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Advertisements 
If you would like to advertise in the next edition of the Parish Roundabout please send your  

information to Amy Gregory (contact details above) with a cheque made payable to ‘Selattyn and Gobowen Parish 
Council’ by 1st February 2017. We accept written details, Word documents or jpeg format. It costs £50 for an eighth of 
a page, £75 for half a page and £100 for a full page a year. The Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Roundabout is published 4 

times a year and distributed to 1700 homes in the area. 

Contributions 
We always welcome contributions from people living in the parish. If you’d like to air your views on a  

particular subject or have a photograph or piece of artwork on the cover then please get in touch with the Parish Clerk 
(see contact details above). Articles submitted as “Word” files should be formatted for XP software or earlier. The  

deadline for the next issue (Spring) is 1st February 2017. 

Statutory Disclaimer 
All articles and advertisements are published in good faith. Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council cannot check all details 

in the articles and any views expressed may not necessarily reflect those of the council. Neither can we be held  
responsible for the actions of any advertisers now or in the future. 

Parish Council Meetings 
Parish Council meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month except August when there is no meeting.  

Details of agendas and minutes of previous meetings can be viewed on the Council’s website  
www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk. Current agendas are also posted on the parish notice boards in Selattyn bus shelter, 

outside the Library on St Martins Road, outside the Co-op on Station Road in Gobowen, and outside  
The Last Inn in Hengoed. 
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Reports & Information 

Chairman’s Report 
The shortest day is nearly upon us and soon  
we will yet again be looking forward to the 
joys and delights of the spring and the      
extended day length. 
 
Recent parish fund raising activities by many 
organisations have been very successful and 
the hard work of all individuals concerned 
deserves our recognition and support. 
 
A glance through the Roundabout brings 
home how active a parish community we are 
and thanks are accorded to everyone who 
plays a part in the running of various groups 
and clubs, well done to you all. 
 
With the festive season soon to descend 
upon us and the  thought of displacing some 
of the excess calorie intake comes to mind 
then why not explore the parish from the 
myriad of navigable footpaths that criss cross 
the area. It will indeed provide a different 
and revealing perspective of the wonderful 
surroundings in which we are so fortunate to 
live in. 
 
For up to date  news on parish matters please 
keep an eye on our website and update our 
parish clerk on forthcoming events and     
activities. 
 
The Armistice Day Celebration was yet again  
extremely well attended and we were       
fortunate this year in having a superb bugle 
soloist in attendance. The willingness of so 
many groups and individuals to engage in this 
ceremony shows respect and it is my strong 
belief that a nation that respects her fallen 
deserves and commands respect itself. 
 
The slide from autumn into winter has taken 

place and we all need to spare a thought and 
a moment for individuals who are less able to 
deal with these changes and be ready to   
render assistance and support where        
practical and possible. 
 
The recently re-vamped Post Office (renamed 
“All Wrapped Up”) looks, feels and delivers a 
higher level of customer focus and allied with 
its extended range of goods and services, it is 
a really good asset for our community. How 
useful it is to be able to make bank deposits 
at Gobowen as opposed to having to wind 
ones way further afield. 
 
I would like to express our thanks to both 
Amy and Nigel for their support and            
assistance in delivering  council policy and 
services to you all.  
 
Our contractors do set high standards and it 
is pleasing to receive comments from various 
individuals who compliment us on having  a 
well kept and presented cemetery, the 
roundabout which is a focal point of our   
village always has the cared for look about it 
as does the war memorial and playing field. 
Your hard work is duly   appreciated by     
o u r s e l v e s  a n d  o t h e r s . 
 
Each quarter sees the preparatory work and 
printing of the ‘Selattyn & Gobowen Parish 
Roundabout’ newsletter overseen by Amy 
and Nigel, well done to you both. Once     
published the Roundabout needs to be      
delivered and we are most grateful to the         
individuals who take the time to ensure that 
you receive your copy. 
 
Best Festive Greetings to you all. 

Huw Ellis  
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Reports & Information 

Parish Paths Partnership 
At the Annual Meeting of the Parish in May, 
Helen Beresford, Parish Paths Partnerships 
Officer came to talk about the P3               
Programme. The Countryside Commission 
launched the P3 scheme as a pilot in 1992 
and parish councils work with local             
volunteers to agree with the council a       
programme of works to improve local path 
networks. So what do P3 groups do…. 
 
● Waymarking of routes 
● Vegetation Clearance 
● Repairing and/or replacing gates, stiles 

etc 
● Easier access – replacing stiles with 

gates 
● Installing small bridges and          

boardwalks 
● Strimming and hedgecutting paths 
● Survey local paths networks 
● Identify local access priorities and 

needs 
● Negotiate with landowners 
● Organise local walks 
● Design and produce walk leaflets 
 
There are currently 67 active P3 groups in 
Shropshire and Selattyn and Gobowen Parish 
Council are keen to get one set up in this 
area.  
 
A meeting has been arranged for 31stJanuary 
2017 at 7.00pm in Gobowen Pavilion to get 
together all those who are interested in being 
part of this partnership and          formulate a 
plan of action to begin moving plans forward.  
 
If you would like any information prior to the 
meeting or are interested but cannot attend, 
please contact the Parish Clerk on 01691 
829571 / parishclerksg@gmail.com 

Telephone Kiosk 
The Red Telephone Kiosk in Hengoed is    
available for ‘adoption’ and the parish council 
wish to consult with residents to put forward 
their views on possible alternative uses for 
the phone box. If you have any ideas or    
suggestions for how the kiosk could be used 
in a way to better benefit the local commu-
nity, please get in touch with the Parish Clerk.  
 
Parking at the Gobowen  
Pavilion 
Please can we remind parishioners and     
visitors to the parish that there is ample  
parking available at the Gobowen Pavilion. 
The Car Park is accessible at all times and is 
monitored by CCTV. Parking in and around 
Gobowen is limited so if you are attending an 
event at the school or maybe a club at the 
Church, please consider parking at the       
Pavilion and utilising the space available.  
 
Community Meals Project 
As Winter well and truly sets in, please      
remember older members of the community 
who may be struggling.  
 
One way the Parish Council is trying to help 
older residents is by running the community 
meals project. Thanks to the support of a 
dedicated team of volunteers, hot meals are 
delivered every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for the cost of £4 which includes a main meal 
and a sweet. As the meals are provided by 
the hospital, a range of diets can be catered 
for. 
 
There is no long term commitment and meals 
can be had for as little as a week at a time, 
perfect if you are a carer who wants to take a 
break or if you have just returned from      
hospital. If you would know of anyone who 
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would benefit from this sort of service please      
contact the Parish Clerk (contact details on 
page 2). 
 
Parish Grants 
At the March meeting the Parish Council  
considers applications for grant assistance 
from local organisations. Please submit your 
application in the form of a letter to the   
Parish Clerk by Friday 17th February at the 
latest. Please email applications to        
parishclerksg@gmail.com 
 
Streetlights 
If you see a streetlight that is not working or 
burning during the day please report it to the 
Parish Clerk and if it is owned by the Parish 
Council we will arrange to have it repaired as 
soon as possible. As we do not undertake  
routine patrols of streetlights we reply on the 
public to report any issues. There are stickers 
on each of the streetlights owned by the  
Parish Council so, where possible, if you can 
quote the reference number on the       
streetlight when reporting it, it will help us to 
locate the light for repair. 
 
Rights of Way 
If you have identified any issues on Rights of 
Way through the Parish, please report them 
to the Parish Clerk so that they can be       
referred onto Shropshire Council. This could 
include an issue with accessibility to a    
bridleway, stiles in need of repair or anything 
else that would be considered a concern for 
the Rights of Way team.  
 
2017 Parish Council Elections 
Parish Councillors hold office for a period of 
four years and retire on the fourth day after 
the ordinary day of election. The newly 
elected Councillors take office on the day on 

               which their predece- 
   sors retire.  
 
              The next ordinary  
              election for Selattyn and 
              Gobowen Parish Council 
              will take place in May 
              2017. In the lead up to 
              the e lections ,  a ll          
information will be published on our website, 
shared in the Roundabout and on our       
Facebook and Twitter pages.  
 
Included in the information published later 
will be details on nomination forms and how 
you can put yourself forward as a candidate 
to become a Councillor. To qualify as a      
candidate you must be: 
 
● 18 years of age or over at the date of 

nomination 
● A commonwealth citizen, a citizen of 

the republic of Ireland, or a citizen of 
another member state of the Euro-
pean Community and either:- 

● On that day and thereafter continues 
to be a local government elector for 
the area of the parish; or 

● During the whole of the 12 months 
preceding that day has occupied as 
owner or tenant any land or premises 
in the parish; or 

● Principal or only place of work during 
that 12 months has been in that area; 
or 

● During the whole of those 12 months 
resided either in the parish or within 
4.8km of it 

 
If you are interested in becoming a Parish 
Councillor, please visit our website 
(www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk)  
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where information will be published or to 
discuss things in more detail, please contact 
the Parish Clerk on 01691 829571. 
 
Gobowen Pavilion and Playing 
Field Booking Details 
Gobowen Pavilion is ideal for a variety of 
events including meetings, children's parties, 
social gatherings, training sessions and sport-
ing events. Features include padded folding 
chairs, folding tables, full Wi-Fi access, central 
heating, a water boiler, a fridge/freezer, cups, 
plates and cutlery, an overhead projector, a 
wipe board, washing facilities. The building is 
wheelchair accessible, it has 4 showers,    
toilets, parking for 18 vehicles and the area is 
monitored by CCTV. 
 
The cost for the main hall with kitchen and 
access to toilets is just £10 per hour. For   
further details and a booking form, please 
contact either Amy Gregory, Parish Clerk, 
Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council on 01691 
829571, email parishclerksg@gmail.com or 
Nigel Thomas, Assistant to the Parish Clerk, 
Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council on 07906 
468 460 (office hours apply). 
 
If you wish to use the playing field for an  
activity / event, this is free of charge but you 
do need to go through the booking process to 
ensure it is not already booked on that day or 
that maintenance work is not due to take 
place.  
 
If you wish to book the playing field, please 
use the contact details listed above. 
 
Christmas Tree Festival 
A Christmas tree festival has been held every 
two years in All Saint’s Church and it will be 
held this year on the 15th, 16th and 17th 

December and will 
opened by Huw Ellis 
chairman of Selattyn and 
Gobowen Parish Council. 
 
It has attracted organisa-
tions, businesses and indi-
viduals from Gobowen 
and surrounding areas to 
decorate a tree. These 

have included charities such as The British 
Heart Foundation, Severn Hospice or organi-
sations such as the Allotment Society or Old 
Friends Gobowen School have also             
contributed trees. On the Monday following 
the event all the school pupils visit the church 
to see all the decorated trees. 
  
Organiser Carole Davidson said ‘It has grown 
from strength to strength being well          
supported and a wonderful community event 
for young and old’. 
  
There will be seasonal refreshments, craft 
stalls , a brass ensemble on Saturday         
afternoon and a Carol Service on Sunday   
afternoon 
  
Carole added that if anyone in the Selattyn or 
Gobowen area  would like to take part and 
decorate a tree they could contact her on 
07548824279. 

Linda Lindup 
 
Bringing back Barn Owls to the 
parish of Selattyn & Gobowen 
For many, the very words Barn Owl conjure 
up a sense of mystery, a ghostly white appari-
tion floating silently over a distant lowland 
meadow in the fading light of a summer   
evening, an owl entering a dilapidated barn in 
the dead of night or perhaps a bird, still and 
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silent, perched on 
a haystack in 
some lonely farm-
yard in the depth 
of winter, eyes 
and ears tuned to 
the faint movements of a small rodent below. 
Sadly, these are often romantic images,    
confined to the distant past when farming 
was gentler and kinder to Barn Owls. Now, 
they are struggling, simply unable to cope 
with the frenetic pace of modern farming and 
urbanisation and the constant changes in 
their environment. In 1932 there were 287 
breeding pairs of barn owl in Shropshire. 
When the Shropshire Barn Owl Group (SBOG) 
was formed in 2002 there were as few as 
120. How could it be that since the 1930’s 
they had declined by over fifty percent? 
 
For fifteen years SBOG has been working to 
reverse this decline. Barn Owls naturally nest 
in large, old tree cavities or in barns and we 
can replicate their nest sites with large,    
rectangular shaped nest boxes which we  
install on isolated trees or tea chest type nest 
boxes installed in barns or other similar build-
ings. We have now installed four hundred 
nest boxes across the County to replace nest 

sites lost to decay or development and    
regularly advise farmers and other landown-
ers on the best way to preserve their habitat 
- rough grassland which is permanent,      
ungrazed and tussocky with a deep litter 
layer and provides an abundance of their 
primary prey, the field vole. We know what 
Barn Owls need because we analysed over 
500 pellets, regurgitated hairs and bones 
produced by Barn Owls every day, and       
established that the field vole comprised 71% 
of the prey items: and field voles need      
permanent, ungrazed, tussocky grass.       

Suitable habitat on 
farmland is now 
often confined to 
field margins - 
arable headlands, 
hedgerows, fence 

lines, banks, ditches and riverbanks - and the 
conservation of these habitats is crucial. 
Grassy margins sowed around arable fields 
under the agri-environment schemes are an 
increasing and valuable hunting habitat.   
Intensively grazed pasture, rough grazing and 
paddocks are poor habitat. 
 
In recent years we have been working to  
restore Barn Owls to the parish of Selattyn & 
Gobowen and have installed five nest boxes 
in farm buildings. One nest box, in a quiet, 
relatively unused building, was installed in 
2014 and a Barn Owl was tantalisingly       
reported there in February 2015. The box 
was checked in July 2015 and found to hold 
three young Barn Owls: two more young 
were produced this summer. Establishing a 
new breeding pair is always a tremendous 
achievement in our attempts to claw back 
their numbers to their rightful level and a 
great testimony as to what can be done when 
there are farmers and other landowners ea-
ger to help the Barn Owl. 
 
In the future, habitat loss and degradation, 
decay of old tree nest sites, the renovation 
and dilapidation of farm buildings, adverse 
winter conditions, climate change, rodenti-
cides and road casualties will all continue to 
impact on the Barn Owl. Some of these     
impacts can be mitigated - the provision of a 
designated and self-contained loft space 
within a barn conversion, for example.     
However, urbanisation continues to encroach 
on hunting habitat and tree nest sites,   
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and the disturbance and development of 
buildings known to support breeding Barn 
Owls continues.  

In spite of this all our efforts appear to be 
having a positive result. Nest boxes have   
produced 1,012 young Barn Owls with an 
additional 231 chicks in natural sites        
monitored by SBOG. Most encouragingly, our   
recent estimate of breeding pairs now puts 
the Shropshire Barn Owl population at 
around 220 pairs, much closer to its historical 
level.  Several new pairs have been            
established this year and many more farmers 
are now enrolling in agri-environment 
schemes which provide grassland strips and 
headlands. By working with them to install 
nest boxes SBOG ensures that the two        
essential ingredients that enable Barn Owls 
to survive a secure, quiet, dry nest site and 
feeding habitat – come together.  
 
While SBOG survey work and data collection 
has undoubtedly contributed to better 
knowledge, the sustained effort to replenish 
the loss of natural cavities by the siting of 
nest boxes in areas of good feeding habitat 
has promoted a real increase in the number 
of pairs. This trend can be maintained, but 
there is a caveat. Aside from the inherent 

problem of maintaining sufficient funding to 
continually install new nest boxes and        
replenish ageing ones, existing habitat must 
be maintained, and continued targeted    
funding through agri-environment schemes is 
essential for grassy headlands and margins to 
secure the population. In the longer term, 
oak and ash trees on farmland continue to be 
lost due to decay and there is an urgent need 
for a tree planting programme in order to 
ensure a sustainable supply of natural tree 
sites in the future.  
 
We would like to learn more about the Barn 
Owls of Selattyn & Gobowen and to do more 
to help them. Let us know if you see Barn 
Owls or if you suspect they are occupying 
some large old isolated tree or using a      
dilapidated farm building. If you have large 
fields or margins of permanent, ungrazed, 
tussocky grass (see photo) and would like to 
encourage Barn Owls then perhaps we could 
survey the site to assess whether it is        
suitable. The installation of a nest box on an 
adjacent isolated tree or in a quiet barn just 
might create the next new pair of Barn Owl in 
Shropshire. 

For more details see our website 
www.shropshirebarnowlgroup.org.uk for 
more details Glenn Bishton & John Lightfoot. 

Shropshire Barn Owl Group 
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Bryn Y Castell Coppice  
Conservation Group  
Annual Update 
What a difference a year makes!  Thank you 
to everyone who visited the Coppice this 
year; it is clear that our own village green-
space has been treated kindly.  The results 
speak for themselves.  As we wait for the 
promised hard Winter, the Coppice is in a 
good state to provide an encouraging envi-
ronment for animal and bird life.  With much 
rain early on and only gradual drying-out of 
the wet areas, vegetation has blossomed all 
over.  A few wild flower species have been 
dominant, tending to swamp other growth 
and also our attempts at seeding, but the 
general view this Autumn is of a healthy 
space with good ground-cover.  Planted sap-
lings have flourished and trimming and thin-
ning has given the whole area a boost.  The 
Coppice Conservation team can look forward 
this Autumn to continuing its action plan, 
carrying out monthly work sessions (second 
Saturday at 9am).  Priorities for the next few 
months include installing nesting boxes for 
birds and bats, further planting and seeding 
and, in Spring, carrying out wildlife surveys.  
Those are important to monitor progress, but 
also to identify new wildlife and plant sight-
ings; they can be carried out by anyone.  If 
readers would like to help Gobowen’s own 
Conservation team, please ring Mike on 
07565 528821. 
 
At the end of 2015, visually the Coppice was 
in a poor state because of significant damage 
caused to trees, fires and a general disregard 
for the natural space. That had been made 
possible because normally wet areas had 
dried-out and allowed broader access than in 
recent years.  Plant and animal life were af-
fected.  However nature, when left to itself, 

has a habit of returning to its natural state.  
That has indeed been the case this year.  The 
early months were so wet that the Coppice 
did not dry-out much until middle year.  Low-
lying parts held water until September, when 
it became possible for a relatively dry circum-
navigation of the Coppice. Thus this year, 
frogs, dragonflies, hedgehogs and many spe-
cies of birds have been spotted.  Earlier plant-
ings of saplings and shrubs are now flourish-
ing, although last years sowings of wild flow-
ers have been almost completely swamped 
by luxurious weed growth. 
 
The Coppice Conservation Group’s efforts 
this year have been concentrated on tidying 
and containment to encourage the Coppice 
to return to its wetland state.  This has been 
successful and as Winter approaches, the 
Coppice is in excellent shape. 
 
Looking forward to 2017, we hope that users 
of Bryn y Castell Coppice will  continue to 
enjoy the nature reserve on our doorstep.  
We need to encourage especially our young 
people to respect the space and resist the 
urge to damage an asset which after all can 
add to a deeper understanding of the world 
around them.   

Mike McKenna 
 
Have you been to  
Lake Vyrnwy lately? 
Lake Vyrnwy is a reservoir in Powys, Wales. 
Its stone-built dam, built in the 1880s, was 
the first of its kind in the world. It was built 
for the purpose of supplying Liverpool and 
the districts later designated as Merseyside 
with fresh water. 
 
Why not take a drive out there?  You can go 
one way and back another.  When you get 
there the facilities include free parking; 
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toilets; craft shops; RSPB shop. 
 
The RSPB have a wheelchair accessible,  feed-
ing station hide to watch the birds, the bird 
feeders are right by the window so you can 
sit and watch the wonderful range of birds - 
Siskins, great spotted woodpeckers, nut-
hatches and marsh tits are all seen amongst 
others. 
  
There is a sculpture trail and a variety of 
walks and if you are feeling very energetic 
you can hire a bike or take your own and ride 
the 12miles around the lake where you can 
enjoy the sights. It's a quite a flat route with 
little motor traffic. You should be able to see 
and hear pied flycatchers and redstarts, while 
dippers nest by the lake and rocky streams, 
great crested grebes and goosanders bob on 
the water, and above you ravens, buzzards 
and perhaps a peregrine soar in the skies. 
 
After your exercise there are places to eat. 

Sue Crow 
  
3 Parishes Community Wildlife 
Group for the parishes of  
Weston Rhyn, Gobowen,  
Selattyn, and St Martins 
A very successful meeting was held on 3rd 
November with an excellent attendance from 
all three parishes. It was decided that a new 
Three Parishes Community Wildlife Group 
should be formed and a programme of   
meetings would be arranged starting on 19th 
January 2017 at 7pm.  
 
The speaker will be Claire Backshall who will 
give an illustrated talk on “Why Garden    
Birdwatchers Matter”. The talk will be in       
St Martins at the Ellesmere Road Methodist 
Church hall. The following months meeting 

will be held in Gobowen.  
 
Anyone interested in joining the group can 
contact Polly Smith on 01691 239087, or 
email polly.j.smith@hotmail.co.uk for more 
details of future meetings. Also look at our 
Facebook page: 3Parishes Wildlife Group.   

Polly Smith 
 
All Wrapped 
Up at        
Gobowen Post  
Office 
The Gobowen Post 
Office (All Wrapped 
Up) on Old Whitting-

ton Road has now extended its opening hours 
from 9am to 5.30pm every day of the week 
except Sunday. 
 
It still offers a range of postal services includ-
ing cash deposits and withdrawals, Car Tax, 
bill payments, mobile top-ups, Postal Orders, 
foreign currency, Euro’s on demand, Budget 
Cards, savings accounts, gas and electric key 
top-ups, International Phone Cards, the     
National Lottery and gift cards for many large 
retailers. 
 
There’s also a dry cleaning service, a range of 
cards, stationary, gifts, sweets and ice 
creams, as well as a photocopying service. 
 
Derwen @90  Celebrating  
History – Creating Futures 
In 2017 Derwen College will be celebrating its 
90th birthday and we look forward to sharing 
our story with you. We were founded in 1927 
by Dame Agnes Hunt, an inspirational and 
truly amazing person who devoted her life to 
improving the lives of disabled men, women 
and children. The Derwen Training College 
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was set for physically young people to have 
the opportunities to learn a trade and be-
come part ia l ly  or wholly  se lf -
supporting.  Dame Agnes has left us with an 
amazing legacy, one which we will continue 
to develop as we celebrate our 90th year and 
beyond.  
 
The college has 
expanded over 
the years and 
now includes 
onsite a café, 
r e s t a u r a n t , 
walled garden 
and garden 
centre all open 
to the public seven days a week and provid-
ing invaluable work experience for students.  
 
There will be a number of events taking place 
throughout the year including vintage teas, 
music events, tours and lots more including a 
1920s Electro Swing ball in May. If you would 
like to get involved with the celebrations or 
share your memories of Derwen College 
email derwendays@derwen.ac.uk. More info 
at www.derwenat90.co.uk.  
  
Great Taste Awards for Derwen College  
Students and staff at Derwen College,     
Gobowen, are celebrating after receiving two 
Great Taste Awards for their Raspberry Jam 
and Spiced Apple Chutney made on site in 
the Food Centre.  The recent awards come on 
the back of the 2015 Great Taste award for 
Derwen’s Butternut Squash and Apricot  
chutney also part of the homemade range.  
 
“We are so pleased with these awards and 
the comments from the judges. They reflect 
the hard work of the students and the team 

here. Our raspberry jam is one of our top 
sellers in the Farm Shop and at outside mar-
ket events so it is great to get this official 
recognition for the jam. Students are in-
volved in every process here from planting 
seeds and growing fruit and vegetables, mak-
ing the jams and chutneys in the Food Centre 
and stocking and selling in the Farm Shop, we 
also create the labels here on site. There is a 
wide range of products in our dc handmade 
range including the chutneys and jams” said 
Nina Brown, Food Centre Coordinator, Der-
wen College. 
  
Christmas shopping 
Last date to order Christmas Hampers online 
i s  1 5 t h  D e c e m b e r  a t 
www.shopatderwen.co.uk. The Farm Shop 
will be open until lunchtime on Thursday 
22nd December where you can pick up 
Christmas treats and enjoy some festive 
shopping. Thank you. 

Derwen College 
 
Better Broadband Subsidy 
Scheme 
The Government has committed to giving 
access to 2Mbps download speed (a basic 
broadband service) to every premises in the 
UK. As part of this commitment Connecting 
Shropshire, in conjunction with Broadband 
Delivery UK (BDUK), is making available the 
option of a subsidised broadband installation 
for eligible premises. 
 
The Better Broadband Subsidy Scheme pro-
vides support towards the cost of the installa-
tion of a broadband connection so that a ba-
sic broadband service can be purchased for a 
first year cost of no more than £400 (taking 
account of any up-front costs and the 12 
month service charges). The scheme can also 



 

12 

be used to access more expensive packages 
with higher speeds and/or greater monthly 
data allowances. 
 
You will only be eligible if your premises has 
access to download speeds of less than 
2Mbps. 
 
If you think you are eligible, you can apply for 
a Subsidy Code, which will enable you to or-
der a subsidised broadband connection from 
any of the service providers that are part of 
the scheme. For more information please 
visit - http://connectingshropshire.co.uk/
basic-broadband-subsidy-scheme/. If you 
have any queries about the scheme, please 
email your name, address and contact details 
to: connecting.shropshire@shropshire.gov.uk 
 
Day Lewis Pharmacy 
The Day Lewis Pharmacy in Gobowen offers 
an online repeat prescriptions service at 
www.daylewis.co.uk 
 
Step 1 
Register your details. 
Step 2 
Enter your medication and quantity. 
Step 3 
Send in your order. 
Step 4 
The Day Lewis Pharmacy will let you know 
when your medication is ready to collect.  
 
All medications should be kept out of the 
reach of children. Please return all unwanted 
medicines to the pharmacy for safe disposal. 
 
For more information, please visit the Day 
Lewis Pharmacy, The Cross, Gobowen, SY11 
3JS, visit the website at www.daylewis.co.uk 
or telephone 01691 652377. 

Recycle at Christmas 
With the extra waste and  
rubbish generated over  
the Christmas and  
the New Year  
period parishioners  
are reminded of  
the Shropshire Council  
Household Waste Recycling  
Centre situated on Gobowen  
Railway Station car park. 
 
There are a number of collection skips for a 
variety of items, including: 
 
● Shoes 
● Clothing, Textiles & Shoes (including tow-

els and curtains) 
● Mixed Glass 
 
So, if your household bins overflow over the 
season break, please remember the recycle 
centre. Thank you. 

Assistant to the Clerk 
 
Gobowen Library 
The following changes have been made to 
Gobowen Library’s opening hours: 
 
● Tuesday from 10am to 1pm, then 2pm 

to 5pm. 
● Wednesday is staffed by the Derwen 

during term time only from 10am to 1 
pm then 2pm. to 4pm. 

● Thursday from 10am to 1pm then 2pm 
to 5pm. 

● Saturday 10am to 1pm. 
 
You can contact Gobowen Library via email 
on gobowen.library@shropshire.gov.uk or 
telephone 01691 653388. 
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Diary of Christmas Events 

14th Dec ‘16 6.30pm Village Carol Evening Scout Hall, Station Road, Gonowen 

14th Dec ‘16  Luncheon Club Christmas Meal Preeshenlle United Reformed Church 
St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

15th Dec ‘16 Throughout the 
day 

Christmas Tree Festival All Saint’s Church, Chirk Road, Gobowen 

16th Dec ‘16 Throughout the 
day 

Christmas Tree Festival All Saint’s Church, Chirk Road, Gobowen 

17th Dec ‘16 Throughout the 
day 

Christmas Tree Festival All Saint’s Church, Chirk Road, Gobowen 

18th Dec ‘16 6.00pm Songs of Praise service with children’s 
choir to end Christmas Tree Festival 

All Saint’s Church, Chirk Road, Gobowen 

18th Dec ‘16 11.00am Children’s Presentation Preeshenlle United Reformed Church 
St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

19th Dec ‘16 7.30pm Christmas Carol Service St. Mary’s Church, Selattyn 

24th Dec ‘16 3.00pm Children’s Service St. Mary’s Church, Selattyn 

24th Dec ‘16 5.00pm Christingle Service All Saint’s Church, Chirk Road, Gobowen 

24th Dec ‘16 6.30pm Family Carol Service Preeshenlle United Reformed Church 
St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

24th Dec ‘16 11.30pm Midnight Communion All Saint’s Church, Chirk Road, Gobowen 

24th Dec ‘16 11.30pm Midnight Communion St. Mary’s Church, Selattyn 

25th Dec ‘16 9.30am Holy Communion All Saint’s Church, Chirk Road, Gobowen 

25th Dec ‘16 9.30am Holy Communion St. Mary’s Church, Selattyn 

25th Dec ‘16 10.30am Family Service Preeshenlle United Reformed Church 
St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

Reminders... 
 

Y ou need to renew your PLASTIC driving license every ten years. Don’t be caught out! 
  

The European Health Insurance Card is valid for up to five years. Check your EHIC is still valid 
before you travel. You can renew an EHIC up to six months before the expiry date, but any 
time left on the card will not be added to your new card. 
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Clubs & Organisations 

Mon 9.00-9.30am Gobowen Family Support Drop-In Gobowen Primary School 656513 

Mon 9.00-11.00am Stay & Play Session Gobowen Primary School 655121 

Mon 12.00pm Lunch Club (once every month) All Saint’s Church Hall 659674 

Mon 1.45pm ‘Sparklers’ Pre-school 
(2nd Mon of the month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 672983 

Mon 5.00-7.00pm Fusion Arts Gobowen Youth Sessions Gobowen Pavilion 677170 

Mon 5.15-6.15pm Plastic Sword Fencing (for ages 8+) Gobowen Scout Hut 07773 
454157 

Mon 7.30pm Selattyn Woodturning Club (Every 2nd Mon 
of month) 

Oaklands 661500 

Tue 9.30-11.00am O.A.S.H.G. T'ai Chi Gobowen Scout Hall 656321 

Tue 10.00am-4.00pm Oswestry Men's Shed Oswestry Showground 07821  
357 356  

Tue 10.00am-12.00pm Village Volunteering (2nd Tues of month) Gobowen Library 656882 

Tue 10.30-11.30am Time to Listen  Gobowen Library 653388 

Tue 10.30-11.30am Extend Exercise for Men & Women All Saint’s Church Hall 07854  
258 087 

Tue 6.00-7.15pm Beavers Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Tue 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship Preeshenlle United  
Reform Church 

658016 

Tue 6.00-7.30pm 1st Gobowen Girls Brigade Christ Church, Oswestry 680708 

Tue 7.00pm Women’s Institute 
(1st Tue of month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 656914 

Tue 7.30-9.00pm Kempo Karate Gobowen Scout Hall 777463 

Wed 10.00am-4.00pm Oswestry Men's Shed Oswestry Showground 07821  
357 356  

Wed 2.00-5.00pm Indoor Bowls All Saint’s Church Hall 661648 

Wed 7.15pm Karate All Saint’s Church Hall 652095 

Thu  Phoenix Group (formerly W.I.) 
(2nd Thu of month) 

The Cross Keys  
Function Room, Selattyn 

 

Thu 10.00am-4.00pm Oswestry Men's Shed Oswestry Showground 07821  
357 356  

Thu 10.00am-12.00pm Gobowen I.T. Project 
(term time only) 

Gobowen Pavilion 655385 
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Thu 1.00-2.45pm Stay & Play Session Gobowen Primary School 655121 

Thu 2.30pm Mothers’ Union (4th Thu of month) All Saint’s Church Hall 659674 

Thu 4.00pm Gobowen Old Friends Association 
(every 3rd Thu of month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 650502 

Thu 7.30pm Salsa Dancing Classes (fortnightly) The Last Inn, Hengoed 659747 

Thu 7.30pm Ladies’ Guild (2nd Thu of month) All Saint’s Church Hall 650516 

Fri 9.00-10.30am Little Badgers Selattyn School Hall 659744 

Fri 10.30-11.30am Extend Exercise for Men and Women Meadowbrook 07854  
258 087 

Fri 5.45-7.30pm Cubs Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Fri 7.30-9.00pm Selattyn Youth Club Selattyn School Hall 690511 

Fri 7.45-9.30pm Scouts Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Fri 8.00-9.30pm Explorer Scouts Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Sat 2.00-4.00pm Gobowen Celtic Football Club 
(August 2016 to May 2017 season) 

Gobowen Playing Field 
Gobowen 

07896 
804435 

Sun  Contact the Elderly Various locations 0121 603 
1331 

If there are any changes to the arrangement of these Clubs & Organisations please contact the Assistant to the Parish 
Clerk via email (details on page 2) to keep the information printed here as up to date as possible. 

Diary of Events 

11th Jan ‘17 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

31st Jan ‘17 7.00pm Parish Path Partnership Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

8th Feb ‘17 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

8th Mar ‘17 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting Selattyn School, Selattyn 

Social Media 
Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council have a website 
where you can find details of all council meetings. 
Visit www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 
Like on facebook:  
www.facebook.comSelattynandGobowenPC 
And follow us on Twitter @SandGPC 
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Three Parishes Big Local 

A big ‘thank you’ to everyone who came along to our Public 
meeting at St Johns Church on 28th September where we 
officially launched our Community Plan.  If you didn’t man-
age to come along to our meeting and would like to find out 
more, our Community Plan is available on our website, 
www.big-local.org or by contacting Bridget or Paula. 
 
Enterprise Support 
One aspect within the Community Plan is to support local 
enterprise. 
Through our community consultation and focus group meet-
ings with local business people we have developed an Enter-
prise Support Programme which will: 
 
● Raise the profile of local business, services and crafts-

people 
● Provide support for business start-ups 
● Provide training and access to specialist advice 
● Develop business networks / buddies / forums for exchanging information and ideas 
● Provide loans and grants to small businesses 
● Provide loans and grants to people for training to enable them to access employment 

(e.g. HGV licences) 
 
If you would like to know more about this programme and how it could help your business, 
please contact Bridget. 

 
 
 
We are working with the Qube, Os-

westry, to look at volunteering within 
the local area.  Alex Drury Volunteer-
ing Coordinator for the Qube will be 
at Gobowen Central between 10am 
and 12noon on 13th December and 
on the 2nd Tuesday of every month. 
 
You can drop in and have a chat with 
her, see what opportunities are avail-
able or you contact her direct on: 
01691 656882, email:  
volunteering@big-local.org. 
 

http://www.big-local.org
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“Messenger” is here! 
Hopefully you will have had an opportunity to see a copy of the 
‘Messenger’, either in your ‘inbox’ or a printed copy in your area.  
Is there anything that you would like to see in future editions? If 
so, please let us know. If you would like a copy emailing to you 
direct, please send a message to: messenger@big-local.org. You 

can pick up a copy at various points in the area... including: Gobowen Central, Railway Station, 
Gobowen Pharmacy, hairdressers, sandwich bar and more... thank you to the locations for 
allowing us to leave a copies. 
 
If you have an event or activity that you would like us to promote, please send us an email or 
give us a call. If you are part of a group that is organising an event, please let Paula know. 
 
Mail: Qube, Oswald Road, Oswestry, SY11 1RB   Phone: 01691 656882 
Email: b.laraway@qube-oca.org.uk   Website : www.big-local.org 
Follow us on twitter: 3PBigLocal    Like our facebook page: 3PBigLocal 

Shropshire Wheels2Work –  
Helping Three Parishes Residents Stay in Work 
A Three Parishes resident has been able to stay in work, thanks to a transport loan through 
Shropshire Rural Communities Charity’s Wheels2Work scheme. 
 
Kyle, from Gobowen, had lift shared from Gobowen to work in Welshpool but when his    
driver-colleague left his job, Kyle was going to lose his means of getting to work. He contacted 
Wheels2Work who were able to loan him a 125ccScooter. 
 
Kyle says of the scheme, “it has personally helped me a lot. Without it 
I would have lost my job”. 
 
Wheels2Work can loan at a low, subsidised rate, 50cc Mopeds, 125cc 
Scooters, electric bikes and bicycles to eligible clients who have either 
an existing job or a firm job offer. 
 
The Wheels2Work scheme is available across Shropshire but thanks to 
localised funding through the Three Parishes Big Local Project, the 
charity is able to focus on delivering its services to residents of and 
people who work in the Three Parishes area (Gobowen, Weston Rhyn 
and St Martins). Please contact Wheels2Work at Shropshire Rural 
Communities Charity on 01743 237885 or email at wheel-
s2work@shropshire-rcc.org.uk for more information. 
 
Above right: Kyle from Gobowen, on his 125cc Moped loaned to him by Wheels2Work. 

mailto:wheels2work@shropshire-rcc.org.uk
mailto:wheels2work@shropshire-rcc.org.uk


 

18 

Help & Advice 

Citizens Advice Service 
Have you ever felt that your experiences in 
life could help other people?  Or maybe you 
feel that you would like to give something 
back to society.  Are you a good listener?  Are 
you willing to learn and enjoy helping others?  
 
If you can answer ‘yes’ to one or all of these 
questions then you may be the person we are 
looking for to join our team of Volunteers. 
 
Oswestry Citizens Advice needs volunteers 
from all backgrounds to join the service.  We 
are a registered charity and volunteers are 
vital to our Service.  Last year Citizens Advice 
volunteers contributed more than £110,000 
worth of hours helping to inform, advise and 
support people on a variety of issues includ-
ing benefits, debt, employment, housing and 
consumer problems.  In addition to our     
advisory role the Bureau also carries out   
Research & Campaigns work influencing 
those responsible for policies and services by 
bringing to their notice the problems people 
experience and recommending changes. 
 
‘I began as a Volunteer in 2001 after a long 
break from work to bring up my three       
children.  I read about the Citizens Advice 
Service in my local newspaper and thought 
that perhaps some of my previous work    
experience and parenting skills might be used 
to help others, so I decided to find out more. 
I was given full training and developed new 
skills, which eventually led to my taking on 
my current role as trainer.’  Cris Willis. 
 
There are a variety of ways to get involved.  
You can train as an advisor, assessor or     
receptionist and whichever you choose you 
will be given full support and training. 
 

So contact Cris Willis now on 01743 284189 
or 07910872592 or e-mail Cris at:             
training@shropshirecab.cabnet.org.uk  for 
more information and start making a          
difference.   
 
When you volunteer it is not just Citizens 
Advice who gains, but you do too! 

Oswestry Citizens Advice 

 
Three joins Fix Britain’s Internet 
Campaign  
Mobile network Three has joined forces with 
TalkTalk, Sky, Vodafone, and other telecoms 
companies in the Fix Britain’s Internet      
campaign, aimed at pushing Ofcom to     
separate Openreach from BT. 
 
The network has a focus on data in its plans, 
and says that to deliver good mobile broad-
band it must rely on "a competitive broad-
band infrastructure market" on the ground. 
Three chief executive David Dyson said: "We 
have always focussed on providing the best 
mobile data experience and we are passion-
ate about ensuring everyone has access to a 
high quality internet connection.  
 
"Ofcom should play a crucial role in ensuring 
UK consumers fully benefit from the digital 
revolution yet Ofcom has allowed BT to     
accumulate close to 50% of the airwaves that 
are key to the mobile internet as well as 
dominating the fixed broadband market." 
 
Three isn't the only company on board with 
the campaign, either. Fix Britain's Internet 
has also gained support from a number of 
telecoms and data firms, including XLN     
Telecom, Telcolnabox, Fluidata, and PER. 
 
"British businesses are being impacted by 
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Openreach's delays every single day," Simon 
Matthews of Fluidata said. "From unprepared 
engineers, to poor handovers and planning, 
these all affect our ability to provide the 
Ethernet service that will allow them to   
compete on a global scale." 
 
More than 75,000 members of the public 
have shown their support for the campaign 
too, citing poor rural broadband coverage, 
delays from Openreach, and general slow 
services as their reason for backing an   
Openreach split. 

Kim Staples 
 
Call for foster carers and  
supported board and lodging 
providers to support  
unaccompanied minors from 
Europe 
Shropshire Council are looking to recruit 
more foster carers and those who can pro-
vide supported board and lodgings for      
children and young people, in particular for 
those seeking asylum. 
 
The call out follows the ongoing refugee crisis 
that is affecting children and young people, 
specifically those dispersed from Calais     
following the closure of the camp. 
 
Since 2015, Shropshire’s Cross-Party Syrian 
Refugee working group have been committed 
to support the ongoing humanitarian crisis, 
the biggest Europe has seen since World War 
II, and have received numerous offers of help 
from individuals and communities who’ve 
already organised themselves to provide aid. 
To date the group, with the help from local 
refugee support groups, have undertaken 
extensive work to resettle eight families (33 
individuals), comprising of 16 adults and 17 

children, in the county. 
 
David Minnery, Shropshire Council’s Cabinet 
member for children and young people, said: 
“We’ve been absolutely inundated with gen-
erous and compassionate offers of help and 
donations from the public, and we are truly 
grateful and thank everyone for their kind 
support. 
 
“As part of the council’s commitment to help 
Unaccompanied Asylum-Seeking Children, we 
now have an urgent need to recruit foster 
carers and those who can offer supported 
board and lodgings. It is vitally important that 
these children and young people, who have 
suffered incredible trauma, are placed in safe 
and loving homes where they can have the 
time, space and support to begin to rebuild 
their lives. 
 
“We must remember this is a humanitarian 
crisis on an unprecedented scale and this is 
morally the right thing to do.” 
 
Whatever your skillset or experience, don’t 
rule yourself out before contacting us to see 
if your skills, experiences and circumstances 
can provide loving and stable homes for chil-
dren. So if you feel you could provide sup-
ported lodgings, or are interested in being a 
foster carer for a wide range of children in-
cluding unaccompanied minors, please     
contact our fostering service. 
 
For an informal discussion and for further 
information on supported lodgings please 
contact Andrew Pready-James on 01743 
250100. Or to find out more about fostering 
visit www.shropshirefostering.co.uk. For 
more information about the Shropshire’s 
Syrian Refugee resettlement programme 
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Help & Advice 

visit https://shropshire.gov.uk/syrian-refugee
-support/. 
 
Further Information 
Local authorities also have a duty to provide 
additional support for asylum-seeking and 
refugee children who are ‘looked after’ under 
section 20 of the Children Act 1989. 
 
Councillors agreed at Cabinet on 28 Septem-
ber 2016, to accept a further 42 children and 
young people under the Unaccompanied 
Asylum-Seeking Children (UASC) scheme, in 
response to this dispersal requirement. This 
includes assisting Kent County Council. Since 
its announcement earlier this year, the coun-
cil has committed to taking up to 60 individu-
als as part of the Government’s Syrian repa-
triation programme. As a result, Shropshire’s 
Syrian Refugee Cross-Party Working Group 
was set up to oversee the Syrian refugee  
resettlement in Shropshire. 
 
Both the Syrian refugee resettlement pro-
gramme and UASC scheme are being funded 
through a specific grant payment from cen-
tral government. Shropshire’s Syrian Refugee 
Cross-Party Working Group continues to 
liaise with the Home Office to make arrange-
ments to accept further families over the 
next 12 months. For more information about 
the Shropshire’s Syrian Refugee resettlement 
programme visit https://shropshire.gov.uk/
syrian-refugee-support/. 
 
Public Consultation Outcome  
Shropshire Council’s Public Consultation to 
determine the State Aid classifications for the 
Connecting Shropshire programme’s next 
procurement Intervention Area (Phase 2b) 
closed on 5th September 2016. Following 
responses from stakeholders, the following 

key principles have been included in the ten-
der specification:  
 
● Priority will be given to broadband solu-

tions that serve premises on the slowest 
speeds (<15mbps), with the highest weight-
ing for premises on download speeds of 
below 2mbps;  

● Broadband solutions for premises regis-
tered for business rates will be weighted 
more favourably;  

● To encourage competition from smaller 
suppliers, there will be two Lot areas;  

● To realise economies of scale, we can ag-
gregate the two contracts should the same 
supplier win both tender Lots;  

● The assessment of the suppliers’ solution 
design will be technologically neutral to 
comply with the State Aid decision notice;  

● As part of the evaluation process, suppliers 
will need to consider coverage of whole 
communities and isolated premises;  

● The evaluation process has been weighted 
to accommodate coverage at the lowest 
Next Generation Access (NGA) speed of 
30mbps rather than incentivise suppliers to 
provide solutions of 100+mbps;  

●  There will be no priority given to any geo-
graphic area;  

● A contingency sum of money will be in-
cluded in the contracts to provide match-
funding for community solutions, where 
there is no projected coverage planned in 
the winning bids;  

● There is a contingency sum, which could be 
used to cover any ‘under review’ premises 
that aren’t provided to within the next 3 
years.  

 
For more information, go to: http://
c o n n e c t i n g s h r o p s h i re . c o . u k /p u b l i c -
consultation-outcome/ 
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Community Notices 

Gobowen Old Friends  
Association 

Gobowen Old Friends is open to any       
Gobowen resident over 60 and enquiries can 
be made to the secretary, Heather Ryan, on 
01691 239709. 

David Ryan  
(Chairman) 

Gobowen Youth Sessions 
Fusion Arts continue to  deliver youth       
sessions at Gobowen Pavilion on Monday 
nights from 5-7pm (excluding Bank Holidays). 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
They have a range of activities, including new 
gen consoles such as X box one and PS4 for 
gaming sessions. Fusion Arts will continue to 
deliver youth sessions up to March 2017, so 
everyone is welcome.  
 
The entry fee is £1 and refreshments are 
available to those who attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selattyn and Gobowen 

Parish Council 

wishes everyone  

living in the area a 

Merry  

Christmas  

and a Peaceful New Year 
 

Chirk Hospital Circle of Friends 
Chirk Hospital Circle of Friends wishes       
everyone a very Happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year and wishes to thank    
everyone for all their very generous  support 
given  over the past year to the Circle of 
Friends with  their fund raising efforts.  

Christmas Lunch at The Centre 
There are opportunities around the county 
for people who are alone to have a free 
Christmas lunch and enjoy the day with    
others on Christmas Day:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Centre, Oak Street, Oswestry will be 
hosting lunch and entertainment from 10.00 
am—2.00 pm, call 01691 655895 or email  
chalkoswestry@gmail.com 



Useful Contact Information 
Medical 
Cambrian Medical Centre, Thomas Savin Road, Oswestry ..................................................................................... 652929 
Cambrian Pharmacy, Oswald Road, Oswestry ........................................................................................................ 670292 
Caxton Surgery, Oswald Road, Oswestry—Emergency & General Enquiries ......................................................... 654646 
Appointments....................6536000              Dispensary.....................659250          Repeat Prescriptions............. 658519 
Chirk Surgery ........................................................................................................................................................... 772434 
Child Health Centre, Victoria Road, Oswestry ........................................................................................................ 653313 
Day Lewis Pharmacy (Gobowen) ............................................................................................................................ 652377 
Plas Ffynnon Medical Centre, Middleton Road, Oswestry—Appointments & Enquiries ....................................... 655844 
Repeat Prescriptions...............................................655538     Shropdoc NHS Out of Hours ....................... 08444 068888 
Hospitals 
Chirk Community Hospital, John’s Street, Chirk ..................................................................................................... 772430 
Princess Royal Hospital, Apley Castle, Telford ............................................................................................. 01952 641222 
Robert Johns & Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital................................................................................................. 404000 
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital, Mytton Oak Road, Shrewsbury ......................................................................... 01743 26100 
Shropshire Nuffield......................................01743 817144     Wrexham Maelor Hospital ......................... 01978 291100 
Schools, Playgroups and Colleges 
Gobowen All Rounders ........................................................................................................................................... 653147 
Gobowen Primary School (Head Teacher: Mrs. L. Luke) ........................................................................................ 661343 
Marches School, Oswestry (Head Teacher: Mrs. S. Longville) ................................................................................ 664400 
North Shropshire College, Oswestry ....................................................................................................................... 688000 
Selattyn School (Head Teacher: Ms. C. Morgan) .................................................................................................... 659744 
St. Martin’s School (Principal: Mrs. S. Lovecy) ........................................................................................................ 776500 
St. Martin’s Arts Centre (Principal: Mrs. S. Lovecy) ................................................................................................ 776502 
Sure Start Children’s Centre, Gobowen Family Support Drop-In, School Lane, Gobowen .................................... 656513 
Churches 
All Saints .................................................................................................................................................................. 661226 
Our Lady & Saint Oswald’s Catholic Church ........................................................................................................... 652248 
Preeshenlle United Reformed Church .................................................................................................................... 658016 
St. Mary’s Church, Selattyn ..................................................................................................................................... 661226 
Police 
Local Police....................................................................101    PC Kate Le’Clere .......................................... 07792 774024 
Reporting Crime Disorder (non-emergency) .............................................................................................. 0300 333 3000 
Crime Stoppers...........................................................................................................................0800 555 111 (FREE CALL) 
Veterinary Surgeries 
Border Veterinary Centre, Maesbury Road, Oswestry ........................................................................................... 670395 
Park Issa Veterinary Hospital, Salop Road, Oswestry ............................................................................................. 670067 
Travel 
Arriva Midlands North, Oswestry Depot.....0871 200 2233    Community Rail Officer .......................................... 772784 
Gobowen Railway Station ....................................................................................................................................... 681010 
National Rail Enquiries for long distance travel (local call charge).............................................................. 08457 484950 
Owens Coaches, Oswestry ...................................................................................................................................... 652126 
Traveline (public transport information) .................................................................................................... 0871 200 2233 
Dial-a-Ride ............................................................................................................................................................... 671571 
General 
Age Concern ................................................................................................................................................. 01743 233123 
Childline (FREE) ...................................................................................................................................................0800 1111     
Citizens Advice Bureau, 34 Arthur Street, Oswestry ................................................................................... 08444 991100 
Community Meals...................................................829571     Gobowen Allotments ............................................ 829571 
Domestic Violence Helpline (FREE) ............................................................................................................. 0808 2000 247 
Gobowen Library - Tues: 10am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, Weds: 10am-1pm, 2pm-4pm (term time only),  
Thurs: 10am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, Sat: 10am-1pm ....................................................................................................... 653388 
Gobowen Post Office..............................................658814     Helpmates.............................................................. 656882 
Oswestry Leisure Centre, Shrewsbury Road...........677150     Qube ...................................................................... 656882 
R.S.P.C.A.......................................................08705 555999     Shopmobility..........................................................656882      
Signature Smiles Dental Practice.............................662719    Shropshire Council (General Enquires)...... 0345 678 9000 
Social Services Dept (North Area).................01743 253911    Volunteer Bureau .................................................. 670021 


