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Advertisements 
If you would like to advertise in the next edition of the Parish Roundabout please send your  

information to Amy Gregory (contact details above) with a cheque made payable to ‘Selattyn and Gobowen Parish 
Council’ by 1st May 2016. We accept written details, Word documents or jpeg format. It costs £50 for an eighth of a 
page, £75 for half a page and £100 for a full page a year. The Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Roundabout is published 4 

times a year and distributed to 1700 homes in the area. 
 

Contributions 
We always welcome contributions from people living in the parish. If you’d like to air your views on a  

particular subject or have a photograph or piece of artwork on the cover then please get in touch with the Parish Clerk 
(see contact details above). Articles submitted as “Word” files should be formatted for XP software or earlier. The  

deadline for the next issue (Summer) is 1st May 2016. 
 

Statutory Disclaimer 
All articles and advertisements are published in good faith. Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council cannot check all details 

in the articles and any views expressed may not necessarily reflect those of the council. Neither can we be held  
responsible for the actions of any advertisers now or in the future. 

Parish Council Meetings 
 

 Parish Council meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month except August when there is no meeting.  
Details of agendas and minutes of previous meetings can be viewed on the Council’s website  

www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk. Current agendas are also posted on the parish notice boards in Selattyn bus shelter, 
outside the Library on St Martins Road, outside the Co-op on Station Road in Gobowen, and outside  

The Last Inn in Hengoed. 

Your Council Members’ Contact Numbers 

Ian Bennett ...........................................................................................................................................655812 
Percy Cherrington  ................................................................................................................................650025 
Sue Crow (Chairman) ...........................................................................................................................655385 
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Paul Drury .............................................................................................................................................654325 
Huw Ellis (Vice Chairman) ....................................................................................................................650450 
Craig Emery ...........................................................................................................................................661779 
Sara Heap ..............................................................................................................................................661491 
Ron Jones ..............................................................................................................................................777611 
Linda Lindup .........................................................................................................................................679424 
David Lloyd MBE (Shropshire Unitary Councillor) ..............................................................................661315 
Robert Macey  (Shropshire Unitary Councillor) ..................................................................................662615 
Erica Morgan ........................................................................................................................................680277 
Simon Westwood-Bate .................................................................. swb.gobowenparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Steve West-Wynn .................................................................................................................................657762 

 

Parish Contact Details (office hours apply) 
Parish Clerk (including burial enquiries):  
Amy Gregory, Hawthorne Cottage, Porthywaen, SY10 8LX .............................................................. 829571 
E-mail: parishclerksg@gmail.com ......................................... ...................www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 
Assistant to the Parish Clerk (Playing Field & Pavilion Bookings):   
Nigel Thomas ............................................................................................................................ 07906 468460 
E-mail: leisureattendant@yahoo.co.uk 

Cover image: Hands Off Old Oswestry Hillfort campaigners on 14th February 2016 © Alistair Reid 

mailto:swb.gobowenparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Chairman’s Report 
The Council welcomed our new Clerk, Amy who is 
doing a great job and is settling in well.  In fact she 
has set up a new website for us (Shropshire    
Council decided to discontinue the previous site – 
one of their cutbacks). Please take a look at   
www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk/ 
 The most difficult decision that the Council 
has made this year is to set the budget for 
2016/17. Councillors went through it item by item.  
Unfortunately we were unable to fund Christmas 
decorations and a Christmas tree that we had 
been asked to consider by members of the public, 
though it was decided to look into the cost before 
the next budget when it will be considered again. 
It was agreed to fund a flower container for      
Selattyn and after a great deal of discussion to give 
£5,000 to fund the library.  
 Elections for Police and Crime                
Commissioners will be on Thursday the 5th of May 
2016. Please make sure that you have a vote by 
contacting Shropshire Council. 
 The flower containers at the station are 
very colourful, many thanks to Severn Dee.   
 Christmas has been and gone but I must 
mention the wonderful Christmas lights on the 
cottage, last on the left going towards Weston 
Rhyn from  Hengoed  - ABSOLUTELY WONDER-
FUL!! Thank you to the home owners.  
 Easter will soon be here, perhaps the   
children would enjoy a visit to Erddig, Chirk Castle 
or Park Hall Farm for an Easter Egg Hunt and a 
picnic?  
 Please get in touch with any suggestion or 
problems you may have.  We are happy to receive 
articles for inclusion in this magazine. 
Kind regards, 

Sue Crow (Chairman) 
 
2016/17 Budget 
At the budget meeting held on 28.1.16 the Parish 
Council set its annual budget and precept.  
 Councillors were keen not to increase  
existing hire fees for the pavilion, allotment rents 
and community meals costs, however, in line with 
previous years the burial charges at Hengoed 
Cemetery have increased slightly. These increases 
will be applied from 1st April. As you will be aware, 
Shropshire Council’s budget is reducing and the 

way in which it delivers services is changing. A 
budget reduction for the library service is at £1.3m 
which means that the budget available for     
Gobowen library will not be sufficient to deliver 
the service in the current way. Shropshire Council 
have been seeking local solutions to these        
challenges that will result in a sustainable, if    
altered library service that meet residents needs 
and enables further activities to take place to suit 
the locality. As a result, for the new financial year, 
the Parish Council has made provision in its expen-
diture budget to support the project for the next 
12 months with a contribution of £5000. As a  
result, Councillors had to take the difficult decision 
to increase the precept for 2016/17 to £77500 
which will equate to an annual council tax increase 
of £3.01 for a Band D property. This increase 
means that the council will not have to cut any 
services it currently offers to residents which in-
clude, maintenance of the pavilion and playing 
field, management of Hengoed Cemetery,       
management of Gobowen allotments and upkeep 
10 bus shelters and over 150 streetlights in the 
parish.  
 Councillors considered all suggestions and 
recommendations for items to be included within 
the budget and of particular note was the        
suggestion for Christmas decorations in the Parish. 
This was given much consideration and due to        
complexity of installation, health and safety     
compliancy and also the cost, this will be investi-
gated and researched further this year, with a 
view to considering it again for inclusion in the 
2017/18 budget. 
 A full version of the 2016/17 budget can 
be found on the Parish Council website - http://
selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk/2016-17/ 
 
Gobowen Pavilion and Playing 
Field Booking Details 
Gobowen Pavilion is ideal for a variety of events 
including meetings, children’s parties, social     
gatherings, training sessions and sporting events. 
Features include padded folding chairs, folding 
tables, full Wi-Fi access, central heating, a water 
boiler, a fridge/freezer, cups, plates and cutlery, 
an overhead projector, a wipe board, washing 
facilities. The building is wheelchair accessible, it 
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has 4 showers, toilets, parking for 18 vehicles and 
the area is monitored by CCTV. 
 The cost for the main hall with kitchen and 
access to toilets is just £10 per hour. For further 
details and a booking form, please contact either 
Amy Gregory, Parish Clerk, Selattyn & Gobowen 
Parish Council on 01691 829571, email          
parishclerksg@gmail.com or Nigel Thomas,      
Assistant to the Parish Clerk, Selattyn & Gobowen 
Parish   Council on 07906 468 460 (office hours 
apply). 
 If you wish to use the playing field for an 
activity / event, this is free of charge but you do 
need to go through the booking process to ensure 
it is not already booked on that day or that main-
tenance work is not due to take place. If you wish 
to book the playing field, please use the contact 
details listed above. 
 
Parking at the Gobowen Pavilion 
Please can we remind parishioners and visitors to 
the parish that there is ample parking available at 
the Gobowen Pavilion. The Car Park is accessible 
at all times and is monitored by CCTV. Parking in 
and around Gobowen is limited so if you are    
attending an event at the school or maybe a club 
at the Church, please consider parking at the    
Pavilion and utilising the space available.  
 
Community Meals Project 
With the dedication of a group of committed   
volunteers, the Parish Council is able to support 
the older residents of the Parish by running the 
community meals project. Hot meals are delivered 
every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at the cost of 
£4 a day and include a main meal and a pudding. 
As the meals are provided by the hospital a range 
of diets can be catered for. If you know of anyone 
who would benefit from this service, please     
contact the Parish Clerk (contact details on      
page 2). 
 
Streetlights 
If you see a streetlight that is not working or    
burning during the day please report it to the   
Parish Clerk and if it is owned by the Parish Council 
we will arrange to have it repaired as soon as         
possible. As we do not undertake routine patrols 
of streetlights we do reply on the public to report 

any issues. There are stickers on each of the 
streetlights owned by the Parish Council so, where 
possible, if you can quote the reference number 
on the streetlight when reporting it, it will help us 
to locate the light for repair. 
 
Welcome to the new Parish Clerk 
In mid-December we welcomed Amy Gregory to 
the position of Parish Clerk. Amy previously 
worked as a Marketing and PR Manager and had 
prior experience working as a Parish Clerk for 
Llanyblodwel Parish Council. Her contact details 
can be found on page 2.  

 
Caldwell Gardens 
A new development of 22 homes has been      
completed in Gobowen.  
 Caldwell Gardens, a mixture of bungalows, 
houses and apartments, is a development on the 
site of the Old Coal Yard, who have made best use 
of the site by providing 22 new affordable homes 
for the community.  
 The new homes were started in January 
last year and consist of four two-bed bungalows, 
two wheelchair-user bungalows, eight one-bed      
apartments, five two-bed houses and three houses 
with three bedrooms.  
 The homes were handed over to the Trust 
and their new residents on Thursday last week.  
Alan Mason, Clerk of Works for the Trust, said: 
"This is a great site providing a good number of 
affordable, quality, energy-efficient homes. It's a 
pleasure to hand them over to the residents who 
we know will have a great place to call home." 
David Howell, Managing Director of Primoris 
Homes, said: "From concept to completion the 
whole process of developing and constructing the 
homes at Caldwell Gardens, with The Wrekin 
Housing Trust, has been an absolute pleasure. We 
have managed to build the homes on time and on 
budget and they provide a lovely environment in 
which to live." 

Wrekin Housing Trust 
 
Sure Start Children’s Centres  
Gobowen Family Support Drop-in 
Situated next to Gobowen All Rounders in the 
former Sure Start building at Gobowen Primary 
School, the centre is open every Monday from 
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9.00 – 9.30 am. 
 We offer informal Family Support available 
with one of our Children’s Centre Support      
Workers. You can find out about... 
 Parenting and child behaviour 
 Sleep issues 
 Child development and early education 
 Children with additional needs 
 Financial or benefit issues 
 Housing 
 Worries about drugs or alcohol 
 Home safety 
And lots more...! 
For further information please contact Sure Start 
Children’s Centres on 01691 656513 or visit our 
site at www.shropshire.gov.uk/childcentres 
 Please ‘like’ our parent-led Facebook page 
‘Sure Start Oswestry Children’s Centre Keep in 
touch with us and find out what’s on. 

Sure Start 
 
Green Room Youth Project Needs 
Your Help 
At a recent Annual General Meeting of The Green 
Room Youth Project it was agreed that despite the 
weekly sessions being well attended and the need 
for continuing, there is a reducing number of   
people able to support the sessions. Chairman 
Paul Drury said in his address to the group: "We 
have all worked together to make sure the group 
has been meeting for 4 years and in all that time 
there has not been anyone in the community  
coming forward to assist us. We cannot continue 
with the committee we have and will look at some 
other ways of supporting young people." 
 In the short term young people have the 
opportunity to attend the Monday games session 
at the Pavilion whilst the Green Room Youth    
Project look for other people to support the young 
people. Have you the skills needed to support 
either the committee or perhaps volunteer for 2 
hours on a Wednesday evening? If you would like 
t o  h e a r  m o r e  a b o u t  w h a t ’ s  i n -
volved  telephone  Julie on 07977108071 
or email greenroomgobowen@live.co.uk. 
 The Silo Youth Opportunity Fund has 
funded the project over the past 4 years and is 
committed to supporting youth activities in the 
village. Julie can also provide contact information 

to groups or individuals.  
Gobowen Green Room Youth Project Committee 

 
Make the Switch Campaign  
The Connecting Shropshire roll-out has put 45,000 
homes and businesses within reach of a fibre 
broadband service. To date, only around 20% of 
those premises that are able to connect to the 
new fibre optic network have actually chosen to 
do so. It is thought that this is partly because    
people wrongly assume that, once fibre         
broadband has been “switched on” in their area, 
they’ll automatically get faster speeds without 
having to do anything. That is not the case.  
 To help explain the process, Connecting 
Shropshire have launched a campaign explaining 
how to make the switch to fibre broadband:  
Step 1  
Check availability - confirm that fibre broadband is 
available to your property by using our online 
checker at: www.connectingshropshire.co.uk/
when-and-where/.  
Step 2  
Find the best deal – It is recommended that you 
shop around to get the best deal for you by using a 
comparison website, such as: www.cable.co.uk/
connectingshropshire/.  
Step 3  
Place your order - contact your chosen internet 
service provider to place your order. Be sure to 
mention that it is fibre broadband you want.  
Further information is available at: 
www.connectingshropshire.co.uk 

Shropshire Council 
  
Gobowen Playing Field 
Users are kindly reminded to abide by the        
following regulations when using this parish     
facility: 
 Dogs on leads only. Please keep your dogs 

away from play equipment. 
 Clean up after your dog. 
 No powered bikes, horse riding or golf. 
 No alcohol. 
 No fires. 
Please help us to keep the playing field tidy by 
using the letter bins. These guidelines are         
displayed on the outer wall of the Pavilion. 

Assistant to the Parish Clerk 



 

6 

G o b o w e n  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  

  

W e all really like our school,     

especially our big playgroup with 

the trim trail and the football 

pitch at the back. However we would like to 

make it even better and so we have come up 

with a plan. We have school houses called 

Henlle, Perry, Rhewl, Bryn and Castell. Each 

house has a mixture of all of the different 

year groups. The houses have planned to 

improve one area of the playground each 

and raise the money themselves to do it.  

 

 Perry would like to build a stage that 

opens up as a sandpit and underneath they 

are going to be hosting the ‘Tiger Tea 

Rooms’, selling tea, coffee and hot      

chocolate after school.  

 Henlle have recently decided to hold 

a cake sale, which will go towards an       

outdoor reading corner.  

 Bryn held a school disco to help pay 

towards painting the big long wall and     

installing games on it.  

 Castell would like a ball/water wall in 

school and have just had a table top sale 

selling books, toys and games.  

 Rhewl are going to be building a   

bottle green house on site and have been 

very enterprising by making and selling 

bracelets and key rings to order.  

 

We hope that you will be able to come along 

to our summer fair and see some of these 

new things for yourself once they are    

finished and if you would like to help with 

any of the projects then please get in touch 

on 01691 661343 or drop in.  

 

Thank you Llinos and Cassie, Oak class.  

Scout Group 

The Cub Section are celebrating 100 years this 

year, Baden-Powell started this in Dec. 1916 after 
the younger brothers of the Scout wanted to join, 

so the Wolf Cub as they were then known was 

started. We in Gobowen are hoping to hold a   

Family Camp to celebrate this event, and possibly 
nearer December to try and contact all                  

ex-Gobowen Cubs to a celebration. 

 

Beavers 
Matthew Goodes and Chris Astbury have both 

achieved their Bronze Chief Scout Award, which is 

the highest award for Beavers, quite an        

achievement! 

Cubs 

Ed Astbury and Lily Reade have both achieved 

their Silver Chief Scout Award, again the highest 

award for Cubs! 

Scouts 

David Jones has achieved his Gold Chief Scout 

Award, again the highest award for Scouts! 

 
All of these will be invited to go along in March to 

a Presentation Evening at Shrewsbury Football 

Club. 

  

Preeshenlle United Reformed Church 

Our 'Fun & Friendship' group continues to meet on 

a Thursday evening at 6.15, from aged 6 upwards, 

we have a variety of activities and crafts, and even 
a Talent Show. 

Women's Fellowship meet on a Tuesday afternoon, 

at 2.30pm when we have a variety of speakers 
coming along to entertain us, - a very pleasant 

afternoon. 

Our Singing Group meet on a Monday evening at 

7.00pm again we have an enjoyable hour of friend-

ship and singing. 

Do you live on your own? Would you like a 2 

course meal and some company and chat?  Well 

every fortnight we have a Luncheon Club, meeting 
at 12.00 for a hot main course, and home made 

'puds'. 

Our Easter Fayre/Ploughman's is on Sat. 12th 

March from 11.00am. There are Easter crafts for 
children, various stalls, including jams, books, 

tombola, nearly new, jewellery and a visit from the 

'Easter Bunny', so come along and get an Easter 

egg from the bunny. 
If you are interested in any of the above, please 

phone 01691 658016. 
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Bryn y Castell Coppice Conservation 

Group Annual Report 2015 

 

M 
ike McKenna took over as Chairman of 

the Bryn y Castell Coppice Conserva-

tion Group (BYCCCG) from Miles 
Ambridge in November 2014.  Miles was the   

driving force behind the Group and deserves the 

gratitude of the whole community for his vision 

and personal commitment to improving the      
Coppice, our local greenspace.  

 

 During 2014/15, the Group continued to 

focus on conserving and improving conditions for 

woodland and wildlife.  Access improved in     

February with the construction of a wooden bridge 

by Shropshire Council over the so-called „dry 

ditch‟.  Health and Safety issues were addressed by 
felling dangerous trees and wearing high-visibility 

jackets.  Nesting boxes were put in place.  The 

access steps received a further dressing of stone, 

courtesy of the Shropshire Greenspace Officer. The 
Groups activities were advertised at the Big Local 

Community Event, at the Rose Queen Fete and in 

Gobowen Primary School with a library display.  A 

new member joined the Group. 
 

 External factors were prominent in 2015, 

making the Group‟s work more difficult. Signifi-

cantly less rain during the previous two years   
allowed waterlogged wetland to dry-out. Quiet, 

well-preserved areas became criss-crossed with 

new paths.  Incomprehensible acts of vandalism 
changed markedly the natural cover that existed 

earlier. Saplings were sawn, broken or pulled-up.  

After April, a series of large overnight fires and 

attempts to destroy mature trees caused involve-

ment of Fire Brigade and Police.  These difficulties 

were well publicised.   

   

 The Group of volunteers now has much 
work to do to try to restore damage. More frequent, 

monthly work sessions will help.  In future, apart 

from coppicing, trimming, planting, sowing and 

clearing the ever-present litter, we hope to stir  
support among local young people by offering 

activity days and project work, in the form of   

opportunities to survey plant and wildlife.  More 

volunteers would be warmly welcomed to help 
with this. On a positive note, the Group‟s work 

bore fruit last year, particularly along the edge of 

the   access road where wild flower seeding was 

successful and drew much favourable comment.  

Shrubs planted during the year flourished where 
undisturbed. New hedging along the access-road 

banking developed into a vibrant growth.   

 

 Nature has a habit of bouncing back.  It 
was reassuring to note frogs, woodpeckers,      

buzzards, tree-creepers and many smaller birds.  

The Coppice is a fertile nature reserve on our  

doorstep, which we can all enjoy and encourage.  
The Group is still hoping to find that rare creature 

or plant that makes the Coppice special.  

 

Bryn-y-Castell Coppice Conservation Committee 

Basic Broadband Subsidy Scheme  

T 
he Government has committed to giving 
access to 2Mbps download speed (a 
basic broadband service) to every prem-

ises in the UK from the end of 2015.  
 As part of this commitment Connecting 
Shropshire, in conjunction with Broadband      
Delivery UK (BDUK), is making available the option 
of a subsidised satellite broadband connection for 
eligible premises.  
 The Basic Broadband Subsidy Scheme  
provides support towards the cost of the installa-
tion of a satellite broadband connection so that a 
basic broadband service can be purchased for a 
first year cost of no more than £400 (taking     
account of any up-front costs and the 12 month 
service charges). The scheme can also be used to 
access more expensive packages with higher 
speeds and/or greater monthly data allowances.  
 You will only be eligible if your premises 
has access to download speeds of less than 
2Mbps. Likewise, if you are likely to benefit from 
superfast broadband within 12 months of your 
application, you may not wish to enter into a   
minimum 12 month contract with a satellite 
broadband service provider under the scheme, 
and may prefer to wait until superfast broadband 
becomes available to you.  
 Further details about the scheme can be 
found at:  
 
w ww .c onne ct ingshropshire .c o.uk /bas ic -
broadband-subsidy-scheme/ 

Shropshire Council 
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News from Old Oswestry  

Hillfort 
 

1. SAMDev 

 Despite objections from Oswestry 

Town Council, Selattyn and Gobowen Parish    

Council and the thousands of folk who signed 

the petition OSW004 remains within the 

SAMDev as a favoured site for 117 dwellings, 

the Inspector having given overriding weight 

to the conditional support from Historic     

England.  OSW004 is one of three sites put 

forward for development around Old         

Oswestry, and is just over the parish border 

within town council bounds. It is the furthest 

from the hillfort, adjacent to Whittington 

Road.   However it is very much part of the    

heritage setting of Old Oswestry and Hands 

off Old Oswestry Hillfort (HOOOH) continue 

to fight for it to remain unbuilt for many   

reasons mainly concerned with its             

archaeological importance.  Ironically the Iron 

Age display in the new Shrewsbury Museum 

use an artist view from here towards the     

hillfort to illustrate what an Iron Age farming 

landscape would have looked like 2500 years 

ago (which just goes to show how important 

Old Oswestry is). HOOOH do not believe that 

the other two sites at Old Port farm and close 

to Jasmine Gardens will be safe either       

because they remain within the developers 

„master plan‟ and are currently shown on the 

website of their planning agent J10. HOOOH 

will continue to campaign, and I will keep 

you posted with ways you can get involved.   

 

2. Hillfort Hug weekend 

 Last year HOOOH held a „Hug the           

Hillfort‟ event up on Old Oswestry,        

which was greatly enjoyed by everyone who 

participated so this year they decided to hold 

another Hug on Valentine‟s Day and also run 

art and music events and another archaeology 

seminar in Oswestry over the weekend.  This 

year there was quite a lot of media coverage 

from local press and TV and we all managed 

to surround the top rampart for aerial photos.  

If you haven‟t seen it yet the art and jewellery 

inspired by the hillfort is on display in the 

Heritage Centre until April 4th then at the  

Willow Gallery from April 23rd to May 21st.  

The BBC news report on the hug is here 

https://www.facebook.com/midlandstoday/

videos/10153905036579761/?hc_location=ufi 

 If you came up on the hillfort for the 

Hug you might well spot yourself amongst the 

many photographs on HOOOH‟s Facebook 

page which is also the main point of contact 

with HOOOH news and events. 

 In brief, new interesting facts which 

were presented by the archaeologists at the 

Seminar included evidence for Iron Age 

routeways running between the Wrekin     

hillfort and past Old Oswestry northwards, 

with another route crossing at Oswestry,   

running from Llanymynech across to      

Whittington and the east.  When the recent 

archaeological finds for   Shropshire are    

plotted out on a map there are two noticeable 

clusters for some of the more valuable finds 

around Wroxeter (Roman site near      

Shrewsbury) and around Oswestry.   Caroline 

Malim presented an interesting hypothesis for 
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G o b o w e n  Y o u t h   
S e s s i o n s  

 

L 
ocal social enterprise Fusion Arts 
have been delivering youth sessions 
at Gobowen Pavilion on Monday 

nights from 5-7pm since November 2015.  
 They have been providing a range 
of activities, including new gen consoles 
such as X box one and PS4 for gaming 
sessions. Sessions continue throughout 
the Spring, so everyone is welcome. The 
entry fee is £1 and refreshments are   
available to those who attend. 
 Fusion Arts also run a number of 
different services in Oswestry such as  
music groups and a recording studio for 
any aspiring musicians. As well as this 
Fusion Arts also provide regular sessions 
in St Martins on Saturday evenings.  

 
Contact 01691 677170 for more  

information. 

a sacred landscape in the area including Old 

Oswestry and Whittington Iron Age forts, 

which it was suggested gave rise to the many 

legends around here, such as the Whittington 

Grail and Sir Percival, and the Giant Ogyrfan 

whose daughter Guinevere married King   

Arthur.  New evidence for  training use during 

WW1 includes recent ly discovered            

photographs and a geophysical survey       

undertaken for the developers which has only 

recently been publicly released where the 

characteristic zig zag pattern of trenches is 

clearly seen running across OSW004.  

 

3. Griff’s Great Britain 

 Old Oswestry featured in the eighth 

and final episode of “Griff‟s Great Britain” 

dedicated to the „Borders‟. The programme 

aired on ITV1 on February 22 at 8pm.  Griff 

Rhys Jones met children and campaigners on 

the Hillfort back in August, and helped make 

banners now on display in Oswestry‟s       

Hermon arts centre. 

 As you can see a lot has been happen-

ing   recently which I have only briefly men-

tioned here, and there will be more coming 

soon. In the words of English Heritage Old 

Oswestry is „One of the greatest archaeologi-

cal monuments of the nation‟. Aren‟t we 

lucky to have it sitting on our doorstep? 

Maggie Rowlands 

Do you have a medical condition which prevents 
you from using other forms of transport? 
If you are registered with a GP in Shropshire or 
Telford and Wrekin and have been referred for a 
hospital or another medical appointment, you 
might be eligible for help with non-emergency 
patient transport (NEPT.) 
 To find out if you are eligible, please call: 
01743 762650. The NEPT service in Shropshire, 
Telford and Wrekin is provided by Medical       
Services. 
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Shropshire Council’s  

Big Conversation 
 

The first view of the high level results from 

Shropshire Council‟s Big Conversation     

survey have now been collated. 

 

We‟ve had a fantastic response, with a total of 

2,271 people and organisations taking part in 

the survey until it closed on 6 January 2016. I 

would like to thank everyone who has taken 

the time to tell us what services they feel are 

important to them and how we can meet the 

financial challenges ahead. 

 

This survey is the first phase of a five-year 

conversation the council wants to have with 

Shropshire people to ask them what council 

services are most important to them, and what 

they can do to help and make the remaining 

resources it has go further. 

 

The survey asked people about the council 

service areas they thought were the most   

important to protect from reductions in spend-

ing.   The results shown below indicate that 

protecting vulnerable children is considered 

the most important service area to protect 

from reductions in spending, followed by  

education and supporting older people and 

vulnerable adults. Protecting vulnerable    

children and education are regarded as being 

roughly twice as important as employment 

services, and three times as important as 

health and housing services. 

 

1. Vulnerable Children – fostering and adop-

tion, support for Looked After Children,   

ensuring children remain safe from harm. 

 

2. Education – schools and educational     

services. 

 

3. Older people and vulnerable adults – to 

help them live independently and enhance 

their quality of life. 

 

4. Environment – waste collection and recy-

cling services and maintaining and protecting 

Shropshire‟s green spaces and countryside. 

 

5. Transport – maintaining roads, public  

transport, schools transport services and    

concessionary travel. 

 

6. Employment – helping people gain        

employment, access to education and support 

for economic development and investment 

into Shropshire. 

 

7. Leisure – libraries, cultural, tourism and 

outdoor recreation services. 

 

8. Housing – such as supported housing and 

planning services. 

 

9. Health – healthier lifestyles and services to 

help prevent ill health. 

 

10. Running the Council – overseeing       

services that manage Shropshire Council‟s 

budget, buildings and Council staff. 

 

11. Safety – regulation and protection for 

businesses and consumers as well as         

communities. 

 

12. Births, deaths and marriages – registra-

tion, coroners and inquests and bereavements. 
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The Big Conversation survey also asked about 

ways of making savings and delivering     

services: 

 

77% of respondents agree or strongly agree 

that the Council should combine services with 

other councils and public sector organisa-

tions.  Just one in ten (10% disagree). 

 

53% of respondents agree or strongly agree 

with investing in IT to reduce staff costs.  A 

fifth (21%) of respondents disagree. 

 

Some 62% of respondents generally agree that 

Shropshire Council should protect some     

services and cut back others in order to make 

savings, whilst 17% disagree. 

 

Residents were asked their views around 

working with active communities: 

 

Some 61% of respondents agree that      

Shropshire Council should make more use of 

local residents and volunteers to deliver    

services in order to make savings – whilst 

only 22% disagree. 

 

71% of respondents agree that communities 

should be enabled to do more for them-

selves.  Some 12% of respondents disagree. 

 

32% of respondents are willing, or very    

willing, to contribute through participation or 

volunteering.  Only 15% stated they are not 

willing to do so. 

 

Respondents were also asked about locally 

raised income: 

 

More than 55% of respondents agree that fees 

should be increased so that the costs of some 

services are largely paid for by the direct user. 

 

49% of respondents agree with raising     

Council Tax compared to 34% who dis-

agree.  15% of respondents identified that 

they neither agree nor disagree with increas-

ing Council Tax. 

 

Nearly a third (30%) of respondents to the 

survey stated that they would like to be      

involved in further engagement through focus 

groups and workshops during January and 

February 2016. 

 

It‟s been really encouraging to see so many 

local people and organisations from across a 

wide spread of geographic and social        

economic backgrounds, taking part.  Although 

we are still analysing the results of the survey, 

initial findings highlight where we need to go 

and explore further. 

 

I will keep everyone updated on our progress 

and continue to encourage people to get     

involved in the Big Conversation to help us 

take forward the financial strategy and budget 

proposals for the next 4 years.  Feedback will 

also inform the development of the next stage 

of the Big Conversation which will run from 

April 2016 for the coming years. 

 

For more information about the Big Conver-

sation you can visit www.shropshire.gov.uk/

bigconversation<http://

www.shropshire.gov.uk/bigconversation or 

email: bigconversation@shropshire.gov.uk 

 

Shropshire Council 
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Clubs & Organisations 
Mon 9.00-9.30am Gobowen Family Support Drop-In Gobowen Primary School 656513 

Mon 9.00-11.00am Stay & Play Session Gobowen Primary School 655121 

Mon 12.00pm Lunch Club (once every month) All Saint’s Church Hall 659674 

Mon 1.45pm ‘Sparklers’ Pre-school 
(2nd Mon of the month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 672983 

Mon 5.00-7.00pm Fusion Arts Gobowen Youth Sessions Gobowen Pavilion 677170 

Mon 7.30pm Selattyn Woodturning Club (Every 2nd Mon 
of month) 

Oaklands 661500 

Tue 9.30-11.00am O.A.S.H.G. T'ai Chi Gobowen Scout Hall 656321 

Tue 10.30-11.30am Time to Listen  Gobowen Library 653388 

Tue 6.00-7.15pm Beavers Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Tue 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship Preeshenlle United  
Reform Church 

658016 

Tue 6.00-7.30pm 1st Gobowen Girls Brigade Christ Church, Oswestry 680708 

Tue 7.00pm Women’s Institute 
(1st Tue of month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 656914 

Tue 7.30-9.00pm Kempo Karate Gobowen Scout Hall 777463 

Wed 2.00-5.00pm Indoor Bowls All Saint’s Church Hall 661648 

Wed 2.00-5.00pm Gobowen Short-mat Bowling Club All Saint’s Church Hall 661648 

Wed 6.30-8.30pm The Green Room Youth Club (during term 
time & not on 2nd Weds of the month) 

Gobowen Pavilion 659891 

Wed 7.15pm Karate All Saint’s Church Hall 652095 

Thu  Phoenix Group (formerly W.I.) 
(2nd Thu of month) 

The Cross Keys  
Function Room, Selattyn 

 

Thu 10.00am-12.00pm Gobowen I.T. Project 
(term time only) 

Gobowen Pavilion 07736 
417471 

Thu 1.00-2.45pm Stay & Play Session Gobowen Primary School 655121 

Thu 2.30pm Mothers’ Union (4th Thu of month) All Saint’s Church Hall 659674 

Thu 4.00pm Gobowen Old Friends Association 
(every 3rd Thu of month) 

All Saint’s Church Hall 650502 

Thu 7.30pm Salsa Dancing Classes (fortnightly) The Last Inn, Hengoed 659747 
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Thu 7.30-10.00pm Crazy Boots Line Dancing Club Gobowen Working Men’s 
Club 

830179 

Thu 7.30pm Orthopaedic Male Voice Choir Orthopaedic Hospital 682727 

Thu 7.30pm Ladies’ Guild (2nd Thu of month) All Saint’s Church Hall 650516 

Fri 9.00-10.30am Little Badgers Selattyn School Hall 659744 

Fri 5.45-7.30pm Cubs Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Fri 7.30-9.00pm Selattyn Youth Club Selattyn School Hall 690511 

Fri 7.45-9.30pm Scouts Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Fri 8.00-9.30pm Explorer Scouts Gobowen Scout Hall 658016 

Sat 2.00-4.30pm Gobowen Celtic Football Club 
(various home matches) 

Gobowen Playing Field 
Gobowen 

 

Sun 11.00am Gobowen Youth Football Club 
(various home matches) 

Gobowen Playing Field 
Gobowen 

 

Sun  Contact the Elderly Various locations 0121 603 

If there are any changes to the arrangement of these Clubs & Organisations please contact the Assistant to the Parish 
Clerk via email (details on page 2) to keep the information printed here as up to date as possible. 

Diary of Events 
13th April ‘16 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 

 

5th May ‘16 7.00am-
10.00pm 

Police & Crime Commissioner 
Election 

The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road &  
All Saint’s Church Hall, Old Chirk Road,  

Gobowen 

11th May ‘16 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting The Pavilion, St. Martin’s Road, Gobowen 
(tbc) 

8th June ‘16 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting Selattyn School, Selattyn  

Are you sugar smart? 

Do you know how much sugar you're really eating? 'Every day, without realising, we’re ALL 
having too much added sugar. You’d be surprised at the amount of added sugar lurking in   

everyday food and drink - and it builds up quickly over the day.' 

Change4Life have produced a new app to help you see how much sugar you're really eating. 
The app allows you to scan the barcode on food packaging at home or in the shops. You can 

then see the number of sugar cubes that are contained in your food or drink. 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwMjAxLjU0NTQ4NzYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDIwMS41NDU0ODc2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjYwMjk3JmVtYWlsaWQ9YWxjQHNocm9wc2hpcmUuZ292LnVrJnVzZXJpZD1hbGNAc2hyb3BzaGly
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwMjAxLjU0NTQ4NzYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDIwMS41NDU0ODc2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjYwMjk3JmVtYWlsaWQ9YWxjQHNocm9wc2hpcmUuZ292LnVrJnVzZXJpZD1hbGNAc2hyb3BzaGly
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The Three Parishes Big Local Partnership would like to say a big 
“THANK YOU” to all the Community Groups and individuals who 
helped us with enveloping and delivering our 2016 calendars,        
particularly Gobowen Scout Group, Gobowen WI and 1stGobowen 
Rainbows.   We have had some very positive feedback from local  
people and we hope that you are all finding the calendar useful.  We 
have a few calendars left over – if you would like any additional    
calendars, please contact our Co-ordinator, Bridget. 

Last autumn, we reported in The Roundabout that 
the Three Parishes Big Local Partnership had 
awarded a grant of £5,000 to the local Community 
First Responders towards the cost of replacing the 
car that they use to provide this valuable service to 
our communities.  The new car is now on the road – 
look out for it in our area! 
 
On Saturday 23rd January, we held our first           
community event of 2016, The Big Chat.  Thank you 

to everyone who came along, took part in the activities, left feedback and ideas for the Partnership, and 
enjoyed the free tea and cake!  We have to re-write our plan this summer and we will be using your feed-
back and ideas when we develop the plan. 
 
If you weren’t able to attend the Big Chat and take part in our consultation about how Big Local money 
will be spent in the Three Parishes area from September 2016, you can still let us have your ideas and 
feedback by either contacting our Co-ordinator, Bridget, or by filling in one of the feedback cards that will 
be available at Gobowen Library throughout the month of March. 
 
Our ‘Design an Afternoon tea menu’ was a huge success with over 150 entries received in total; over 100 
of these were from the age 6-11 age category!  The sheer number and quality of the entries showed that 
we have many local people who can be very creative.  The prize winners in each category were:  
 
Age 5 and under: 1st   Demi Harris  2nd Izzy Heathcock 
Age 6 – 11  1st   Amy Elliot   2nd Mollie Edge  3rd Katy Laraway 
Age 12 +  1st    Val Williamson 
 
Congratulations to all the prize winners.  Demi, Amy & Val all win Afternoon tea at The Orangery, Derwen 
College.   
 
Our next community event, The Big Get Together, will be held on Saturday 14 th May.  Look our for more 
details about the event and our next competition on local notice boards, in the local press and on our 
facebook page.  
 

If you have an idea or would like to get involved with 3 Parishes Big Local, to keep up to date with the 
latest 3 Parishes Big Local news, or for more information, contact the Big Local Co-ordinator,  
Bridget   Laraway: 
 
Write to: Qube, Oswald Road, Oswestry, SY11 1RB   Telephone: 01691 656882 
Email: b.laraway@qube-oca.org.uk    Check out our website : www.big-local.org 
Follow us on twitter: 3PBigLocal    Like our facebook page: 3PBigLocal 
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Shropshire continues to be a low crime area.  There 
have however, been a spate of house burglaries in 
the area in recent months. Please see advice below 
on how to keep your home safe. 
 
Home and garden security - How to reduce your 

chances of becoming a victim of burglary 
Most victims of burglary are concerned that they 
have been specifically targeted or watched for a 
period of time prior to their burglary, to determine 
what their movements are. However, most      
burglaries are opportunistic. Burglars choose 
houses that have little or no obvious security, 
appear unoccupied, have easy, unobserved access 
to the side and rear and provide them with the 
chance to gain entry without being seen or heard. 
So it is possible to dramatically reduce burglaries 
by taking simple security measures to deter     
burglars and remove some of the opportunities 
that present themselves as easy targets. 
 

Onion Peeling Principle  
The best way to approach your home security is to 
start from the boundaries and work your way into 
the centre, treating each area as a layer, until you 
reach the targeted contents. This is known as the 
'onion peeling principle'. Although the layers differ 
for each household, generally they can be broken 
down as follows: 
 
 Boundaries 
 Outbuildings 
 Buildings 
 Contents 
 
Look at each one of these categories separately in 
relation to your home and work out how you can 
make them as inaccessible as possible.  The more 
obstacles you put in someone’s way the less likely 
they will be to carry on. Also think about how you 
would get into your home if you got locked out.  If 
this is you easiest way in then the same would 
apply to the burglars.  

As always, please feel free to contact me should 
you have anything you wish to discuss. 

PC 3718 Katie Le’Clere 
Oswestry Rural North, Safer  

Neighbourhoods Team 
Mobile: 07792 774024 

E-Mail: oswestryrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
To report crime please dial 101 or in an  

emergency dial 999 

S.M.A.R.T. 

O 
nline shoppers are being urged to en-
sure they always update software and 
anti-virus systems and to apply the same 

logic when using the internet as they would do in 
the real world. If something seems too good to be 
true, it probably is. ‘SMART’ is a good way of re-
membering top tips to stay safe online:   
 
 Safeguard your payment. Never transfer money 

directly into the seller's account. Pay by card on 
a secure payment page.  
 Make sure payment pages are secure and you 

can see 'https' and a locked padlock or unbroken 
key symbol.  
 A credit card, rather than a debit card, gives you 

more chance of getting your money back if there 
are problems.  
 Remember, Wi-Fi in public places is not always 

secure - even if you have to enter a code.  
 Think. After you have finished your online shop-

ping or banking session remember to log out.  
 
Warwickshire Police and West Mercia Police 
launched the #BeCyberSmart campaign to raise 
awareness of internet-related crime and to give 
people the knowledge they need to protect    
themselves. Part of the campaign focuses on 
online shopping and includes plenty of advice from 
G e t  S a f e  O n l i n e  –  v i s i t : 
www.westmercia.police.uk/article/9907/Online-
shopping For information about staying safe 
online and scams to look out for, visit: 
w w w . g e t s a f e o n l i n e . o r g  o r  
www.actionfraud.police.uk 
If you think you have been a victim of fraud report 
it to Action Fraud, the UK's national fraud report-
ing centre, by calling 0300 123 20 40 or by visiting 
www.actionfraud.police.uk 
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NHS 111 and GP Out of Hours Services 
 

I n September 2015 NHS England published new standards that commissioners should adhere to in 
order to commission a functionally integrated 24 hours/7 days a week urgent care access, treatment 
and clinical advice service (incorporating NHS 111 and Out-of-Hours (OOH) services). The aim of this 

guidance is to bring urgent care access, treatment and clinical advice into much closer alignment through 
a consistent and integrated NHS 111 service model. The standards are outlined in ‘Commissioning      
Standards Integrated Urgent Care’, publications gateway reference 04020. 
 Additionally, the recent procurement for NHS 111 which ended in June, 2015 did not secure a 
provider, and there is currently a step-in arrangement in place until October 2016. NHS Shropshire CCG 
and NHS Telford and Wrekin CCG have agreed to be part of a further   regional tender to procure NHS 
111 being led by Sandwell and West Birmingham CCG, with the intention of the new contractual arrange-
ments to commence at the end of October, 2016.  
 Given that the new guidance requires the CCGs to commission ‘functionally integrated services’, 
and recognising that the current arrangements for primary care out of hours services have grown       
organically over a long period of time, the CCGs are taking this opportunity to explore how these local 
services could be redesigned into a more effective integrated and streamlined set of arrangements which 
dovetail with NHS 111 Services. 
 We believe that there are real benefits to patients and clinicians in designing a more streamlined 
system that ensures people get to the ‘right service at the right time’. Emergency services shall be      
protected for those who really need them. Clearer and consistent messages for patients – call 111 and 
you will be given advice and/or directed to the right service/advice.  The emerging national message  
associated with NHS 111, is ‘Call before you go’. Streamlined services reducing duplication and increasing 
efficiency and effectiveness. A local telephone contact number for health professionals for advice, guid-
ance and support so that no clinical decision has to be taken in isolation 
 Currently, the governing bodies of both CCGs have agreed to receive a business case in February, 
2016 that outlines in detail how a ‘functionally integrated service’ could be designed locally.  At this point 
a draft service specification shall also be presented. In order to undertake the considerable amount of 
work required to inform the business plan and manage the local input into the regional procurement 
process, the two CCGs have established a joint Shropshire/Telford and Wrekin NHS 111 Project Board 
which reports to the governing bodies of both CCGs. Its membership consists of Executive Leads from 
both CCGs, commissioning leads, CCG Quality Lead, Procurement Lead, GP Clinical Lead and patient   
representatives. The Chair of the meeting is Fran Beck, Executive Lead for Commissioning, Telford &   
Wrekin CCG. 
 The Project Board is managing a number of work-streams, one of which is engagement with our 
patients across Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin. Following discussions with the Joint Health Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee in early December, 2015, we have started an engagement process with our patients, 
which finished on  22nd January 2016 which sought to understand their views on the current services and 
how these could be improved, to help inform the business plan and draft service specification. We are 
engaging directly with particular groups of patients and also inviting views from those patients who have 
used both services recently to feedback via an online survey on both CCG’s websites: 
http://tinyurl.com/111-outofhours-engage-survey 
 If you would like to feedback your comments or experiences of these services, or complete the 
survey online we would be most grateful. A hard copy of the survey can also be obtained by contacting 
either: 
Tracey Eggby-Jones, Corporate Services Manager, NHS Shropshire CCG Tel: 01743 277586 Email: 
tracy.eggby-jones@shropshireccg.nhs.uk 
Angie Porter, Patient Experience Lead, NHS Telford & Wrekin CCG Tel: 01952 580407 Email:                 
Angie.Porter@Telfordccg.nhs.uk  
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New Hotline Launches for  

Pregnant Women 
 

I 
mprovements have been made to 

the way women who suffer        

complications during their      preg-

nancy can access care and support in 

Shropshire. 
  

 Women are now able to call a new hotline 

number – 01952 565948 – if they suffer complica-
tions or have concerns during their pregnancy for 

which they want advice. The new number launched 

on Monday 11 January 2016. 

 
 The hotline is staffed by a Midwife who is 

able to provide advice and reassurance. 

 

 If the complications are such that a woman 
needs to be checked further, the Midwife will refer 

them to the Antenatal Ward in the Shropshire 

Women and Children‟s Centre at the Princess 

Royal Hospital in Telford where a new Obstetrics 
Triage Area has been running 24-hours-a-day, 

seven days-a-week since Monday 11 January 2016. 

 

Claire Murgatroyd, Antenatal Ward Manager, said: 
“Pregnancy is generally safe for mothers and   

babies, but sometimes events can occur that cause 

concern. 

 
 “Our new triage system means that if a 

woman has concerns during her pregnancy she can 

call a dedicated number to seek advice, and if she 
needs to be seen by one of our staff, she will be 

asked to attend our Antenatal Ward. 

 

 “Women are being seen quickly, depending 
on the urgency of their complication, and they are 

given a confidential consultation with a midwife. 

Urgent problems, for example heavy bleeding, will 

require prompt attention, while other situations 
may need investigating less urgently. 

 

 “These improvements mean that any 

woman who is due to give birth either at the  
Shropshire Women and Children‟s Centre or at our 

Midwife-Led Units (MLUs) in Bridgnorth,       

Ludlow, Oswestry, Shrewsbury and Telford, have a 

central number to call if they have concerns during 
their pregnancy. 

 “A large number of women have already 

used the hotline since it launched on Monday and 

we‟ve seen 70 women in the triage area already. 
It‟s proving to be a success and bringing benefits to 

women who use our services.” 

  

 The triage system was developed at      
Birmingham Women‟s Hospital and is being   

evaluated as part of a project with Birmingham 

University and Warwick University. 

 
 Women are advised to seek advice as soon 

as possible if they are concerned during their   

pregnancy. Some of the events or conditions they 

may need to seek advice about include: 

 

 Vaginal bleeding 

 Feeling unwell with high temperature or 
nausea and vomiting 

 Abdominal pain 

 Severe itching on the skin 

 Headaches or visual disturbances 

 Feeling breathless 

 Having a hot swollen area on your lower 

leg 

 Falls or accidental injuries which you think 

might affect the baby 

 Contact with someone with an infectious 
disease that might affect your baby (eg 

chickenpox) 

 Not feeling your baby move as much as 

usual 

 Possibly in labour 

 

Women who have concerns during their pregnancy 
are asked to call the Antenatal Triage Midwife on 

01952 565948. 

 

Further information 
 

The Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust is 

the main provider of acute hospital care for almost 

500,000 people from Shropshire, Telford &     
Wrekin and mid Wales. Patients come to us from 

Telford, Shrewsbury, Ludlow, Oswestry, 

Bridgnorth, Whitchurch, Newtown and Welshpool 

in Powys. 
 

The Trust continues to work with its partners in 

health and social care in Shropshire, Telford & 

Wrekin and mid Wales to develop patient-focused 
services that meet the needs of our communities. 
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Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council have a  

website where you can find all details of  

council meetings. 
 

Visit www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 

     Like us on Facebook  

 

 

 
www.facebook.comSelattynandGobowenPC 

 
 

 

And follow us on Twitter @SandGPC 

Gobowen Old Friends Association 
 
Gobowen Old Friends is open to any       
Gobowen resident over 60 and enquiries can 
be made to the secretary, Heather Ryan, on 
01691 239709. 

David Ryan (Chairman) 

Oswestry Writers' Group 

OWG welcomes anyone in the Oswestry area 
who has an interest in writing; whether they 
actually write, are thinking about starting to 
write or would just like to listen to new    
writing from others. 
 Writing can be a solitary business and 
OWG gives everyone a chance to share and 
discuss their work in a friendly and construc-
tive environment.  We’re a very welcoming 
group and our members come from all sorts 
of backgrounds. 
 OWG meets every other Tuesday in 
the snug of The Griffin Inn on Albion Hill,  
Oswestry from 7pm. If you would like more 
information or to be added to the emailing 
list, then please feel free to      contact me at 
the following: 

John Heap johnjheap@btinternet.com 

Community Online 
 

C 
ommunity Online, as the name 

suggests, was originally 

founded to put your commu-

nity online. To give the members of 

Weston Rhyn, Gobowen, St. Martins 

and Selattyn an online resource about 

all that your local community has to 

offer, local events, shops, services,  

local businesses as well as useful     

information as bus times, what’s on 

and taxi hire.  

  

With the addition of a forum, 

launched in 2011, our aim is for      

people to get to know each other 

better and to  collaborate on, well just 

about anything, from local social 

groups and sports teams to event   

organising and local news, it really is 

up to you. 

  

Current active threads in the      

Gobowen section include the Green 

Room Youth Project, Parking in West 

Place and the proposed Solar Farm 

Rhosygadfa. 

  

However, we don’t just want this new 

community to be online in a virtual 

community. Our vision is that it will  

allow people to meet, to collaborate, 

to bring our community closer         

together and in some way hope that 

we can make a difference to the 

community in which we live and 

make it a better place for everyone. 

 

Visit www.communityonline.co.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/SelattynandGobowenPC
mailto:johnjheap@btinternet.com


Useful Contact Information 
Medical 
Cambrian Medical Centre, Thomas Savin Road, Oswestry ..................................................................................... 652929 
Cambrian Pharmacy, Oswald Road, Oswestry ........................................................................................................ 670292 
Caxton Surgery, Oswald Road, Oswestry—Emergency & General Enquiries ......................................................... 654646 
Appointments....................6536000              Dispensary.....................659250          Repeat Prescriptions ............. 658519 
Chirk Surgery ........................................................................................................................................................... 772434 
Child Health Centre, Victoria Road, Oswestry ......................................................................................................... 653313 
Gobowen Pharmacy ................................................................................................................................................ 652377 
Plas Ffynnon Medical Centre, Middleton Road, Oswestry—Appointments & Enquiries ....................................... 655844 
Repeat Prescriptions...............................................655538     Shropdoc NHS Out of Hours ....................... 08444 068888 
Hospitals 
Chirk Community Hospital, John’s Street, Chirk ..................................................................................................... 772430 
Princess Royal Hospital, Apley Castle, Telford ............................................................................................. 01952 641222 
Robert Johns & Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital ................................................................................................. 404000 
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital, Mytton Oak Road, Shrewsbury ......................................................................... 01743 26100 
Shropshire Nuffield......................................01743 817144     Wrexham Maelor Hospital .......................... 01978 291100 
Schools, Playgroups and Colleges 
Gobowen All Rounders ............................................................................................................................................ 653147 
Gobowen Primary School (Head Teacher: Mrs. L. Luke) ......................................................................................... 661343 
Marches School, Oswestry (Head Teacher: Mrs. S. Longville) ................................................................................ 664400 
North Shropshire College, Oswestry ....................................................................................................................... 688000 
Selattyn School (Head Teacher: Ms. C. Morgan) ..................................................................................................... 659744 
St. Martin’s School (Principal: Mrs. S. Lovecy) ........................................................................................................ 776500 
St. Martin’s Arts Centre (Principal: Mrs. S. Lovecy) ................................................................................................ 776502 
Sure Start Children’s Centre, Gobowen Family Support Drop-In, School Lane, Gobowen ..................................... 656513 
Churches 
All Saints .................................................................................................................................................................. 661226 
Our Lady & Saint Oswald’s Catholic Church ............................................................................................................ 652248 
Preeshenlle United Reformed Church..................................................................................................................... 658016 
St. Mary’s Church, Selattyn ..................................................................................................................................... 661226 
Police 
Local Police....................................................................101    PC Kate Le’Clere .......................................... 07792 774024 
Reporting Crime Disorder (non-emergency) ............................................................................................... 0300 333 3000 
Crimestoppers ........................................................................................................................... 0800 555 111 (FREE CALL) 
Veterinary Surgeries 
Border Veterinary Centre, Maesbury eterinary Road, Oswestry ............................................................................ 670395 
Park Issa Veterinary Hospital, Salop Road, Oswestry.............................................................................................. 670067 
Travel 
Arriva Midlands North, Oswestry Depot.....0871 200 2233    Community Rail Officer .......................................... 772784 
Gobowen Railway Station ....................................................................................................................................... 681010 
National Rail Enquiries for long distance travel (local call charge) .............................................................. 08457 484950 
Owens Coaches, Oswestry ...................................................................................................................................... 652126 
Traveline (public transport information)..................................................................................................... 0871 200 2233 
Dial-a-Ride ............................................................................................................................................................... 671571 
General 
Age Concern ................................................................................................................................................. 01743 233123 
Childline (FREE) ................................................................................................................................................... 0800 1111     
Citizens Advice Bureau, 34 Arthur Street, Oswestry .................................................................................... 08444 991100 
Community Meals...................................................829571     Gobowen Allotments ............................................. 829571 
Domestic Violence Helpline (FREE) ............................................................................................................. 0808 2000 247 
Gobowen Library - Mon, Fri: 2pm-5pm, Tues: 10am-1pm, 2pm-7pm, Thurs: 10am-1pm, Sat: 10am-1pm .......... 653388 
Gobowen Post Office..............................................658814     Helpmates .............................................................. 656882 
Oswestry Leisure Centre, Shrewsbury Road...........677150     Qube....................................................................... 656882 
R.S.P.C.A.......................................................08705 555999     Shopmobility..........................................................656882      
Signature Smiles Dental Practice.............................662719    Shropshire Council (General Enquires) ...... 0345 678 9000 
Social Services Dept (North Area).................01743 253911    Volunteer Bureau ................................................... 670021 


