving first, but 
it soon became very apparent that the 
weather was not going to be very good,  
 
Second group left, and the rains started.  The 
third group of the older Explorers and Scouts 

left as they were going to stay up in the 
mountains overnight in a hut, and the follow-
ing day going into two more valley walking. 
However, the weather deteriorated very 
quickly, with very heavy rain, thunder and 
lightening. The first and second groups     
returned absolutely drenched to the skin, and 
when the clouds lifted slightly, there was 
snow, just above us.  The third group had to 
come back the following day, as the passes 
they were going in were filled with snow. So, 
some of the other activities we were involved 
in were Messages of Peace, BP Workshop, 
Compass course, International evening, 
(showing some of our foods from Shropshire) 
Team building, Kandersteg trail, and many 
more. 
 
Friday, saw nearly everyone leaving for a trek 
up to a lake in the mountains of Oeschinen-
see, and although the weather wasn’t very 
good, some brave scouts even took a dip in 
the lake.  Our intention had been to go on 
the Summer Sledge run, but due to the 
weather this had to be cancelled – Never 
mind, this is a must for next time. After     
returning by cable car, and having dinner, we 
all went to the Camp Fire. 
 
Saturday, saw us meeting the bus to start our 
long journey home, stopping in the town of 
Thun, for lunch at McDonalds. We all arrived 
back at the Scout Hall at 1.30pm very tired, 
but everyone had had an absolutely          
incredible experience. And the majority 
wanting to go again. 
 
Plans are already in place for our next visit in 
2021. Thanks are expressed to the Three  
Parishes Lottery Fund and the Gobowen 
Youth Opportunity Fund, for their contribu-
tions to our funds. 

Brenda Cassidy (Leader)  
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Three Parishes Big Local 

Over the past few months we have been working on a Three 
Parishes Big Local Update Leaflet - this leaflet highlights some 
of the work that we have been doing over the past year.  We 
are pleased to say that it is now being distributed in your area.  
If you would like further information about the projects that 
we have worked on, please contact Bridget or Paula via the 
details  printed at the foot of this page. 
 

FREE help for businesses and enterprise in Weston Rhyn,               
St Martins and Gobowen. 

Three Parishes Means Business is providing support for     
business in this area thanks to funding from the Big Lottery 
through the Three Parishes Big Local programme.  Support is 
available to business of all sizes, for established businesses as well as start-ups.   

Your organisation could benefit from: 

● Start up support and advice 
● Promoting your business 
● Training and specialist advice 
 
As part of Three Parishes Means Business we have organised a FREE business start-up training 
session at St Martins Centre on Wednesday 7th March 2018, 9.30am – 12.30pm. 
 
You could benefit from attending this course if: 

● You have a new business idea 
● You have recently started a new business 
● You want to move from being employed to being self-employed 
● You are running a business and are considering a step change or a change in direction 
 
To book a place or to find out if this course is right for you, please contact Bridget. 

Please also contact Bridget if you would like to discuss other ways that Three Parishes Means 
Business could support you and your business. 

Want to keep up with 3 Parishes Big Local news? Contact Bridget or Paula at 
Three Parishes Big Local on 01691 656882 or at info@big-local.org 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter on 3PBigLocal  
 

● Finding new networks 
● Small grants or loans 
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As the days get shorter and colder, it’s easy to go into ‘hibernation 
mode’ and curl up in front of the TV or fire but why not try something 
new and become a volunteer?! 
 
There are lots of people in the local area who depend on the valuable 
support that volunteers offer them. For example, elderly people who 
rely on volunteers to deliver them a hot meal, or to give them a lift to 
a social group, which for some might be the only contact they have 
with the outside world in a week. These roles, along with many      
others, exist right here in the local community and we are looking for 
volunteers to help this winter. 
 
Whether you are retired and looking for something to keep you busy or a younger person  
hoping to gain some experience and develop skills, contact Qube to find out how you could 
make a real difference in your local community or come to one of our monthly drop-in sessions 
for an informal chat.  
 
We are also looking to hear from groups in the area who need volunteers. We can advertise 
opportunities for you and support you with all aspects of managing volunteers.  Come along to 
the drop-in or give us a call.  

 
Every 2nd Tuesday 10 am-12 pm—Gobowen Central (Library)  

Contact Alex or Caroline at Qube 01691 656882 / volunteering@big-local.org 

Kissing Gate Installed in Selattyn by Parish Paths Partnership (P3) 
Selattyn & Gobowen P3 team of volunteers carried 
out its first major public footpath improvement   
project in Selattyn on 13th October.  Led by Helen 
Beresford from the Shropshire County Outdoors  
Department, the team replaced an unsafe wooden 
stile and fencing with a modern galvanised steel  
kissing gate.  The work has greatly improved safety 
on this much-used shortcut. 
 

The P3 team, which meets on the second Friday of each month, will carry out further           
improvement projects during coming months.  Additional volunteers are most welcome to join 
the group. Training will be given when required to develop practical skills towards greater   
access to our public rights of way. For further details call 07565 528821. 

Mike McKenna 

mailto:volunteering@big-local.org
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Clubs & Organisations 

Mon 9.00-11.00am Stay & Play Session Gobowen Primary School 655121 

Mon 12.00pm Lunch Club (once every month) All Saint’s Church Hall 659674 

Mon 1.45pm ‘Sparklers’ Pre-school 
(2nd Mon of the month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 672983 

Mon 5.00-7.00pm Fusion Arts Gobowen Youth Sessions Gobowen Pavilion 677170 

Mon 5.25-6.25pm Sword Fencing (for ages 8+) Gobowen Scout Hut 07773 
454157 

Mon 7.30pm Selattyn Woodturning Club (Every 2nd Mon 
of month) 

Oaklands 661500 

Tue 9.30-11.00am O.A.S.H.G. T'ai Chi Gobowen Scout Hall 656321 

Tue 10.00am-4.00pm Oswestry Men's Shed Oswestry Showground 07821  
357 356  

Tue 10.00am-12.00pm Village Volunteering (2nd Tues of month) Gobowen Library 656882 

Tue 10.30-11.30am Time to Listen  Gobowen Library 653388 

Tue 10.30-11.30am Extend Exercise for Men & Women All Saint’s Church Hall 07854  
258 087 

Tue 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship Preeshenlle United  
Reform Church 

658016 

Tue 6.00-7.15pm Beavers Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Tue 6.00-7.30pm 1st Gobowen Girls Brigade Christ Church, Oswestry 680708 

Tue 7.00pm Women’s Institute 
(1st Tue of month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 656914 

Tue 7.30-9.00pm Kempo Karate Gobowen Scout Hall 777463 

Tue 7.30-9.00pm Yoga & Mindfulness Gobowen Pavilion 07505 
095852 

Wed 10.00am-4.00pm Oswestry Men's Shed Oswestry Showground 07821  
357 356  

Wed 12.00pm Dinner at Preeshenlle (fortnightly) Preeshenlle School Hall 658016 

Wed 2.00-5.00pm Indoor Bowls All Saint’s Church Hall 650736 

Thu  Phoenix Group (formerly W.I.) 
(2nd Thu of month) 

The Cross Keys  
Function Room, Selattyn 

 

Thu 10.00am-4.00pm Oswestry Men's Shed Oswestry Showground 07821  
357 356  

Thu 10.00am-12.00pm Gobowen I.T. Project (term time only) Gobowen Pavilion 655385 
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Thu 2.30pm Mothers’ Union (4th Thu of month) All Saint’s Church Hall 659674 

Thu 4.00pm Gobowen Old Friends Association 
(every 3rd Thu of month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 239709 

Thu 6.00-7.30pm Fun & Friendship Group 
(from age 7) 

Preeshenlle Schoolroom 658016 

Thu 7.30pm Salsa Dancing Classes (fortnightly) The Last Inn, Hengoed 659747 

Thu 7.30pm Ladies’ Guild (2nd Thu of month) All Saint’s Church Hall 650516 

Fri 9.00-10.30am Little Badgers Selattyn School Hall 659744 

Fri 10.00am-1.00pm Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Paths  
Partnership (2nd Friday of the month) 

Locations vary 07565 
528821 

Fri 10.30-11.30am Extend Exercise for Men and Women Meadowbrook 07854  
258 087 

Fri 5.45-7.30pm Cubs Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Fri 7.30-9.00pm Selattyn Youth Club Selattyn School Hall 690511 

Fri 7.45-9.30pm Scouts Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Fri 8.00-9.30pm Explorer Scouts Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Sat 9.00-11.00am Bryn Y Castell Coppice Conservation 
Group (every 2nd Sat of month) 

Coppice entrance off 
Fernhill Lane 

07565 
528821 

Sat 2.00-4.30pm Gobowen Celtic FC Home Matches 
(to May 2018) 

Gobowen Playing Field 
Gobowen 

07896 
804435 

Sun  Contact the Elderly Various locations 0121 603 
1331 

If there are any changes to the arrangement of these Clubs & Organisations please contact the Assistant to the Parish 
Clerk via email (details on page 2) to keep the information printed here as up to date as possible. 

Diary of Events 

2nd Jan ‘18 12.00pm-
2.00pm 

TNS Indoor Multi-Sport Activities 
with Lunch 

Gobowen Scouts Hall 

10th Jan ‘18 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, 
Gobowen  

31st Jan ‘18 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, 
Gobowen 

14th Feb ‘18 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, 
Gobowen 

15th Feb ‘18 7.00pm-
9.00pm 

3 Parishes Community Wildlife 
Group Meeting 

The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, 
Gobowen 
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 Diary of Christmas Events 

17th Dec ‘17 11.00am Christmas Presentation by the Fun & 
Friendship Group 

Preeshenlle United Reformed Church 
St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

17th Dec ‘17 6.30pm Scout Group Carol Service Preeshenlle United Reformed Church 
St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

19th Dec ‘17 7.30pm Village Carol Service & Refreshments St. Mary’s Church, Selattyn 

24th Dec ‘17 11.00am Morning Worship Preeshenlle United Reformed Church 
St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

24th Dec ‘17 3.00pm Children’s Service St. Mary’s Church, Selattyn 

24th Dec ‘17 5.00pm Christingle Service All Saint’s Church, Chirk Road, Gobowen 

24th Dec ‘17 6.00pm Candlelight Carol Service Preeshenlle United Reformed Church 
St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

24th Dec. ‘17 11.30pm Midnight Communion All Saint’s Church, Chirk Road, Gobowen 

24th Dec ‘17 11.30pm Midnight Communion St. Mary’s Church, Selattyn 

25th Dec ‘17 9.30am Holy Communion All Saint’s Church, Chirk Road, Gobowen 

25th Dec ‘17 9.30am Holy Communion St. Mary’s Church, Selattyn 

2nd  Jan ‘18 12.00-2.00pm THS Christmas Party & Activities Gobowen Scouts Hall, Station Road, 
Gobowen 

10th Jan ‘18 12.00pm Dinner at Preeshenlle (fortnightly) Preeshenlle School Hall 
St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

Three Parishes Community Wildlife Group 
The group held their first AGM on16th November when it was reported that the  year had 
been a great success  with a good attendance at all our meetings. The chairman reported that 
the Lapwing and Curlew survey had also been a success with 26 members taking part.  A full 
report of the survey had been written by ornithologist Leo Smith and all  members had re-
ceived a copy. We will also be continuing with the  Lapwing and Bird surveys in 2018 and any-
one in the three parishes who has any knowledge of either Lapwing or Curlew nesting sites 
were to be asked to help with the survey and contact Polly Smith. A meeting will be held in 
March 2018 to discuss the survey. Following on from the AGM a member Celia Todd gave a 
talk on “Wildlife in the area” which included tips on photographing wildlife . The  photographs 
were excellent and Celia's knowledge of wildlife was very evident and members found the talk 
of great interest. We have a variety of talks organised for 2018 with subjects including Newts, 
Dragonflies and Pine Martens.  We will also hear more about the wildlife sites in our own par-
ishes, such as the Oswestry Hill Fort, Oswestry Racecourse and Bryn-Castel Coppice. Our first 
meeting in 2018 is a talk on Hedgehog preservation with Tim Robbins. It is at the Chapter 
House at St Martins. 7.30m start.  £2.00 each.  Visitors are very welcome. Please contact the 
chair of the group if you have information on either  Lapwings or Curlews or require more in-
formation  on  01691 239087, mobile 07938693561 or email polly.j.smith@hotmail.co.uk 
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Community Notices 

Social Media 
Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council have a 
website where you can find details of all 

council meetings. Visit  
www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 

Like on facebook:/  
www.facebook.comSelattynandGobowenPC 

And follow us on Twitter @SandGPC 

Gobowen Old Friends  
Association 

 
The Old Friends continue to meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month in Gobowen Church 
Hall.  Membership is £5 per year.  Most 
months we enjoy tea at 4pm, with some   
entertainment. We also run 5 coach trips a 
year open to non-members. We have         
organised an all-day trip to Liverpool Docks 
(Sept. 21st), and a half-day visit to Bridgmere     
Garden Centre, followed by pub meal stop. 
(Oct. 19th).  
 
Gobowen Old Friends is open to any       
Gobowen resident over 60 and enquiries can 
be made to the secretary, Heather Ryan, on 
01691 239709. 

David Ryan (Chairman) 

Slimming World 
Groups run on the following days:  

Chirk Methodist Church on Monday’s at 5pm 
and 7pm 

Oswestry Memorial Hall on Wednesday’s at 
9am, 11am, 1pm, 5pm & 7pm 

New members welcome. Consultant Emma.  
Tel: 07581458656 

Broadband Speeds in the Parish 
Thank you to everyone who responded to the article in Autumn Roundabout about issues   
currently being experienced with broadband speeds. The Parish Council have used this         
information to inform the Place Plan Review and are looking at ways they can support people 
to get these issues resolved. 
 
Library in Hengoed Phone Box Open for Business 
The Tiny Library in the old telephone box in Hengoed, opposite the Last Inn, is now open for 
business!  It is stocked with a selection of books, DVD's and CD's, all available to borrow and 
return when finished with.  Anyone is welcome to borrow from the Tiny Library, and donations 
of books and DVD's are most welcome.  If anyone has a small bookshelf they could donate to 
the Tiny Library, it would be most welcome. Please contact Donna Murdoch - donnamur-
doch@hotmail.com 
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 Reports & Information 

Bryn y Castell Coppice 
The group have continued 
to clear fallen branches 
and plant new  saplings, 
some of which have been 
marked with tubes and 
stakes so they do not get 
lost in the undergrowth. 
At times large amounts of 
rubbish has been left in some areas of the 
coppice, this has been  removed. Future 
plans include  replacement of bird boxes, 
some of which have become  damaged, and 
labelling and cataloguing trees so that the 
state of the coppice can be monitored. There 
have been  reports of a Fieldfare, a migratory 
bird, being seen in the Coppice. 

Chris Jenkins 
 
Fire Service Home Fire Safety 
Advice 
Did you know the Fire Service offer a FREE 
Home Fire Safety Visit? The purpose of the 
visit is to ensure you are aware of the       
potential hazards and can take appropriate 
actions. The visit is not to judge your lifestyle, 
but keep you safe from fire. 
 
They will arrange a convenient time to visit, 
talk about the main causes of fire in the 
home, test smoke alarms, discuss points to 
consider when making a home fire escape 
plan and give advice on the action to be 
taken in the event of a fire. 
 
Shopping Care at Christmas 
Now that the festive season is nearly upon 
us, can I advise you all to be vigilant with  
regard to your Christmas shopping.  Please 
don’t leave it on view in your car in the car 
park, make sure it is in the boot or covered 
up, away from the watchful eye of thieves.  

I attended an incident in Oswestry a few 
years ago where a lady had put her shopping 
in the boot of her estate car in view, before 
returning to the shops to continue her    
shopping.  Unfortunately someone drew up 
in a vehicle next to hers, smashed the back 
window, grabbed all her bags before driving 
off at speed.  It happened so quickly no one 
was able to take down the registration    
number of the car and the offenders got 
away.  This was in broad daylight on a busy 
Saturday, and having brought all the          
expensive presents that were for her children 
she was unable to afford to replace them.   
 
It goes without saying that you also need to 
be vigilant at home, there have been          
occasions when people have been burgled 
and Christmas presents have been taken 
from under the tree all wrapped up.  If you’re 
going out in the evening, it’s a good idea to 
draw the curtains and leave a light on,     
making it look like someone is at home.  For 
obvious reasons the crime rate for burglaries 
and thefts do tend to increase on the lead up 
to Christmas, please take whatever steps you 
can to avoid being a victim of crime. 
 
For more crime prevention advice please feel 
free to get in contact with me. Please report 
anything suspicious to the   police on 101. 

Kate Le’Clere, PC 3718 
Oswestry Rural North 

Safer Neighbourhoods Team 
Mobile – 07870  219518 

 

Selattyn & Gobowen 
Parish Council wishes 
everyone living in the 
area a Merry  
Christmas and a  
Happy New Year! 



Useful Contact Information 
Medical 
Cambrian Medical Centre, Thomas Savin Road, Oswestry ................................................................................... 652929 
Cambrian Pharmacy, Oswald Road, Oswestry ...................................................................................................... 670292 
Caxton Surgery, Oswald Road, Oswestry—Emergency & General Enquiries ........................................................ 654646 
Appointments....................6536000              Dispensary.....................659250          Repeat Prescriptions ............ 658519 
Chirk Surgery ........................................................................................................................................................ 772434 
Child Health Centre, Victoria Road, Oswestry ...................................................................................................... 653313 
Day Lewis Pharmacy (Gobowen) .......................................................................................................................... 652377 
Plas Ffynnon Medical Centre, Middleton Road, Oswestry—Appointments & Enquiries ...................................... 655844 
Repeat Prescriptions...............................................655538     Shropdoc NHS Out of Hours ...................... 08444 068888 
Hospitals 
Chirk Community Hospital, John’s Street, Chirk ................................................................................................... 772430 
Princess Royal Hospital, Apley Castle, Telford ........................................................................................... 01952 641222 
Robert Johns & Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital ............................................................................................... 404000 
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital, Mytton Oak Road, Shrewsbury ....................................................................... 01743 26100 
Shropshire Nuffield......................................01743 817144     Wrexham Maelor Hospital ......................... 01978 291100 
Schools, Playgroups and Colleges 
Gobowen All Rounders ......................................................................................................................................... 653147 
Gobowen Primary School (Head Teacher: Mrs. L. Luke) ....................................................................................... 661343 
Marches School, Oswestry (Head Teacher: Mrs. S. Longville) .............................................................................. 664400 
North Shropshire College, Oswestry ..................................................................................................................... 688000 
Oswestry Children’s Centre .................................................................................................................................. 656513 
Selattyn School (Head Teacher: Ms. C. Morgan) .................................................................................................. 659744 
St. Martin’s School (Principal: Mrs. S. Lovecy) ...................................................................................................... 776500 
St. Martin’s Arts Centre (Principal: Mrs. S. Lovecy) .............................................................................................. 776502 
Churches 
All Saints ............................................................................................................................................................... 661226 
Our Lady & Saint Oswald’s Catholic Church ......................................................................................................... 652248 
Preeshenlle United Reformed Church .................................................................................................................. 658016 
St. Mary’s Church, Selattyn .................................................................................................................................. 661226 
Police 
Local Police....................................................................101    PC Kate Le’Clere ......................................... 07792 774024 
Reporting Crime Disorder (non-emergency) ............................................................................................ 0300 333 3000 
Crime Stoppers ........................................................................................................................ 0800 555 111 (FREE CALL) 
Veterinary Surgeries 
Border Veterinary Centre, Maesbury Road, Oswestry ......................................................................................... 670395 
Park Issa Veterinary Hospital, Salop Road, Oswestry ........................................................................................... 670067 
Travel 
Arriva Midlands North, Oswestry Depot.....0871 200 2233    Community Rail Officer ......................................... 772784 
Gobowen Railway Station .................................................................................................................................... 681010 
National Rail Enquiries for long distance travel (local call charge) ............................................................ 08457 484950 
Owens Coaches, Oswestry ................................................................................................................................... 652126 
Traveline (public transport information) .................................................................................................. 0871 200 2233 
Dial-a-Ride ............................................................................................................................................................ 671571 
General 
Age Concern .............................................................................................................................................. 01743 233123 
Childline (FREE) ............................................................................................................................................... 0800 1111     
Citizens Advice Bureau, 34 Arthur Street, Oswestry ................................................................................. 0344 499 1100 
Community Meals...................................................829571     Gobowen Allotments ............................................ 829571 
Domestic Violence Helpline (FREE) ........................................................................................................... 0808 2000 247 
Gobowen Library - Tues: 10am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, Weds: 10am-1pm, 2pm-4pm (term time only),  
Thurs: 10am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, Sat: 10am-1pm ..................................................................................................... 653388 
Gobowen Post Office..............................................658814     Helpmates ............................................................ 656882 
Oswestry Leisure Centre, Shrewsbury Road...........677150     Qube ..................................................................... 656882 
R.S.P.C.A.......................................................08705 555999     Shopmobility..........................................................656882      
Signature Smiles Dental Practice.............................662719    Shropshire Council (General Enquires) ..... 0345 678 9000 
Social Services Dept (North Area).................01743 253911    Volunteer Bureau ................................................. 670021 


