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Advertisements 
If you would like to advertise in the next edition of the Parish Roundabout please send your  

information to Penny O’Hagan (contact details above) with a cheque made payable to ‘Selattyn and Gobowen Parish 
Council’ by 1st May 2015. We accept written details, Word documents or jpeg format. It costs £50 for an eighth of a 
page, £75 for half a page and £100 for a full page a year. The Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Roundabout is published 4 

times a year and distributed to 1600 homes in the area. 
 

Contributions 
We always welcome contributions from people living in the parish. If you’d like to air your views on a  

particular subject or have a photograph or piece of artwork on the cover then please get in touch with the Parish Clerk 
(see contact details above). Articles submitted as “Word” files should be formatted for XP software or earlier. 

 

Statutory Disclaimer 
All articles and advertisements are published in good faith. Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council cannot check all details 

in the articles and any views expressed may not necessarily reflect those of the council. Neither can we be held  
responsible for the actions of any advertisers now or in the future. 

Parish Council Meetings 
 

 Parish Council meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month except August when there is no meeting.  
Details of agendas and minutes of previous meetings can be viewed on the Council’s website  

www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk. Current agendas are also posted on the parish notice boards in Selattyn bus shelter, 
outside the Library on St Martins Road, outside the Co-op on Station Road in Gobowen, and outside  

The Last Inn in Hengoed. 

Your Council Members’ Contact Numbers 

Ian Bennett ...........................................................................................................................................655812 
Percy Cherrington  ................................................................................................................................650025 
Sue Crow (Chairman) ...........................................................................................................................655385 
John Davies ...........................................................................................................................................653434 
Paul Drury .............................................................................................................................................654325 
Huw Ellis (Vice Chairman) ....................................................................................................................650450 
Craig Emery ...........................................................................................................................................661779 
Sara Heap ..............................................................................................................................................661491 
Ron Jones ..............................................................................................................................................777611 
Linda Lindup .........................................................................................................................................679424 
David Lloyd MBE (Shropshire Unitary Councillor) ..............................................................................661315 
Robert Macey  (Shropshire Unitary Councillor) ..................................................................................662615 
Erica Morgan ........................................................................................................................................680277 
Simon Westwood-Bate .................................................................. swb.gobowenparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Steve West-Wynn .................................................................................................................................657762 

 

Parish Contact Details (office hours apply) 
Parish Clerk (including burial enquiries):  
Penny O’Hagan, 3 Lady Ida, Kinnerley, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 8DN......................................... 682683 
E-mail: parishclerksg@gmail.com ......................................... ...................www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 
Assistant to the Parish Clerk (Playing Field & Pavilion Bookings):   
Nigel Thomas ............................................................................................................................ 07906 468460 
E-mail: leisureattendant@yahoo.co.uk 

Cover image: Gobowen Primary School. 

mailto:swb.gobowenparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Chairman’s Comments 
The Council received a suggestion that the path on the field be named after John Clarke who when he 
was a parish councillor initiated the Gobowen Playing Field Association and the Roundabout magazine.   
He drew up the plan for the development of the field which included a track around the field. The Council 
agreed to name the track after him at their February meeting. 
 
I hope that the young people enjoy the three new pieces of equipment on the playing field, these were 
bought with a grant from the Gobowen Youth Opportunity Fund. A big “Thank you” to them. The Council 
appreciates their support in improving the facilities on the field. 
 
Welcome to our new councillor Linda Lindup who was co-opted to replace Gareth Thomas. The Council 
thanks Gareth for his service to the Council and wishes him well in the future. Thank you to all those who 
put themselves forward for co-option, unfortunately we only had one vacancy. 
 
Although it seems a long time since Christmas I must comment on the outdoor lighting on homes, they 
certainly made everywhere more festive. The prize for the best show must go to Sommer Ville  on  St 
Martins Road for their fantastic light show projected onto their home.  
 
And finally to end on a sad note, the council would like to express its condolences to the family of the 
Reverend David Cassidy who passed away recently. A former parish councillor, Dave served this          
community in many ways. You only had to be at his funeral to realise what a well liked and respected 
man he was. It was thought provoking to hear about all he had achieved in his life. May he rest in peace.  

Sue Crow (Chairman) 
 
2015/16 Budget 
At its meeting held on 29.1.15 the Parish Council set its annual budget and precept. Following a           
controversial decision by Shropshire Council not to pass on to the parish council over £7000 that was 
given to the Unitary Authority by national government specifically for town and parish councils to      
compensate for the number of residents who claim council tax benefit, the council was already facing a 
huge short fall in income before the budgeting process even started. 
 
Councillors were keen not to increase existing hire fees for the pavilion, allotment rents and community 
meals costs, however in line with other cemeteries in the area burial charges at Hengoed Cemetery have 
increased slightly. For the new financial year the Parish Council has made provision in its expenditure 
budget to enable the council to use earmarked reserves to undertake some larger one off projects includ-
ing replacement of the sports court fencing and securing new burial land in the parish closer to Gobowen. 
In addition to this the council has replaced and taken over  the ownership from Shropshire Council of the 
CCTV system in Gobowen centre. The Council felt it was of great  importance to local people. 
 
In light of the loss of nearly 10% of its income, the Parish Council made a number of reductions in its  
expenditure budget but had to take the difficult decision to increase the precept for 2015/16 to £70429 
which will equate to an annual council tax increase of £1.95 for a Band D property. This increase means 
that the council will not have to cut any services it currently offers to residents which include,            
maintenance of the pavilion and playing field, management of Hengoed Cemetery, management of 
Gobowen allotments and upkeep 10 bus shelters and over 150 streetlights in the parish. 
 
Gobowen Pavilion Booking Details 
Gobowen Pavilion is ideal for a variety of events including meetings, children’s parties, social gatherings, 
training sessions and sporting events. Features include 36 padded folding chairs plus a further 13 plastic 
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chairs, 8 folding tables, full Wi-Fi access, central heating, a water boiler, a fridge/freezer, cups, plates and 
cutlery, an overhead projector, a wipe board, washing facilities. The building is wheelchair accessible, it 
has 4 showers, toilets, parking for 18 vehicles and the area is monitored by CCTV.  
 
The cost for the main hall with kitchen and access to toilets is just £10 per hour. For further details and a 
booking form, please contact either Penny O’ Hagan, Parish Clerk, Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council on 
01691 682683 (office hours apply), email parishclerksg@gmail.com or Nigel Thomas, Assistant to the 
Parish Clerk, Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council on 07906 468 460 (office hours apply), email  
leisureattendant@yahoo.co.uk. 
 
Headstones in need of repair in Hengoed Cemetery 
Following the article placed in the last edition of the Roundabout the Parish Council would like to thank 
all the owners of the headstones considered to be unsafe in Hengoed Cemetery who have carried out the 
necessary repairs to make them safe. However we do still have a number of people who have not       
contacted us. As headstones are the responsibility of the plot owner or the inheritor of the deceased’s 
estate, the Parish Council will have to consider  laying them flat to ensure the safety of cemetery users.  If 
you are the owner of one of the headstones listed please contact the Parish Clerk on 01691 682683 as 
soon as possible. 
 
 Plot number  Name    Plot number  Name 
 17..................................Viney    89..................................Haydon 
 18..................................Tomley   180................................Brotherton 
 28..................................Davies    196................................Lewis 
 57..................................Goodger   229................................Davies 
 58..................................Parker    248................................Davies 
 65..................................Wilton    288................................Roberts 
 71..................................Barrett 
     
Have you got a vote? 
If not, it’s not too late to register to vote in the General Election on May 7th. To receive the relevant  
information in paper format please contact  Shropshire Council on 0345 678 9015 or 
email registration@shropshire.gov.uk with your name and address. You can also register online. 
 
Remember you must be on the register in order to vote. To find out more go to www.gov.uk/
yourvotematters. 
 
The Old Coal Yard 
The Wrekin Housing Trust is pleased to announce that this new build development is now underway. 
Here the Trust has appointed Primoris Homes Ltd to build 22 new homes for affordable rent – 2 x 2 bed 
wheelchair compliant bungalows, 4 x 2 bed bungalows, 8 x 1 bed flats, 5 x 2 bed houses and 3 x 3 bed 
houses. All properties will be built to Code for Sustainable Homes level 3 offering energy efficient,      
comfortable homes for our residents. 
 
The first of these new homes will be 
complete and ready to let late 2015/
early 2016. Anyone with a local connec-
tion to Gobowen and interested in a 
property should register online at 
www.shropshirehomepoint.co.uk.  

Artist’s impression 
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S 
elattyn Hill is approx 3 miles northwest of     

Oswestry. It is an outcrop of carboniferous      

limestone and millstone grit, rising to 372m 
above sea level. There is an early Bronze age ring-

cairn on the eastern side of the summit of the hill 

and there are views of up to 60 miles across the   

Shropshire Plain. 
 

To take advantage of this stunning view Selattyn 

Tower (a belvedere tower) was built in 1847 by Mr 

Crewe of Pentrepant, just to the south of the centre 
of the ring-cairn. Selattyn Tower is a fixed point 

just off the Offa’s Dyke National Trail. During 

World War II, the tower was used as a look-out 

post by members of the Local Defence Force   
Volunteers. In the early 1970s the entire hilltop 

was ploughed and planted with conifers, the ruins 

of the tower and the cairn were lost from view 

amongst the maturing trees. There is a trig point in 
the forest near to the tower. 

 

In 1998 an archaeological survey and some trial 

excavations on the cairn were carried out by the 
Archaeology Service and the Selattyn Village  

Project Group prior to the Tower’s repair. There 

are several ways to walk up Selattyn Hill.  This is 

my favourite:- 
 

Driving from Gobowen through Selattyn, past 

‘Craignant Water’ and ‘Woodside Cottage’, there’s 

a car park and picnic area on the left (SJ253349).  
Park up here then walk back along the road to the 

turning to Woodside Cottage.  This is signposted 

on the Offa’s Dyke Path to Selattyn Hill. 

 

Make your way up this track you’ll soon notice a 

fingerpost on the right pointing to the Shropshire 

Way, continue up the track.  When the track bends 
to the left you go straight ahead continue over the 

stile, (Woodside Cottage is on your right), there is 

a path ahead, follow the purple arrows and acorn 

signs.   
 

Cross over the next stile, ahead you’ll see a   

fingerpost pointing to the left (SSE).  At this 

fingerpost walk along the edge of the field/forested 
area to another fingerpost.  Here the Offa’s Dyke 

Path continues straight on BUT we’re turning left 

over the stile and continuing to walk around the 

forested area.  There’s an information point here 

directing you to Selattyn Tower.  You are now on 
the Shropshire Way. 

 

Go through the metal gate (or over the stile) and 

here you should catch your first glimpse of the 
Tower.  Follow the path to the Tower, through the 

gorse and heather.  At the tower you’ll get to see 

the amazing view over the Shropshire Plain.  I tend 

to stop here to take in the view (and a cup of tea). 
 

When you’ve had your fill of the view continue 

downhill along the path past the sign post, cross the 

path, pass the bench and go through the kissing 
gate.  Head down across the next field towards a 

wall, pass over the stile, then continue across this 

field to the kissing gate in the corner next to the 

ruined building.   
 

The clearly defined path now skirts around two 

sides of the next field to another kissing gate.  If 

you look over your right shoulder you’ll see     
Selattyn nestling in the valley below.  Once 

through this kissing gate you’ll be walking along a 

really ancient wooded path.   

 
When you get to the track turn left (following 

Shropshire Way sign) and walk up hill for about 

100m to a gate. Walk diagonally right across this 

field up hill to another gate.  Now head to the far 
right corner of this field over the stile.  Turn left 

and walk a very short distance until you see the 

Shropshire Way signpost on your right which will 

get you onto a path through this wooded area to 

another gate.  Walk straight across this field (past 

another farm building), through another gate, then 

straight across the next field to a stile.  Pass over 
this stile then head to the bottom corner of the next 

field.   

 

Follow the fence out of the field to another stile on 
your right.  Cross this stile, and then follow the 

path around to the left where you’ll see the Shrop-

shire Way sign on the track which we noticed  

before.  Back on the Offa’s Dyke Path head back 
down to the road and then left to the car park. 

Sara Heap 
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Bryn y Castell Coppice  

Consevation Group 

 

A 
 new footbridge, with handrails and 

ramps has been installed by Shrop-

shire Council. The verge along the 

approach road now has grass growing on the 

bank – we hope to add wild flowers later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The area behind the bank has been cleared. 

Some more of the dryer areas of the Coppice 

has been cleared of brambles and some more 

trees planted. More trees have been added to 

the hedge by the road to the sewage works. 

Some of the fallen trees have been surveyed 

and marked. Litter has been collected on a 

regular basis. 

 

If anyone would like to help with work in 

Coppice there will be a work session at 

9:30am on Saturday 21 March. Wear suitable       

clothing, boots and gloves. 

 
 
 
 
 

Garden Security 
As the Spring approaches people will be 
thinking about getting into the garden and 
getting the grass cut for the first time this 
year.  Please remember to make sure that 
you don’t leave your mowers or any other 
garden power tools out overnight, make sure 
they are locked away in a secure shed that 
has ‘tamper proof’ bolts and a very sturdy 
padlock and hasp.  Remember that it doesn’t 
matter how good the padlock is if the hasp 
can be cut through with a standard set of bolt 
croppers. Keep your garden equipment safe. 
 
For more crime prevention advice please feel 
free to get in contact with me. Please report 
anything suspicious to the police on 101. 
 
Kate Le’Clere, PC 3718 
Oswestry Rural North 
Safer Neighbourhoods Team 
 
Mobile – 07792 774024 
E-Mail - owestryrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

 
To report crime please dial 101 

or in an emergency dial 999 

Crime Prevention Advice Regarding Burglary 
 

 Set a timer switch to turn your lights on when it gets dark - unlit houses are a give away that no 
one is home. 

 Lock your doors, patios and downstairs windows - even when you are in. Make sure you double 
check them again before you go to bed. 

 If you have a burglar alarm, make sure you set it when you go out and also when you go to bed. 

 DO NOT leave car keys, ID cards or valuables near windows, doors or letterboxes, where burglars 
can reach through to steal them.  

 Lock your garden gates and side entrances. Don't leave tools lying around in the garden which 
could be used to break in to your home. 

mailto:oswestryrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
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New way  to book non-emergency patient transport in Shropshire,  
Telford & Wrekin 
1st November 2014 saw a new telephone number will be available to book non-emergency patient  
transport for eligible patients in Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin. The number can be used by clinics,   
hospitals and eligible patients themselves.  
 
As well as a new telephone booking number- which is 01743 
762650, people can also expect to see the new-look non-
emergency ambulances appearing on our roads within the 
next few months. 
 
These ambulances will take eligible patients attending ap-
pointments at the main hospitals and other NHS healthcare 
providers across Telford and Shropshire and surrounding 
areas. The service will also use a range of other vehicles as 
well as ambulances. 
 
The non-emergency transport service currently involves 
around 140,000 patient journeys per year.  Transport and 
staff will be provided to match the needs of individual pa-
tients – ranging from those who are fully mobile and do not 
need support to those that need intensive help and support 
to get to their  healthcare provider. 
 
As well as the main hospitals in the area, the service will also transport patients to and from appoint-
ments at community locations including primary care centres, community clinics, GP practices, dental 
practices, optometrist practices, private and independent providers as well as nursing and residential 
homes. The non-emergency patient transport service has absolutely no impact on 999 emergency      
ambulances which will continue to be run by West Midlands Ambulance Service NHS Trust (WMAS). 
 
The Shropshire Women & Children’s Centre  
The Shropshire Women and Children’s Centre opened in September at the Princess Royal Hospital in 
Telford. The centre is the main inpatient facility for Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin and mid Wales. The new 
centre provides outstanding facilities within which our staff can continue to provide excellent care for 
women and children.  Each of the wards and units are modern and spacious and contain excellent       
facilities for our patients benefit.  These include play areas and rooms for children, and a greatly         
improved and larger environment for babies needing intensive care. To find out more about the Women 
and Children’s Centre in Telford call 01952 565 758 or log on to www.sath.nhs.uk/womenandchildren. 
 
Advice from Shropshire Clinical Commissioning Group 
Self-Care: When you start to feel ill, choose self help. Go to www.nhs.uk/asap or for advice or treatment 
for a minor illness or injury, visit your local pharmacy.  
 
For illnesses that are not an emergency, go to your GP.  Usually open 8.30am-6pm, Monday to Friday. 
Minor Injury Unit, Oswestry for minor injuries. Open 8am-8pm. 
 
Shropdoc (08444 068888):  When you need to see a doctor out of hours and 111 if you are not sure what 
healthcare support you need. 
 
999 and A&E  are only for the most serious, life-threatening health emergencies. 
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Advice about Staying Safe Online  
On December 1st 2014, Warwickshire Police and West Mercia Police launched the #Be Cyber Smart   
campaign to raise awareness of internet-related crime and to give people the knowledge they need to 
protect themselves. The first phase focuses on online shopping; Here are a few simple tips and safety 
checks:-  
 
Don’t Transfer Money  
Always pay for items you buy online by card on a secure payment page, by cheque or by cash, in person. 
However desperate you are to secure an item, never transfer money into the seller’s account, as you may 
never see the goods or your money ever again.  
 
Check that Payment Pages are Secure  
Before you enter your card details on a payment page, make sure it is secure by checking that the ad-
dress starts with “https‟ (the “s‟ stands for “secure‟) and there’s a padlock or unbroken key symbol in 
the browser window.  
 
Use a Credit Card  
Remember that you have more chance of getting your money back in the event of problems if you pay by 
credit card rather than debit card. Some sellers may charge a premium, but it could well be worth the 
extra for your peace of mind.  
 
Use Auction Sites Safely  
Many of us buy from online auction sites. Always use trusted and well-known payment methods instead 
of paying sellers directly. Read the site and seller’s conditions. For your personal safety, if you’re         
collecting in person, take someone with you or let people know where you’re going.  
 
Check Out Bargains with Care  
If you find, or are emailed about an item that seems just too much of a bargain, it could be a scam, fake 
goods or it doesn’t match the description. Remember, if it seems too good to be true, it probably is.  
 
Use Social Networks Safely  
Social networks are a popular medium for scams and are becoming increasingly so. If you see a post 
promising something free of charge, free entry to a competition with a fantastic prize or perhaps an offer 
that seems just too good to be true, consider very carefully before following it up.  
 
Use Email Safely  
An email urging you to click on a link to reveal a special offer, to open an attachment containing some 
great news, or to “confirm details” or “reset your account”, could well be a scam, even if it appears to 
come from a reputable source. If in doubt, delete the email and don’t respond to or forward it.  
 
Look After That Smartphone or Tablet  
Protect your smartphone or tablet by downloading a reputable internet security app and make sure it’s 
safeguarded with a PIN. Install parental control software on kids‟ mobile devices and chat to them about 
how to use the internet safely.  
 
Remember to Log Out  
When you’ve finished your online shopping or banking session, always log out of the website or app... it 
only takes a second. Sometimes, just closing the window doesn’t mean you’ve logged out, and someone 
else could gain access to your account and personal details. Don’t forget to check and save purchase  
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confirmation emails.  
 
Make Sure Wi-Fi is Secure  
Wherever you are, make sure the Wi-Fi is secured. When you’re out and about, in the café, the pub or a 
hotel for example, you can’t guarantee it’s secured even if you have to enter a code. When you’re     
shopping, banking or making other online payments, it’s better to connect with 3G or 4G, even if it’s 
slower.  
 
Beware of Scam Phone Calls  
If someone posing as a retailer calls you to confirm an online purchase, it could well be a scam. The idea 
is that you won’t remember the purchase, and call your bank. However, the fraudster stays on the line, 
and tricks you into revealing your financial details. If this happens, hang up, don’t call back, but report it 
to Action Fraud.  
 
Check Bank Statements  
Check your bank and credit card accounts regularly for irregular or unauthorised transactions. If you spot 
any entries you don’t recognise, contact your bank without delay. Make sure your bank has your up-to-
date contact details so they can alert you if they spot anything unusual.  
 
For more information about staying safe online and the scams to look out for, go to 
www.getsafeonline.org and www.cyberstreetwise.com  
 
If you think you have been a victim of fraud report it to Action Fraud, the UK’s national fraud reporting 
centre, by calling 0300 123 20 40 or by visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk.  
 
Could you recycle one more thing? 
A new campaign is encouraging residents in Shropshire to find ‘one more thing’ that can be recycled.  
 
The ‘recycle one more thing’ promotion highlights the wide range of materials that can be recycled in 
kerbside recycling boxes and at recycling centres around the county. 
 
A pictorial guide to kerbside recycling is being delivered to homes across the county by Shropshire    
Council’s contractor Veolia, to help residents identify items they are not currently recycling.  
 
Last year, on average, each Shropshire household produced about a tonne of waste, of which about half 
was recycled, which is higher than the UK average.  However, 
many similar areas to Shropshire show that it is possible to 
recycle even more. 
 
Local evidence from what is collected from kerbside boxes 
shows that aerosols are one of the most    common things that 
are missed.  Local residents also often say they are unsure 
about which types of plastic can be accepted too: whilst most 
people recycle their plastic milk bottles, plastic items from the 
bathroom are often overlooked.  The One More Thing cam-
paign aims to help improve awareness so that people don’t 
forget that plastic shampoo, shower gel and even cleaning 
products bottles from the bathroom as well as the kitchen can 
also be recycled. 
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Our BIG headline is that there is currently an opportunity for 
1 or 2 people from Gobowen to join our Partnership and 
work with us to manage Big Local in our area. 
 
The Three Parishes Big Local Partnership is a group of people who 
together are responsible for the overall direction of Big Local in our 
area. The Partnership meets monthly, with occasional additional 
meetings for committees or specific projects.  To ensure that each 
community within the three villages is equally represented, we are looking for 1 or 2 people from Gobo-
wen to join us.  So, if you are willing to give just a little time to help your community and to guide the 
£1million Big Local investment for maximum impact in the three villages, please get in touch with the Big 
Local Co-ordinator, Bridget, at Qube on 01691 656882. 
 
Our Community Chest grants panel has met twice and grants have been awarded to Good Companions, 
Gobowen Old Friends, Gobowen WI, 2nd St Martins Scouts and St John’s Church.  There are still grants of 
up to £500 available for new and established community groups, projects or activities within the Three 
Parishes Big Local area.  Application forms and full details are available on our website, www.big-
local.org, or by contacting the Big Local Co-ordinator.  We expect to award the next grants in early spring 
2015. 
 
We organised our first community event on Saturday 15th November – the Big Get Together, which took 
place at St Martins School Sports Hall.  The event was an opportunity for residents to find out about what 
goes on in the area.  We would like to thank all the community groups from St Martins, Weston Rhyn and 
Gobowen that brought their displays to the event. There were lots of great entries for our “Love where 
you live” competition and congratulations go to Tilly Manford, Lowri Smith, Kelsey Owen and Sue Barnett 
who were all category winners.    We are planning a second community event that will take place on 
16thMay 2015 – look out for details about the activities and competitions in local press and on local no-
tice boards. 
 
“There will be no risk of exclusion for any reason” is one of the Community aspirations that we are work-
ing towards through the Three Parishes Big Local Community plan.  Financial exclusion can mean that 
individuals or families sometimes struggle to make ends meet or to buy essential items.  Borrowing from 
doorstep lenders, payday lenders or loan sharks could seem like the only option but this can attract high 
rates of interest and borrowers may end up paying back much more than they borrowed.  FAIRshare 
credit union provides straightforward savings accounts and affordable loans to its members.  We are 
working with FAIRshare to bring their services to our villages by providing a weekly Fairshare Service 
Point in each of the three villages of St Martins, Weston Rhyn and Gobowen.  Launching in Gobowen on 
24th February, residents will be able to sign up at one of the launch events or by going along to the 
weekly Fairshare Service Point that will be held at 2:30pm – 4:30pm each Tuesday in Gobowen Scout Hut.   
The Three Parishes Big Local car share scheme was launched in December.  We have been working with 
Shropshire Council to develop a Three Parishes Big Local area version of their car sharing database, 
www.shropshare.co.uk.  Leaflets about this service are available at key locations in each village, and more 
information is available on our website, www.big-local.org or by contacting the Big Local Co-ordinator. 
 
What’s next for Three Parishes Big Local? 
 
The community projects and activities that we are currently working on include: 
Launching our Community project fund. 
Basic first aid courses  
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Sports and pastimes for the over 50s 
 
To complement our Community Chest small grants fund, we will be launching a fund for larger value 
grants to be used for community projects and activities within the three villages.  It is likely that this will 
be for grants of between £501 and £5000.  The process for applying for one of these grants  s under de-
velopment but please let us know if you have an idea for a project or activity that could be supported by 
this fund. 
 
First aid is a simple skill, but it has an incredible impact. We are hoping to arrange basic first aid courses 
that will be free of charge to residents of all ages in Gobowen, St Martins and Weston Rhyn.  Please con-
tact the Big Local Co-ordinator and let us know by the end of March if you are interested in registering for 
a place on one of the courses, or if you are interested in being trained to become a first aid trainer.  We 
will do our best to arrange the days, times and venues of courses to suit as many of the people who regis-
ter as possible.   
 
Andy, our Community & Youth Worker, is working on a project to develop sports, clubs, hobbies and 
pastimes for the over 50s in our villages.  If you have any ideas about the types of activities that could be 
set up, please get in touch. 
 
If you have an idea or would like to get involved with 3 Parishes Big Local, to keep up to date with the 
latest 3Parishes Big Local news, or for more information, contact the Big Local Co-ordinator, Bridget Lara-
way at Qube, Oswald Road, Oswestry, SY11 1RB. Tel: 01691 656882. Email: b.laraway@qube-oca.org.uk 
Check out our website: www.big-local.org. Follow us on twitter: 3PBigLocal. Like our facebook page: 
3PBigLocal. 

Derwen College  
 

T 
he spring term has begun with the 
usual enthusiasm and excitement. 
The students working in the      

commercial areas are engaged in a wide 
variety and challenging activities.  
 
The Garden Café has had a refurbishment which 
complements the introduction last year of a new 
children’s play area.  
 
As a result of the success of the Christmas hamper 
range students in Young’s Farm Shop are busy 
producing a selection of Valentines, Mother’s Day 
and Easter hampers on sale from £15.00. Chut-
neys, jams, cakes and fresh bread made in the 
college’s Food Production Centre continue to be 
available for sale in the shop. 
 
The theme in the Gallery this term is “Around the 
World” and is evident in the range of hand-made 

gifts, greetings cards and jewellery. Ruby Slipper, 
the fancy dress hire service, has hundreds of fun 
costumes for all occasions.  
 
Students in the Print Centre are following a de-
manding programme of activities including screen 
printing bags with bespoke designs, T-shirts, mugs 
and posters. There is also the facility for custom-
made frames to display artwork, photos, embroi-
deries or souvenirs. 
 
The Garden Centre is preparing for spring bedding 
and the new season Gisela Graham giftware range. 
There is also a super selection of plants, tools and 
books to supply all gardening requirements. The 
Walled Garden provides the perfect location for 
students to grow specialist vegetables, salads and 
herbs. 
 
All commercial enterprise areas are open daily 

from 9.30am with a variety of food available in the 

Orangery Restaurant, Garden Café and Tiffin’s  

Coffee Shop. 
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Clubs & Organisations 

Mon 9.15-11.30am Stay & Play Family Drop-in Gobowen Primary School 655121 

Mon 12.00pm Lunch Club (once every month) All Saint’s Church Hall 659674 

Mon 1.45pm ‘Sparklers’ Pre-school 
(2nd Mon of the month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 672983 

Mon 7.30pm Selattyn Woodturning Club (Every 2nd Mon 
of month) 

Oaklands 661500 

Tue 9.30-11.00am O.A.S.H.G. T'ai Chi Gobowen Scout Hall 656321 

Tue 6.00-7.15pm Beavers Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Tue 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship Preeshenlle United  
Reform Church 

658016 

Tue 6.00-7.30pm 1st Gobowen Girls Brigade Christ Church, Oswestry 680708 

Tue 7.00pm Women’s Institute 
(1st Tue of month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 07531 
029702 

Tue 7.30-9.00pm Kempo Karate Gobowen Scout Hall 777463 

Wed 2.00-5.00pm Indoor Bowls All Saint’s Church Hall 661648 

Wed 2.00-5.00pm Gobowen Short-mat Bowling Club All Saint’s Church Hall 661648 

Wed 6.30-8.30pm The Green Room Youth Club (during term 
time & not on 2nd Weds of the month) 

Gobowen Pavilion 659891 

Wed 7.00-10.00pm Salsa Dancing Classes  774425 

Wed 7.15pm Karate All Saint’s Church Hall 652095 

Thu  Phoenix Group (formerly W.I.) 
(2nd Thu of month) 

The Cross Keys  
Function Room, Selattyn 

 

Thu 10.00am-12.00pm Gobowen I.T. Learning Project 
(term time only) 

The Pavilion, St. Martin’s 
Road, Gobowen 

682683 

Thu 12.00-12.30pm Age Concern Over Sixties Pub Lunch (1st Thu 
of month) 

The Keys, St. Martins 654178 

Thu 1.00-3.00pm Stay & Play Family Drop-in Gobowen Primary School 655121 

Thu 2.30pm Mothers’ Union (4th Thu of month) All Saint’s Church Hall 659674 

Thu 4.oopm Gobowen Old Friends Association 
(every 3rd Thu of month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 650502 
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Thu 7.30-10.00pm Crazy Boots Line Dancing Club Gobowen Working Men’s 
Club 

830179 

Thu 7.30pm Orthopaedic Male Voice Choir Orthopaedic Hospital 682727 

Thu 7.30pm Ladies’ Guild (2nd Thu of month) All Saint’s Church Hall 650516 

Fri 9.00-10.30am Little Badgers Selattyn School Hall 659744 

Fri 5.45-7.30pm Cubs Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Fri 7.30-9.00pm Selattyn Youth Club Selattyn School Hall 690511 

Fri 7.45-9.30pm Scouts Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Fri 8.00-9.30pm Explorer Scouts Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Sat 2.00-4.30pm Gobowen Celtic Football Club 
(various home matches) 

Gobowen Playing Field 
Gobowen 

 

Sun 11.00am Gobowen Youth Football Club 
(various home matches) 

Gobowen Playing Field 
Gobowen 

 

Sun  Contact the Elderly Various locations 0121 603 
1331 

Diary of Events 

8th April ‘15 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 
(check website for confirmation) 

7th May ‘15 7.00am-
10.00pm 

General Election The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road & All Saint’s 
Church Hall, Old Chirk Road, Gobowen 

13th May ‘15 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road 
Gobowen (tbc) 

10th June ‘15 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting Selattyn School Hall, Selattyn 

8th July ‘15 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road 
Gobowen (tbc) 

Gobowen Library—Spring 2015 Time to Listen Sessions 
 
The spring 2015 programme of Time to Listen sessions are currently held at Gobowen Library 
on Tuesday mornings from 10:30 to 11:30 am. This is a precious opportunity to take some 
time for yourself in a relaxed setting. The monthly sessions are free to attend and feature great 
stories for adults read aloud. From classic fiction to modern tales and poetry, there’s         
something to please everyone and upcoming themes include Trips Out and Walls.  
 
For more information, contact Olwen at Gobowen Library on 01691 653388 or Linda at        
Oswestry Library on 01691 677388 or email oswestry.library@shropshire.gov.uk 
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NOTES FROM GOBOWEN SCOUTS 
  

W e have a trophy shield 
dating back to the early 
1920’s which was      

competed for by Scout Troops 
around Oswestry. It was won on a 
number of occasions by Gobowen 
Troop. What is interesting is that the 
inscription shows we were known as 
1st Gobowen (Sir Francis Bougheys 
Own). This seems to indicate that Sir 
Francis was a Patron or Sponsor of 
our Troop. 
 
Some years ago we tried to find out a bit 
more about Sir Francis but this was              
pre-internet days and the only source of   
information we found was via Burkes Peerage 
in the library. This told us that Sir Francis was 
the 8th Baronet (B1848-D1927). 
 
With the advent of the internet we decided 
to look a bit further into Sir Francis. A Google 
search confirms he was indeed the 8th     
Baronet and the current holder of the title is 
Sir John Boughey (the 11th Baronet) who is a 
medical  practitioner residing in Andorra. 
Initial searches show that the Boughey family 
are connected with the Aqualate Estate and 
Aqualate Hall at Forton, just outside         
Newport, Shropshire. 
 
They were obviously a well to do family. The 
1851 Census shows that in residence at the 
Hall were Sir Thomas, his wife, 4 sons (one 
being Francis), 4 daughters, a brother, a 
brother-in-law, a niece, 2 visitors, a           
Governess, 2 Ladies Maids, 4 Nurses, 3 
Housemaids, 3 Kitchen-maids, a Dairymaid, a 
Butler, a Cook, 3 Footmen, a Brewer and 3 
Coachmen/Grooms. 
 
We then wondered how come Sir Francis was 

associated with our Troop? A search in Kelly’s 
Directory for the early 20’s gave his address 
as ‘The Derwen’. The 1911 Census confirmed 
that Sir Francis and his sister Lucy did reside 
at ‘The Derwen’, with a Cook and 2 Maids. 
 
We were puzzled as to why he wasn’t at 
home on the Aqualate Estate but then found 
that Aqualate Hall had been destroyed by fire 
in 1910 and rebuilding didn’t commence until 
1927. We can only speculate that the family 
split up and found other accommodation and 
hence he ended up in Gobowen. 
 
Sister Lucy died in 1924 and when Sir Francis 
died in 1927 the ‘The Derwen’ must have 
been put on the market immediately as the 
Derwen website shows that it was purchased 
together with 35 acres of land by Dame 
Agnes Hunt to form the college as we know   
it now. 
 
We have been told that the Scouts were 
based at The Derwen but don’t know if this 
was pre or post 1927. Hopefully we will get 
more information helping to update the   
history of Gobowen Scouts. 

David Reade 

Residential 

Litter Bin  

Collections 
 

R esidents are  

kindly advised 

to  either  stack or 

weight their recycle 

bins when they are 

put out to be emptied 

to prevent  gusts of 

wind scattering litter 

around  v i l l age 

streets.  

Thank you. 
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We are a group of volunteers  

running advice sessions in  

Oswestry Library, to assist the  

general public with Family &  

Local History.  Our sessions are free 

and include access to  

Ancestry.com, Parish Records, Local 

Maps, Photographs and copies of the 

Advertizer from1849 to date.   

 

Family & Local Historians  

available: 

Monday    10:00-12:00 

Friday       13:30-16:00 
No appointments necessary 

Gobowen Old Friends Association 
 
Gobowen Old Friends is open to any       
Gobowen resident over 60 and enquiries can 
be made to the secretary, Heather Ryan, on 
01691 239709. 

David Ryan (Chairman) 

OSWESTRY EQUALITY GROUP 
The Oswestry Equality Group, established nearly 
two years ago, aims to give people and issues in 
the Oswestry area a fair and equal voice. 
 
We hold 6-8 public meetings each year, to which 
everybody is warmly invited. These have covered 
topics as diverse as day care, youth provision, 
welfare reform, debt and inequality in Shropshire. 
We work closely with Derwen College and The 
Foodbank. 
 
Future meetings include: 
 

March 19th The NHS and Future Fit 
April 28th Pre-election hustings (in  

collaboration with Churches Together in  
Oswestry District) 

  
If you would like to find out more, please contact 

Penny Rice on 01691 680382, or  
e-mail oswestryequalitygroup@gmail.com 

Christian Aid Week 2015 

  
There will be a collection as usual around the 

parish between 10th and 16th. May. 

Oswestry Writers' Group 
OWG welcomes anyone in the Oswestry area who 
has an interest in writing; whether they actually 
write, are thinking about starting to write or would 
just like to listen to new writing from others. 
 
Writing can be a solitary business and OWG gives 
everyone a chance to share and discuss their work 
in a friendly and constructive environment.  We’re 
a very welcoming group and our members come 
from all sorts of backgrounds. 
 
OWG meets every other Tuesday in the snug of 
The Griffin Inn on Albion Hill, Oswestry from 7pm. 
If you would like more information or to be added 
to the emailing list, then please feel free to con-
tact me at the following. 

John Heap johnjheap@btinternet.com 

Oswestry Deutschsprachige Stammtisch 
 

Wir treffen uns jeden zweiten Mittwoch im Willow 

Gallery Oswestry um 4 Uhr nachmittags, um  

gemutlich Kaffee oder Tee zu trinken und Deutsch 

zu sprechen. 

 

Wir treffen uns am 19ten November, den 3ten und 

17ten  Dezember im Willow Gallery. 

 

Wir treffen uns auch am 27ten November um 7Uhr 

Abends in den Snug Bar im Griifin Inn Albion Hill  

Oswestry. 

 

Wenn Sie Ihr Deutsch üben wollen, kommen Sie zu 

unserem Treffen. 

 

Wenn  Sie mehr Auskunft haben wollen, bitte rufen 

Sie mich an 01691671773 oder schicken Sie mir ein 

Email at margaretclewett7@gmail.com  

Hoffentlich bis bald 

Oswestry & Local History Group 

mailto:johnjheap@btinternet.com


Useful Contact Information 

Doctors 
 Cambrian Medical Centre, Thomas Savin Road, Oswestry……………………………………....................................652929  
 Caxton Surgery, Oswald Road, Oswestry - Emergencies & General Enquiries………….................................654646 
   Appointments…...653600      Dispensary…….…659250    Repeat Prescriptions…….…..................................658519  
 Chirk Surgery……………………………….……………...………...……………………………………...........................................772434  
 Plas Ffynnon Medical Centre, Middleton Road, Oswestry - Appointments & Enquiries:……......................655844     
 Repeat Prescriptions:……...........................655538 Shropdoc……………………………………………..…….08444 068888 

Hospitals 

 Chirk Community Hospital, John’s Street, Chirk…………………………………………………......................................772430  

 Princess Royal Hospital, Apley Castle, Telford.................................................................................01952 641222 

 Robert Jones & Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital, Gobowen…………………………………................................404000 

 Royal Shrewsbury Hospital, Mytton Oak Road, Shrewsbury...………………………….............................01743 261000  

 Shropshire Nuffield........................01743 817144 Wrexham Maelor Hospital.............................01978291100 

Schools, Playgroup and College 

 Gobowen All Rounders.….………………………………..…………..……………………...……............................................653147  

 Gobowen Primary   Head Teacher: Mrs. L. Luke……………...........……………..........................661343 

 Marches School    Head Teacher: Mrs. S. Longville……………………………...........................664400 

 Selattyn School    Head Teacher: Ms. C. Morgan………...……………………..........................659744 

 St. Martins School   Principal: Ms. S. Lovecy................…………………...….............................776500 

 Sure Start Children’s Centre, School Lane, Gobowen…………………………………………....................................655121  

 Walford & North Shropshire College, Oswestry…………...……………………………………....................................688000  

Churches 

 All Saints.….…………………………………………………………………………………………....................................................661226  
 Gobowen Methodist.………………………………………………………………………………................................................672946  
 Our Lady & Saint Oswald’s Catholic Church………………………………………………………………………………..............652248   
 Preeshenlle United Reformed Church.…………………………………………………………………………………..................658016
 St Mary’s Church, Selattyn………………:……………………………………………………………….......................................661226  

Police 

Local Police……............................………………...................101 PC Kate Le’Clere..........................................07792 774024 

Reporting Crime Disorder (non-emergency)…………………………………………………….........................................0300 333 3000 

Veterinary Surgeries 

Border Veterinary Centre, Maesbury Road, Oswestry…………………………………………………..........................................670395  

Park Issa Veterinary Hospital, Salop Road, Oswestry…………………………………………………….........................................670067  

Travel 

Arriva Midlands North-Oswestry Depot........0871 2002233 Community Rail Officer………………...........................772784 

Gobowen Station…………............................................................................................................................................681010     

National Rail Enquiries for long distance travel (local call charge)……………………………...................................08457 484950 

Owens Coaches...………………......................................................................................................................................652126 

General 

Age Concern………….........................................................................................................................................01743 233123 
Citizens Advice Bureau, 34 Arthur Street, Oswestry……………………………………………........................................08444 991100  

Child Health Centre, Victoria Road, Oswestry..........653313 Community Meals....................................................682683 

Dial-a-Ride:….............................................................671571    Gobowen Allotments...............................................682683 

Gobowen Library—Mon, Fri: 2pm-5pm, Tues: 10am-1pm, 2pm-7pm, Thurs: 10am-1pm, 2pm-5pm 

      Sat: 10am-1pm……………...………………..........................................................................................653388  

Gobowen Pharmacy……………………………...................652377 Gobowen Post Office………………..............................658814 

Helpmates:……..........................................................656882 Oswestry Leisure Centre, Shrewsbury Road……......677150 

Qube.........................................................................656882 R.S.P.C.A………………………...............................08705 555999 

Signature Smiles Dental Practice………………..............662719 Shopmobility:…........................................................656882 

Shropshire Council (General Enquiries)………0345 678 9000 Social Services Dept (North Area)……...........01743 253911 
Volunteer Bureau:……................................................................................................................................................670021 


