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Advertisements 
If you would like to advertise in the next edition of the Parish Roundabout please send your  

information to Amy Gregory (contact details above) with a cheque made payable to ‘Selattyn and Gobowen Parish 
Council’ by 1st November 2017. We accept written details, Word documents or jpeg format. It costs £50 for an eighth 

of a page, £75 for half a page and £100 for a full page a year. The Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Roundabout is published 
4 times a year and distributed to 1700 homes in the area. 

Contributions 
We always welcome contributions from people living in the parish. If you’d like to air your views on a  

particular subject or have a photograph or piece of artwork on the cover then please get in touch with the Parish Clerk 
(see contact details above). Articles submitted as “Word” files should be formatted for XP software or earlier. The  

deadline for the next issue (Winter) is 1st November 2017. 

Statutory Disclaimer 
All articles and advertisements are published in good faith. Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council cannot check all details 

in the articles and any views expressed may not necessarily reflect those of the council. Neither can we be held  
responsible for the actions of any advertisers now or in the future. 

Parish Council Meetings 
Parish Council meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month except August when there is no meeting.  

Details of agendas and minutes of previous meetings can be viewed on the Council’s website  
www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk. Current agendas are also posted on the parish notice boards in Selattyn bus shelter, 

outside the Library on St Martins Road, outside the Co-op on Station Road in Gobowen, and outside  
The Last Inn in Hengoed. 

Supported by 
 
 

Cover image:  
 
The new Multi-Play Climber on Gobowen  
Playfield © Nigel Thomas 

Your Council Members’ Contact Numbers 
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Robert Macey  (Shropshire Unitary Councillor) ............................................................................... 662615 
Michael McKenna MBE ................................................................................................................... 670441  
Erica Morgan ................................................................................................................................... 680277 
Simon Westwood-Bate ................................................................ swb.gobowenparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Steve West-Wynn (Vice Chairman) ................................................................................................. 657762 
Alison Whitelaw ................................................................................................................... 07527 936740  

 

Parish Contact Details (office hours apply) 
Parish Clerk (including burial enquiries):  
Amy Gregory, Hawthorne Cottage, Porthywaen, SY10 8LX ............................................................. 829571 
E-mail: parishclerksg@gmail.com........................................ ...................www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 
Assistant to the Parish Clerk (Playing Field & Pavilion Bookings):   
Nigel Thomas ........................................................................................................................ 07484 914597 
E-mail: leisureattendant@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:swb.gobowenparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Reports & Information 

Chairman’s Report 
Your new council is now fully settled in all 
committees are subscribed and the team is 
busily beavering away on your behalf attend-
ing to your Parish's needs. 
 
All councillors are contactable and ready to 
assist, do not hesitate to get in touch with 
any member if you have an issue that re-
quires attention. If the chosen one is not 
available then try another. You do have 15 to 
choose from! We are all here to serve. 
 
At the moment it does seem that summer 
has passed us by but mother nature does 
have an ability to compensate and we may 
yet benefit from a prolonged Indian summer.      
The rain  did fall on PreesHenlle Church   
Summer fete but it did not dampen spirits, 
The Rose Queen was duly crowned. Well 
done to all for your hard work in preparing 
for and in the running of this important   
summer event. 
 
Sadly The Graham Edwards Memorial Trophy 
did not go ahead  this year due to a shortage 
of teams. Hopefully more aspiring footballers 
will come forward to compete next year. 
 
All too often  when faced with making diffi-
cult decisions one can sometimes be hesitant 
and the temptation is to 'go with the flow'. 
However the flow only goes  in one direction, 
it takes the easiest passage possible. This is 
not in the long term interests of anyone. One 
only has to look at nature and focus upon the 
salmon, it always goes against the flow and 
that is why it is still in existence today and 
fighting fit. 
 
We as your Parish Council will not shy away 
from taking or making the necessary         

decisions to deliver positive long term        
outcomes to this community. 
 
Travelling through Gobowen one is struck by 
the vivid blue colour of Gobowen Central, do 
not let this startle you wander in through the 
door and investigate. We  and many others 
are contributing either financially or in kind 
to this extremely valuable parish resource, so 
make best use of it. 
 
The library is in transition and is seeking to 
adapt to a revenue raising role. This will not 
happen overnight, it needs time to do so. In 
the interim it is all too easy to focus on the  
cost element and become accountants, who 
know the cost of everything and the value of 
nothing It should be viewed as a long term 
community investment. 
 
The facility can benefit all sectors of our   
society from school age through to retire-
ment. The encouragement of studying and 
research early on in life can reap dividends 
later on in ones career. In the twilight zone 
keeping ones grey matter active can assist in 
keeping numerous ailments at bay. The   
message is clear make use of it or lose it. The 
sad loss of Parish residents to heart    disease 
has re focused our minds on the need  for the 
provision  of defibrillators. Currently there 
are three locations under consideration. 
 
It is important to appreciate that exercise, 
lifestyle and diet  can assist in some way in 
keeping ones heart healthy. The Pavillion 
playing field does provide a wide range of 
equipment for children's play activities as 
well as a pleasant  walk for other parishion-
ers. P3 Partnership is developing and          
provides the opportunity for enhancing the 
exercise experience over a wider area.  
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Our allotments do enable people with limited 
garden space to grow a range of healthy fruit 
and vegetables. Please do embrace these 
available opportunities. 
 
Earlier in the summer the Oswestry           
Advertizer Community and Business Awards 
recognised numerous local people and     
organisations for their various contributions. 
Councillor David Lloyd MBE was the recipient  
of the first ever Life Time Achievement 
Award and a few weeks later he was made an 
Honary Alderman of Shropshire Council in 
recognition  of his eminent service over the 
past 40 years. It should be noted that this is 
the very first one that Shropshire Council has 
created. I am sure that you will all join with 
me in congratulating Councillor Lloyd on this 
wonderful dual achievement. 
 
As the population of our Parish increases we 
need to review our community needs going 
forward. The process has now commenced 
and it is also opportune to see if we are mak-
ing the best use of our assets. If any one has 
any  suggestions or ideas that they would like 
to be included or considered then please us 
know via our parish clerk, assistant to the 
parish clerk or through any councillor. 
 
The environs and streetscape that we are 
responsible for, look extremely well        
manicured, tidy and presentable which is a 
reflection of the high level of service pro-
vided to us  by our staff, numerous contrac-
tors and volunteers. Many thanks to you all 
for your contributions they are truly          
appreciated. 

Huw Ellis 
 
Streetlights 
If you see a streetlight that is not working or 

burning during the day please report it to the 
Parish Clerk and if it is owned by the Parish 
Council we will arrange to have it repaired as 
soon as possible As we do not undertake  
routine patrols of streetlights we reply on the 
public to report any issues. There are stickers 
on each of the streetlights owned by the  
Parish Council so, where possible, if you can 
quote the reference number on the street-
light when reporting it, it will help us to    
locate the light for repair. 
 
Broadband Speed 
Are there any people living within the parish 
who are currently experiencing issues with 
their broadband speed?  
 
If so, please email the parish clerk (contact 
details on page 2). 
 
Gobowen Pavilion and Playing 
Field Booking Details 
Gobowen Pavilion is ideal for a variety of 
events including meetings, children's parties, 
social gatherings, training sessions and   
sporting events. Features include padded 
folding chairs, folding tables, full Wi-Fi access, 
central heating, a water boiler, a fridge/
freezer, cups, plates and cutlery, an overhead 
projector, a wipe board, washing facilities. 
The building is wheelchair accessible, it has 4 
showers, toilets, parking for 18 vehicles and 
the area is monitored by CCTV. 
 
The cost for the main hall with kitchen and 
access to toilets is just £10 per hour. For   
further details and a booking form, please 
contact either Amy Gregory, Parish Clerk, 
Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council on 01691 
829571, email parishclerksg@gmail.com or 
Nigel Thomas, Assistant to the Parish Clerk, 
Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council on 07484 
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914 597 (office hours apply). 
 
If you wish to use the playing field for an  
activity / event, this is free of charge but you 
do need to go through the booking process to 
ensure it is not already booked on that day or 
that maintenance work is not due to take 
place. If you wish to book the playing field, 
please use the contact details listed above. 
 
Parking at the Gobowen         
Pavilion 
Please can we remind parishioners and     
visitors to the parish that there is ample  
parking available at the Gobowen Pavilion. 
The Car Park is accessible at all times and is 
monitored by CCTV.  
 
Parking in and around Gobowen is limited so 
if you are attending an event at the school or 
maybe a club at the Church, please consider 
parking at the Pavilion and utilising the space 
available.  
 
Community Meals Project 
Thanks to the support of a dedicated team of 
volunteers, the Parish Council runs a success-
ful Community Meals Project. Hot meals are 
delivered every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for the cost of £4 (per meal) which includes a 
main meal and a sweet. As the meals are  
provided by the hospital, a range of diets can 
be catered for. 
 
There is no long term commitment and meals 
can be had for as little as a week at a time, 
perfect if you are a carer who wants to take a 
break or if you have just returned from hospi-
tal. If you would know of anyone who would 
benefit from this sort of service please      
contact the Parish Clerk (details on page 2). 
 

Hengoed Red Telephone Kiosk 
The Red Telephone Kiosk in Hengoed 
(opposite the Last Inn) has now been 
adopted by the parish council. Thank you to 
all who responded to the article in the last 
roundabout and put forward ideas for        
possible alternative uses. The most popular 
idea was a ‘Community Book Swap / Library’ 
and we now have a volunteer so watch this 
space! It will be up and running shortly.  
 
Hengoed Cemetery 
The annual headstone inspections were     
carried out in June at Hengoed Cemetery and 
the following headstone was laid down as it 
failed the safety test. The headstone has 
been laid flat for Health and Safety reasons 
and a notice placed on the headstone.  
  

Plot 134 – Moore 
 

It is the plot owner’s responsibility to keep all 
monuments, gravestones, tablets, or other 
memorials in good repair. If you are a relative 
or know the family, please can you contact 
the Parish Clerk (01691 829571) as the details 
the Parish Council have on file have not    
enabled them to locate the current grave 
owner.  
 
50th Anniversary  
Beating the Bounds of  
Selattyn & Gobowen Parish 
‘Beating the Bounds’ is an ancient custom in 
England, and many other countries, which 
was adopted by the Christian Church from 
pagan tradition.  Groups of old and young 
members would walk the boundary of the 
parish, usually led by parish clergy and offi-
cials.  It was also called ‘Riding the Marches’ – 
very appropriate in our area.   
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The custom has not been upheld for several 
years in Selattyn and Gobowen Parish.  To 
mark the 50th year of the Parish, the Council 
organised an anniversary walk on Sunday 
16th July.  A group of 18 parishioners, led   by 
our Council Leader, Mr Huw Ellis, and steered 
by Chris Jenkins, walked 5 kilometres along  
Parish roads, footpaths and canal-side, as a 
modest reflection of the actual boundary of 
some 20 kilometres.  The weather was kind 
and after the walk everyone enjoyed well-
earned refreshments at the Pavilion.  

Mike McKenna 
 
David Lloyd MBE 
It was a great honour to be appointed the 
first Honorary Alderman of Shropshire    
Council since it became a unitary authority, 
I am also aware that it came  about thanks to 
the support of electors to whom I am deeply 
indebted. 
 
The adventure in public service started when 
co-opted to serve on Selattyn and Gobowen 
Parish Council prior to being elected to it and 
Oswestry Borough Council in 1976. I          
became a Shropshire County Councillor the            
following  year. 
 
"I subsequently stood and was runner up for 
seats in Westminster and the  European  Par-
liament," he recalls. "Disappointed, yes. But 
not for long realising that there was    impor-
tant work to be undertaken nearer home." 
I have witnessed and readily  salute the    

valuable work carried out by the Parish  
Council over 50 years. Long may it continue. 

David Lloyd MBE 
 

Parking at Gobowen Railway 
Station 
A 12-week consultation into Shropshire 
Council’s proposed new parking strategy runs 
until 17 October. The proposals include intro-
ducing charges at Gobowen Station. 
  
For more information about the proposals, 
and to submit comments, go to 
www.shropshire.gov.uk/parking-
consultation. 
  
Copies of the consultation documents will be 
available in Shropshire Council libraries and 
customer service points from next week, and 
are available on request by calling 0345 678 
9028. 
  
If you have any questions about the consulta-
tion, please email: tellus@shropshire.gov.uk. 
 
Dogs Running Loose on  
Gobowen Playing Field 
Under the terms of the existing dog control 
orders, the Dog Exclusion Order makes it an 
offence for a person in control of a dog to 
allow their dog to enter land from which dogs 
are excluded. Dogs are excluded from       
entering equipped children’s play areas. 
 
Unless the dog walkers have a reasonable 
excuse for failing to do so, their dogs should 
not enter land within 5 metres of perma-
nently fixed children’s  play equipment. 
 
Parishioners who see dogs of the lead and on 
the loose in or close to the children’s play 
equipment they are advised to report it to 
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Shropshire Council’s Environmental Mainte-
nance team either on line through our     
website or telephone on 0345 678 9006,  
giving as much information as possible that 
could help identify the individuals involved. 
 
Help 
Can anyone help us as we are seeking       
information on the formation of our Parish 
Council some 50 years ago? 
 
Have you any photos of events that took 
place in its formative years or items of      
interest from that era? 
 
We would be most appreciative of informa-
tion. Please contact the Clerk or Assistant to 
the Clerk if you can help (details on page 2). 
 
Electric Cars 
Are there any owners of electric cars living in 
the parish? With news reports during the 
summer suggesting that electrification of 
private transport will be encouraged, the 
Parish Council would welcome articles on 
your own experiences of using electric cars 
for publication in the next issue of the news-
letter. 
 
Please contact the Clerk or the Assistant to 
the Clerk if you can help (details on page 2). 
 
Exploring the  
Hillfort’s Wild Side  
Old Oswestry was once the stronghold of the 
Celtic tribe known as the Cornovii, but earlier 
this month a new band of citizens took com-
mand of its formidable ramparts for the day. 
On July 1, naturalists and volunteers scaled 
the hillfort’s lush slopes in beautiful sunshine 
on the hunt for wildlife as part of a landmark 
survey.   

Specialists in moths, bats, birds, bees, bee-
tles, spiders and small mammals came from 
all over Shropshire to take part in the 
BioBlitz. The aim was to take a snapshot of 
the hillfort’s flora and fauna over 24 hours, 
most likely the first major ecological study in 
its 3,000 year history.   

BioBlitzers young and old foraged carefully 
for specimens to identify and record, safely 
releasing collected fauna, including insects, 
moths and spiders, back on the ramparts.    
  
The event was organised by Turnstone     
Ecology, the hillfort ecology consultant to 
English Heritage who supported the event in 
association with the Oswestry Heritage   
Gateway. Funding came from The Charlotte 
Hartey Foundation and Three Parishes Big 
Local Partnership/Big Lottery, with             
volunteers from the Three Parishes Commu-
nity Wildlife Group also participating.        
Children had the opportunity to make and 
paint a butterfly decoration in an activity led 
by Artists Hugging the Hillfort.  
 
The findings will update and expand records 
compiled over the years by experts from     
the  Shropshire Wildlife Trust and Shropshire  
Botanical Society which both supported  
the  event. Data will also help guide          
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on-going landscape maintenance to ensure it 
safeguards the hillfort’s archaeological   
structures and thriving ecology.  

Clare Knight, the event organiser and an 
ecologist at Turnstone Ecology, said: “The 
BioBlitz was a huge success with many differ-
ent and notable species recorded thanks to a 
fantastic range of local experts and volun-
teers kindly giving their time to support the 
event. We are still collating the data but we 
estimate between 400 and 500 species were 
recorded, which has far exceeded our expec-
tations and is a brilliant result.”      
  
Exciting discoveries 
The last major investigations on Old Oswestry 
date back to 1939-1940 when Professor    
William Varley carried out archaeological 
excavations. Professor Varley unearthed 
Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman finds, and 
there were plenty of exciting discoveries at 
the BioBlitz.  
  
Over 400 species of flora or fauna were 
logged on the day, including an encouraging 
number not previously recorded.  
  
A highlight was a rare sighting of the larva of 
a Thistle Tortoise Beetle, thanks to the expert 
eye of Caroline Uff, Shropshire’s County   
Recorder for terrestrial beetles. This re-

sourceful creature uses droppings and debris 
to camouflage itself. Fortunately, the skilful 
lens of Whitchurch-based wildlife photogra-
pher, Stephen Barlow, was on hand to cap-
ture the moment. The photo has proved a big 
draw for bug lovers on Flickr, attracting over 
70,000 views.  

Experts identified no less than 23 spider    
species, including 16 not listed in existing site 
data, and 23 beetle species, none of which 
had been recorded on the hillfort before. 
Volunteers also collected samples of diptera - 
small flies and mosquitos – which will add to 
the species list after analysis by the County 
Recorder.  
  
Plant life is blooming with a healthy number 
of finds including Heath Milkwort, Slender St 
John’s-wort and the rare Greater Broomrape. 
Newts, lizards, bees, butterflies, moths, and 
many more animals made an appearance.  
  
Yellowhammer, Skylark and Linnet were  
spotted, bird species at risk in the UK though 
currently present on Old Oswestry. The    
ecology team was also encouraged by a  
sighting of a Meadow Pipit, another bird         
dwindling in number and thought to have all 
but disappeared from the hillfort.  
  
With monitoring continuing into the night, 
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experts identified six species of bat, including 
the Lesser Horseshoe and Leisler’s bat.     
Specialist equipment was used to record 
them echo-locating – emitting high pitched 
sounds to help them navigate as they foraged 
over the hillfort.  
  
Neil Phillips of the Oswestry Heritage Gate-
way group said: “The BioBlitz was a real day 
of discovery and provided opportunities for 
children to get hands on collecting           
specimens, using microscopes and reference 
books to identify them, then enjoying the 
moment they could let them free again.”   
  
Old Oswestry is protected as both a heritage 
and wildlife site. In recognition of its national 
significance, it has been a Scheduled     
Monument since 1934 and is in the guardian-
ship of English Heritage. It is also a Local 
Wildlife Site, being important for local      
wildlife conservation.   
 
Anyone interested in future hillfort events or 
volunteering organised by the Oswestry  
Heritage Gateway should contact 01691 
652918 or email ohgateway@gmail.com  
 
Three Parishes Community 
Wildlife Group  
The newly formed wildlife group has got off 
to a good start having the first meeting in 
January. All the meetings have been well  
attended and it was agreed that we would 
meet in each of the three parishes in          
rotation.  Talks have been varied on subjects 
such as Wild flowers, Mason bees, garden 
bird watching,  the ecology of the Llangollen 
canal to name some of them.  One talk was 
by Leo Smith a very knowledgeable ornitholo-
gist on the decline of the Lapwing and       
Curlews over the last few years.  As a result 

of this talk over 20 members agreed to do 
surveys in the three parishes to  try to       
ascertain the numbers in the area. Several of 
us attended a training session with Leo.  
There were mixed results from the surveys 
but with the help of a local landowner we 
were able to record a good sized colony of 
Lapwings within the parish.   It is hoped that 
the survey work will continue. The surveyors 
do three surveys over a three month period 
and obviously keep to rights of way and   
public highways so it is possible that we could 
miss sightings of the birds.  We would       
welcome information from anyone who has 
knowledge of either lapwings or curlews  
being seen to  contact the chairman Polly 
Smith,  contact details below.  
  
For the rest of this year we are still continu-
ing to meet with our next meeting on 21st 
September 2017 which is a meeting at Chirk 
Castle to do some bat detecting. This  will be 
an opportunity to see /hear a large colony of 
bats that roost in the laundry at the castle.   
This meeting will be pre-booking only as 
numbers will need to be limited.  Then on 
19th October we meet at the Pavilion in 
Gobowen for a talk by John Lightfoot on Barn 
owl conservation.  Our final meeting for the 
year is in November when one of our mem-
bers will give an illustrated talk on the Wild-
life to be found in our area.  The programme 
for next year is being compiled and will be 
available soon.  The group is based in the 
parishes of  Weston Rhyn, St Martins, Selat-
tyn and  Gobowen but anyone who has         
an interest in wildlife is invited to attend any 
of our meetings.   
 
The aims and objectives of a Community 
Wildlife Group include:  
● Bring together people interested in 

mailto:ohgateway@gmail.com
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wildlife 
● Undertake survey work to establish the 

status of key bird, plant and butterfly 
species and habitats. 

● Encourage and enhance local interest in 
wldlife 

● Actively promote conservation 
  
 If you are interested and  want more        
information please telephone Polly on 01691 
239087 Mobile 07938693561, email: 
polly.j.smith@hotmail.co.uk . We also have a 
Facebook page: 3 Parishes Community    
Wildlife Group. 
 
Selattyn & Gobowen Parish 
Partnership Starts Work 

The P3 Group finally started footpath mainte-
nance work on 11 August in Gobo-
wen.  Whilst surveying footpaths remained a 
priority, it was important to make an impres-
sion on cutting back extensive growth, which 
has made passage along some footpaths  
extremely difficult this Summer. 
  
The group is devising an action plan to cope 
with the many issues which became apparent 
during early surveys.  Progress in tackling 
those issues depends on having as many  
volunteers as we can muster.  Current work 
mainly involves clipping and clearing.  As we 
develop, we will have access to professional 
staff and heavier trimming equipment from 
County resources.  The Shropshire Outdoors 
department also registers our volunteers, 
authorises and oversees our footpath      
maintenance activities, providing insurance, 
advice and basic equipment.   
  
Additional volunteers are now invited to join 
a small, but enthusiastic band of parish  
members by contacting Mike McKenna, the 

co-ordinator on 07565 528821.  We meet at 
least monthly for specific tasks.  Updates are 
by e-mail.  

Mike McKenna 
 
House Names and Numbers 
Have you ever thought about how easily the 
Emergency Services can identify your       
property if they need to attend in an      
emergency? 
 
Police and the Ambulance Service find it very 
difficult at times to identify properties when 
they are attending in an emergency.  We see 
so many houses without numbers visible 
from the road, and rural properties can be 
the same with no house name easily visible.  
Trying to find these properties can often  
delay emergency services when time is     
critical.  If your house name or number isn’t 
visible, please consider making it visible or 
putting up a new one, it could save your life. 
 
For more crime prevention advice please feel 
free to get in contact with me.  
Please report anything suspicious to the po-
lice on 101. 

Kate Le’Clere, PC 3718 
Oswestry Rural North  

Safer Neighbourhoods Team 
Mobile – 07870  219518 

 
Shropshire’s Good Neighbours 
We all have times in our lives when we need 
a little extra help: during an illness, in an 
emergency, as we grow older, when some-
one dies, when someone is recently divorced 
or becomes a single parent. Having a ‘Good 
Neighbour’ to call on will make life easier. 
“Good Neighbours” schemes are formed 
by groups of volunteers with time to spare to 
offer a helping hand to someone in their 
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community. 
 
What are Good Neighbours Schemes? 
Good Neighbours Schemes match people 
who can give some time with people who 
need some help.  Lots of people help each 
other out already but a Good Neighbours 
Scheme is a way of giving casual help more 
structure so that: 
● People who need help don’t feel they’re 

bothering their neighbours if they need to 
ask for help frequently. 

● People who don’t know each other, or 
who are new to the area, can be matched 
up to help or be helped. 

 
Help offered by a Good Neighbours Scheme 
may include? 
Each scheme can decide what they want to 
offer but most lend-a-hand with: 
● Lifts 
● Collecting shopping or prescriptions 
● Small household task or light gardening 
● Looking after pets/dog walking 
● Simple IT guidance 
 
What are the benefits? 
To the person volunteering their time. You 
can get involved with your community and do 
as much or as little as you want. There’s no 
need to feel awkward if you can’t always 
help. 
● You can meet new people, who you might 

not have met otherwise, including those 
from different generations. 

● You can make use of whatever time you 
can spare and you may have particular 
skills which could be used such as IT or 
gardening. 

To the person being helped: 
● You can get jobs done that would be    

difficult for you to do alone. 

● You can meet new people, who you might 
not have met otherwise, including those 
from a different generation. 

● It could help you to stay in your own 
home as you get older. 

● If you live on your own it could give you 
some company. 

● If you’ve lost local services i.e. shop or 
post office it could lessen the impact. 

 
How would it work? 
A co-ordinator (or perhaps more than one) 
matches requests for help with available  
volunteers. We expect most schemes to 
cover a defined area such as: 
● A parish 
● A village/small town 
● A specific neighbourhood of a larger town 

  
What can Shropshire RCC offer? 
● An overview of how Good Neighbours 

Schemes work for your community group, 
residents group or Parish     Council. 

● Guidance on establishing if there’s de-
mand for a Good Neighbours Scheme in 
your area. 

● A tool kit, based on national good prac-
tice, on how to run a Good Neighbours 
Scheme. 

● Assistance to get your Scheme up and 
running. 

● Continued support, including an annual 
get together with other Good Neighbours 
Schemes to share ideas and tips. 

 
For more information contact Lisa Darkin,     
E: Lisa.Darkin@shropshire-rcc.org.uk or           
T: 01743 342162 
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Three Parishes Big Local 

Gobowen School Savings Club has been running for well over 12 
months, this is down to the continued support and commitment 
from the staff and pupils – a big thank you to them.  We would also 
like to thank the parents of the savers for supporting the club and 
enabling their children to save.  The 35 members have saved an 
incredible £5,700 between them. 
 
Pupils can join the club at any time.  Application forms are available 
from the school or from FAIRshare Credit Union’s website http://
www.fairshare.uk.com/gobowen-primary-school-saver-club-2/ 
 
The Messenger 
The Messenger is a fortnightly what’s on guide produced by Three 
Parishes Big Local.  Following positive feedback from local residents we are pleased to confirm 
that we will be continuing to produce and distribute this. The Messenger is available to pick up 

at most public places including: Gobowen 
Station, Tinsleys, Coop, Post Office,      
Dentist, School, Library, Sandwich Bar, 
Hairdressers and Pharmacy.  You can also 
have an electronic copy sent direct to 
your email by signing up at messen-
ger@big-local.org. In our first 22 editions 
of the Messenger we promoted over 180 

events, groups or opportunities within the area.  If you have an event or activity that you 
would like help promoting, please let us know. In addition to the Messenger we also share  
local events and information on our notice boards, our website and Facebook page. 
 
My Money Matters 
We have commissioned Citizens Advice Shropshire to deliver a My Money Matters programme 
in area.  They will be working directly within Gobowen,St Martins and Weston Rhyn to help 
residents with: Budgeting, Income maximisation, Switching tariffs, Welfare benefits, Debt   
advice, Life events that impact on your finances: like having a baby, buying a home, starting a 
new job or retiring. As well as drop in sessions there will be a series of workshops, including 
Managing Money and Shopping habits & avoiding waste. Keep an eye on our notice-boards 
and Facebook page for the Autumn programme. 
 
Alternatively you can contact CAB direct on 01743 280019 and ask 
to speak to Karen Williams the Community Advisor or visit:  
 
www.cabshropshire.org.uk.  All drop ins and phone calls are in the 
strictest confidence.  
 

mailto:messenger@big-local.org
mailto:messenger@big-local.org
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● Got any ideas?  
● Like to get involved?  
● Want to keep up with 3 Parishes Big Local 

news?  
 
Contact Bridget, Paula, or the Three Parishes 
Big Local Partnership: 
 
Mail: Qube, Oswald Road, Oswestry, SY11 1RB 
 
Phone: 01691 656882 
 
Email: b.laraway@qube-oca.org.uk 
  
Website : www.big-local.org 
 
Follow us on twitter: 3PBigLocal 
   
Like our facebook page: 3PBigLocal 

 
 
 

Through the spring and early summer we’ve seen an increase 
in enquiries about volunteering in the area, with more people 
coming forward to get involved. Some have been retired    
people looking for something to keep them busy and others 
have been younger people hoping to gain some experience. All 
of them have been surprised by the number of opportunities 
right here in the village. Find out how you could make a real 
difference in your local community by coming to one of our monthly drop in sessions.  
 

We are also looking to hear from groups in the area who need 
volunteers. We can advertise opportunities for you and support 
you with all aspects of managing volunteers.  Come along to the 
drop-in or give us a call.  
 
Every 2nd Tuesday 10am-12pm—Gobowen Central (Library) Alex 
at Qube 01691 656882 / volunteering@big-local.org 

mailto:volunteering@big-local.org
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Clubs & Organisations 

Mon 9.00-9.30am Gobowen Family Support Drop-In Gobowen Primary School 656513 

Mon 9.00-11.00am Stay & Play Session Gobowen Primary School 655121 

Mon 12.00pm Lunch Club (once every month) All Saint’s Church Hall 659674 

Mon 1.45pm ‘Sparklers’ Pre-school 
(2nd Mon of the month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 672983 

Mon 5.00-7.00pm Fusion Arts Gobowen Youth Sessions Gobowen Pavilion 677170 

Mon 5.25-6.25pm Sword Fencing (for ages 8+) Gobowen Scout Hut 07773 
454157 

Mon 7.30pm Selattyn Woodturning Club (Every 2nd Mon 
of month) 

Oaklands 661500 

Tue 9.30-11.00am O.A.S.H.G. T'ai Chi Gobowen Scout Hall 656321 

Tue 10.00am-4.00pm Oswestry Men's Shed Oswestry Showground 07821  
357 356  

Tue 10.00am-12.00pm Village Volunteering (2nd Tues of month) Gobowen Library 656882 

Tue 10.30-11.30am Time to Listen  Gobowen Library 653388 

Tue 10.30-11.30am Extend Exercise for Men & Women All Saint’s Church Hall 07854  
258 087 

Tue 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship Preeshenlle United  
Reform Church 

658016 

Tue 6.00-7.15pm Beavers Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Tue 6.00-7.30pm 1st Gobowen Girls Brigade Christ Church, Oswestry 680708 

Tue 7.00pm Women’s Institute 
(1st Tue of month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 656914 

Tue 7.30-9.00pm Kempo Karate Gobowen Scout Hall 777463 

Tue 7.30-9.00pm Yoga & Mindfulness Gobowen Pavilion 07505 
095852 

Wed 10.00am-4.00pm Oswestry Men's Shed Oswestry Showground 07821  
357 356  

Wed 2.00-5.00pm Indoor Bowls All Saint’s Church Hall 650736 

Thu  Phoenix Group (formerly W.I.) 
(2nd Thu of month) 

The Cross Keys  
Function Room, Selattyn 

 

Thu 10.00am-4.00pm Oswestry Men's Shed Oswestry Showground 07821  
357 356  

Thu 10.00am-12.00pm Gobowen I.T. Project (term time only) Gobowen Pavilion 655385 
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Thu 1.00-2.45pm Stay & Play Session Gobowen Primary School 655121 

Thu 2.30pm Mothers’ Union (4th Thu of month) All Saint’s Church Hall 659674 

Thu 4.00pm Gobowen Old Friends Association 
(every 3rd Thu of month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 239709 

Thu 7.30pm Salsa Dancing Classes (fortnightly) The Last Inn, Hengoed 659747 

Thu 7.30pm Ladies’ Guild (2nd Thu of month) All Saint’s Church Hall 650516 

Fri 9.00-10.30am Little Badgers Selattyn School Hall 659744 

Fri 10.30-11.30am Extend Exercise for Men and Women Meadowbrook 07854  
258 087 

Fri 5.45-7.30pm Cubs Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Fri 7.30-9.00pm Selattyn Youth Club Selattyn School Hall 690511 

Fri 7.45-9.30pm Scouts Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Fri 8.00-9.30pm Explorer Scouts Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Sat 3.00-5.30pm Gobowen Celtic FC Home Matches 
(August 2017 to May 2018) 

Gobowen Playing Field 
Gobowen 

07896 
804435 

Sun  Contact the Elderly Various locations 0121 603 
1331 

If there are any changes to the arrangement of these Clubs & Organisations please contact the Assistant to the Parish 
Clerk via email (details on page 2) to keep the information printed here as up to date as possible. 

Diary of Events 

13th Sept ‘17 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, 
Gobowen  

21st Sept ‘17 (tbc) 3 Parishes Community Wildlife 
Group—Chirk Bat Walk 

Chirk Castle Cark Park 

11th Oct ‘17 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, 
Gobowen 

19th Oct ‘17 7.30pm Barn Owl Conservation The Pavilion, St. Martin’a Road, 
Gobowen 

23rd Oct ‘17 11.00am—
2.00pm 

TNS Multi-Sport Activities with 
Lunch 

Gobowen Playing Fields, St. Martin’s Road, 
Gobowen 

8th Nov ‘17 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, 
Gobowen 

13th Dec ‘17 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, 
Gobowen 
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Community Notices 

Social Media 
 

Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council have a 
website where you can find details of all 

council meetings. Visit  
www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 

Like on facebook:/  
www.facebook.comSelattynandGobowenPC 

And follow us on Twitter @SandGPC 

Gobowen Old Friends  
Association 

 
The Old Friends continue to meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month in Gobowen Church 
Hall.  Membership is £5 per year.  Most 
months we enjoy tea at 4pm, with some   
entertainment. We also run 5 coach trips a 
year open to non-members. We have         
organised an all-day trip to Liverpool Docks 
(Sept. 21st), and a half-day visit to Bridgmere     
Garden Centre, followed by pub meal stop. 
(Oct. 19th).  
 
Gobowen Old Friends is open to any       
Gobowen resident over 60 and enquiries can 
be made to the secretary, Heather Ryan, on 
01691 239709. 

David Ryan (Chairman) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shropshire  
Royal British  
Legion County  
Festival of  
Remembrance 
 
The Royal British Legion in Shropshire invites 
one and all to join us for our Annual       Festi-
val of Remembrance on Tuesday 24 October 
2017 at 7.30pm at Theatre Severn,        
Shrewsbury. 
 
Compered by Eric Smith (BBC Radio Shrop-
shire) the programme includes the Shrews-

bury Brass Band, Jigsaw 
Sound Choir, singer Sadie
-Beth and RAF Shawbury. 
The evening concludes 
with the formal Service 
of Remembrance.  
 
All    proceeds to The 
Poppy Appeal. Tickets 
£10 available now from 
Theatre Severn box   
office 01743 281281 or 

email mail@theatresevern.co.uk 
 

Memories of the Fallen 
Can anyone with information or photographs 
of relatives of the fallen from World Wars 1 
and 2, and who are prepared to share their 
stories with the local community, please 
email familybick@btinternet.com 
Thank you. 

Tuesday Club 
Come and join Qube every Tuesday 11:30am 
to 1pm at Qube. They are a fun and friendly 
group that get together for a drink and a 
chat. They do everything from arts and crafts 
to laughter yoga! 
 
The Tuesday Club is free to attend and 
there's no need to book. Just turn up and you 
can expect a warm welcome! For more infor-
mation contact Victoria Hughes on 01691 
656882 or email v.hughes@qube-oca.org.uk. 

mailto:mail@theatresevern.co.uk
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=v.hughes@qube-oca.org.uk


 

17 

Feature 

A New Permissive Pathway 
through Derwen College 
For many years the local people of Gobowen 
and visitors to the Orthopaedic Hospital, who 
are seeking a shorter walk from the railway 
station, have used the route through the  
centre of Derwen College. The route from 
Whittington Road to Twmpath Lane has been 
a popular short cut for pedestrians, dog  
walkers and cyclists. This has resulted in a 
steady stream of people through the centre 
of the College campus at all times of the day 
and night which has always been a concern 
for the College Safeguarding Team through-
out the years. Local residents may not be 
aware but this is not a public right of way.  
  
Over the years, the majority of persons using 
the route through the College have            
appreciated the short cut and have respected 
the vulnerability of the young people who are 
students at Derwen College.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There have, however, been concerns for the 
safety of our students and trainees from 
some dog owners, cyclists and pedestrians 
who are less responsible than others using 
the route through the centre of the College. 
Cyclists in particular create a real danger to 
our students whose mobility and sensory 
awareness is often impaired.  
  
We are aware of the potential inconvenience 
to the local community in restricting access 
through the campus and we do not intend to 
do so. To address this issue a new Permissive 
Footpath route for pedestrians has been de-
veloped.  This will give pedestrian access 
through the Orangery Restaurant, through 
the commercial areas, over the bridge, along 
the football field and out via the gate on 
Twmpath Lane.  
  
You can read more about this and how we 
reached this decision with discussions with 
the Parish Council at www.derwen.ac.uk   
under News. 
 



 

18 

 



 

19 



 

20 

Useful Contact Information 
Medical 
Cambrian Medical Centre, Thomas Savin Road, Oswestry .................................................................................... 652929 
Cambrian Pharmacy, Oswald Road, Oswestry ...................................................................................................... 670292 
Caxton Surgery, Oswald Road, Oswestry—Emergency & General Enquiries ........................................................ 654646 
Appointments....................6536000              Dispensary.....................659250          Repeat Prescriptions ............. 658519 
Chirk Surgery ........................................................................................................................................................ 772434 
Child Health Centre, Victoria Road, Oswestry ....................................................................................................... 653313 
Day Lewis Pharmacy (Gobowen) .......................................................................................................................... 652377 
Plas Ffynnon Medical Centre, Middleton Road, Oswestry—Appointments & Enquiries ...................................... 655844 
Repeat Prescriptions...............................................655538     Shropdoc NHS Out of Hours ....................... 08444 068888 
Hospitals 
Chirk Community Hospital, John’s Street, Chirk.................................................................................................... 772430 
Princess Royal Hospital, Apley Castle, Telford ........................................................................................... 01952 641222 
Robert Johns & Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital ............................................................................................... 404000 
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital, Mytton Oak Road, Shrewsbury ........................................................................ 01743 26100 
Shropshire Nuffield......................................01743 817144     Wrexham Maelor Hospital ......................... 01978 291100 
Schools, Playgroups and Colleges 
Gobowen All Rounders ......................................................................................................................................... 653147 
Gobowen Primary School (Head Teacher: Mrs. L. Luke) ....................................................................................... 661343 
Marches School, Oswestry (Head Teacher: Mrs. S. Longville) ............................................................................... 664400 
North Shropshire College, Oswestry ..................................................................................................................... 688000 
Selattyn School (Head Teacher: Ms. C. Morgan) ................................................................................................... 659744 
St. Martin’s School (Principal: Mrs. S. Lovecy) ...................................................................................................... 776500 
St. Martin’s Arts Centre (Principal: Mrs. S. Lovecy) ............................................................................................... 776502 
Sure Start Children’s Centre, Gobowen Family Support Drop-In, School Lane, Gobowen .................................... 656513 
Churches 
All Saints ............................................................................................................................................................... 661226 
Our Lady & Saint Oswald’s Catholic Church .......................................................................................................... 652248 
Preeshenlle United Reformed Church .................................................................................................................. 658016 
St. Mary’s Church, Selattyn ................................................................................................................................... 661226 
Police 
Local Police....................................................................101    PC Kate Le’Clere ......................................... 07792 774024 
Reporting Crime Disorder (non-emergency) ............................................................................................. 0300 333 3000 
Crime Stoppers ....................................................................................................................... 0800 555 111 (FREE CALL) 
Veterinary Surgeries 
Border Veterinary Centre, Maesbury Road, Oswestry .......................................................................................... 670395 
Park Issa Veterinary Hospital, Salop Road, Oswestry ............................................................................................ 670067 
Travel 
Arriva Midlands North, Oswestry Depot.....0871 200 2233    Community Rail Officer .......................................... 772784 
Gobowen Railway Station ..................................................................................................................................... 681010 
National Rail Enquiries for long distance travel (local call charge) ............................................................. 08457 484950 
Owens Coaches, Oswestry .................................................................................................................................... 652126 
Traveline (public transport information) .................................................................................................. 0871 200 2233 
Dial-a-Ride ............................................................................................................................................................ 671571 
General 
Age Concern .............................................................................................................................................. 01743 233123 
Childline (FREE) ................................................................................................................................................ 0800 1111     
Citizens Advice Bureau, 34 Arthur Street, Oswestry ................................................................................. 0344 499 1100 
Community Meals...................................................829571     Gobowen Allotments ............................................ 829571 
Domestic Violence Helpline (FREE) ........................................................................................................... 0808 2000 247 
Gobowen Library - Tues: 10am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, Weds: 10am-1pm, 2pm-4pm (term time only),  
Thurs: 10am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, Sat: 10am-1pm ...................................................................................................... 653388 
Gobowen Post Office..............................................658814     Helpmates ............................................................. 656882 
Oswestry Leisure Centre, Shrewsbury Road...........677150     Qube ..................................................................... 656882 
R.S.P.C.A.......................................................08705 555999     Shopmobility..........................................................656882      
Signature Smiles Dental Practice.............................662719    Shropshire Council (General Enquires) ...... 0345 678 9000 
Social Services Dept (North Area).................01743 253911    Volunteer Bureau .................................................. 670021 
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The New Saints FC Foundation and the Three Parishes Big Local would like to invite you to        
A Celebration Community Sports and Activities Family Fun Event from 1 pm to 6 pm on     
Sunday 1st October 2017 at The Venue, Burma Road, Park Hall, Oswestry, SY11 4AS. Find out 
more about and try out local activities in the Three Parishes Local Area! 
 
● FREE Fun Activities 
● FREE Refreshments 
 
For more details contact naomi@gotothevenue.com 
 
Following the highly successful multi-sports sessions 
held on Gobowen Play Field throughout the summer 
holiday, the New Saints FC Foundation will be hold-
ing further activities over half term in the 3 parishes 
BiG Local area. 
 
● Monday 23rd October 2017 11 am—2 pm Gobowen Playing Fields 
● Wednesday 25th October 2017 11 am—2 pm St. Martins Playing Fields 
● Thursday 26th October 2017 11 am—2 pm Weston Rhy Rec 
 
A FREE LUNCH will be provided for all participants. Get fit and try a range of activities for all 
ages including: 
 
● New Age Curling 
● Dodgeball, 
● Relay Races and Obstacles 
● Space Hoppers and Big Feet 
● Outdoor Twister  
● Large Connect 4 and lots more! 
 
Access to the toilets in Gobowen Pavilion will be provided   
between 12.30 pm and 1.30 pm. If the weather is poor the 
whole session will take place inside the Pavilion. 
  
The event is FREE and open to boys and girls aged 4 to 16. Parents are required to complete a 
registration form prior to the event or attend and complete the form on the day.  
 
Bookings taken via naomi@gotothevenue.com For more information call 01691 684840 or 
visit the website www.tnsfc.co.uk 



Play Equipment Launch 
In 2016 Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Council 
successfully secured just under £17,000 of 
funding to purchase and install a new piece 
of play equipment on Gobowen Playing Field. 
The new equipment was installed in late 
spring 2017 and the official opening took 
place on Thursday 20th July with around 100 
children attending the event. 
 
Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Council        
successfully secured grants from the follow-
ing organisations for the purchase and      
installation of the new equipment: 
 
● Big Lottery 
● Three Parishes Big Local 
● The Hilton Jones Trust 
● Gobowen Youth Partnership 
 
Included in the grant from The Three Parishes 
Big Local was additional funding for a       
community event which enabled the Parish 
Council to put on the launch and engage local 
people. Working with Gobowen Primary 
School, around 100 children and 40 parents  
attended the event which included an  
ice cream van with free ice creams,  

refreshments for parents, inflatable games 
and activities run by TNS as well as the      
opportunity for children to spend the      
morning playing on the wide range of equip-
ment on the playing field. 
 
Lucy, Headteacher at Gobowen Primary 
School commented, ”Gobowen Primary 
School are proud to be part of this            
community and are very grateful to the par-
ish     council for their continued support of 
our young people. This event is a wonderful 
way for everyone to celebrate these new 
facilities”. 
 
At the event, Three Parishes Big Local Chair-
man, Nick Heard, said, “It was lovely to see so 
many children and their families enjoying 
themselves outdoors”. 


